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For the longest time, whenever I’d hear the word “love”, I’d think of romance, of a woman, of sexuality. I defined my world that way. As early as I can remember it was sort of defined that love, yeah you got love through your parents and all that, but for the most part, love was always and issue between a man and a woman.  So I had set up romance, I had set up these meaningful encounters and I thought I was loving well. The problem is, guys, I wasn’t. See, the key to loving well has everything to do with the reveal that was on your screen that we saw that night alone. Loving well is about leading. Loving well is about having someone follow in safety that in essence, if you were to enter the room, everybody would be safe. Now that is not the way it was for me. To be honest with you, I dated and it was not safe. I didn’t protect the heart of a woman. I met Lynn and I didn’t protect her heart either. She would have felt that I was more safe than any of the guys she’d ever been with, but it was still somewhere about every time I heard love, it was about romance and ultimately about sexuality and ultimately about me. Remember now, I’m still struggling with pornography when this is all starting.  Because I defined love as something between just a man and a woman as in marriage between a man and a woman, I defined it that way. I never really understood what loving really mean. I sort of gotten it with my sons. I mean I sort of got to the place with my boys that I love them.  I loved them the moment I met them. I gave love to them and all that and it wasn’t romantic and it wasn’t that, but the problem was that this kind of romance was something I needed.  It was for me, there’s no needing in that.  So inevitably in our marriage, I would build relationships with people of the opposite sex who were not my wife and which whatever I thought was being met in a “non-sexual” was in my love relationship with Lynn if she was giving too much to the children, if she was disengaged in whatever I felt was inappropriate, I would build a relationship with another woman. And although I did not cross whatever the line is of adultery, I was crossing lines because I didn’t know how to love well.  

Guys, I want to do something really bizarre here for you. I wanted to talk to you about love, but I want to pull it out of the world of romance. I want to pull it out of the realm of sexuality. I want to pull it deep into the relationship of seeking the highest good in another individual. I want to take it to what I didn’t do for many, many years. I didn’t’ do it.


Do you know what Principle No. 11 is?  A man never stands alone unless he’s taking a stand. That’s why I love the picture on the screen. That’s why I love what you and I experience when we sit here and look at this. Standing alone means I’m going to have to do the right thing in loving others, not for me, but for them. Love is to seek the highest good in another individual. Love is about giving, not taking. Love is very different than what I was experiencing and what I forced Lynn to experience. So I have this unusual task in the next few minutes with you guys, to talk about love, to talk about it not in a romantic or a sexual way, not in relationship to your mate, although the principles could apply there. I want you to talk to you about what it means to love another man, and you understand as soon as I go there, you go, then I have to take it for you in a non-romantic, non-sexual way, and you sort of go okay, how am I going to do this, but my head doesn’t go there. I have the candles. I have the fire. I have the romance.  How do I pull this off and here’s how we do that, guys. We do it by understanding that in the shells of your mind, you’re going to sort some things in the area of friend that we just talked about and you’re going to sort some things in the area of love. And when you love this way, you love standing alone, because men never stand alone unless they’re taking a stand, when you love this way, everybody behind you is safe.

Henry David Thoreau is another writer in the eighteen hundreds of Walden Pond, dies young, dies at forty-four.  Thus, his brother, his brother is I think a year older than him, died tragically I think of lockjaw, something kind of bizarre that he died of, and it was I think those deaths, those traumas caused those guys to seek to understand what they felt while dealing with their grief and they wrote some amazing things. Let me give you a quote from Henry David Thoreau.  “There’s the characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things.”  It’s the characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things. Guys, what I’m about to ask you to do is to think about loving. Think about loving beyond your wife and your children, think about loving on a much broader level and don’t consider it to be an unwise thing or a desperate thing. Be wise. Take this deep into your soul and learn some things.  Now in order to do this, we’re going to have to fly. There’s a lot of material. You’re going to see that in your book, so kind of stay with me here.


Roman numeral one. A knight must learn to express the lover part of his mind because the lover part of his mind has to be expressed because it’s a reflection of his ability to value himself. If you want to find out how much he loves you, I’m going to find out how much you love by how well you love others. God says, I have to things for you. I want you to love me and I want you to love your neighbor as yourself. So God says, love him, vertical and love my neighbor as what, myself.  So it becomes a reflection of that. 


Look at the next one.  He can only give what he has first received. Underline the word give because love is about giving. If you didn’t receive love well, you didn’t get love much growing up, it’s going to be tricky, so you’re either going to have to get love from God which He offers or you have to get love from other sources which were true giving love.


Two. He consciously has prepared his character to be expressed in this way. He consciously prepares his character to be expressed in this way. I love this image.  This image is such a cool image because it says, I am willing to do something whether anybody follows it or not, because those behind me will be safer if I take this stand.  There’s a lot of courage in that guys. It’s that ability to realize that we’re going to move forward and demonstrate. It’s a conscious choice what we’re doing.


Next one.  Three. He recognizes that he is loved by God and he loves others as God would desire. I’ve been talking about this concept that we need to know that God loves us, right. That’s what gives us the strength. We tell you that in your books you’re going to from time-to-time have a chance to look in the back and realize that everything we talk about is based on the word of God and so you can find it in the back of the book and in this trail, under this area, here’s the verse that explains the relationship that God has with us and we, therefore, with others. It reads this way: John 4:10-11: “This is real love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely are to love each other.” One of the things that we’re supposed to do, guys, is to love on a level that’s so much higher because we live in God’s love and so I love because I receive love. I love because I give love.  Because I’ve received love, I have the ability to give it. This is what changes me from the romantic thing. It changes me from sexuality. By the way, romance and sex is awesome.  It’s incredible but sometimes we get it messed up in our minds because we somehow think it’s about receiving. It’s always about giving and when you give, you receive. This is the way God has designed it.  It works brilliantly but you have to make a commitment to stand alone and do this kind of an action so that everybody behind you is safer, loved, protected. Learning to love others including men in your life.


Look at the next letter B.  His own inner voice and giftedness expresses God’s calling for service in his life. His own inner voice is going to express the calling of God. Whenever we think of the calling of God, remember there’s a uniqueness to it.  So in that uniqueness of who we are, we’re going to love our ways. Now some of you have a language of love that is much more like touching or you’re much more verbal or you’re much more doing of things and you’re giving of things. Whatever it is, you’re going to express it within the design of you, but we’re going to do what we were designed to do in expressing love.


Look at C. Love is the chief attribute that measures the strength of a man’s core. Measures the strength of a man’s core is the chief attribute. If you pull out your dog tag and you look at it, you’ll not see the word love here anywhere. You know why? Because when a man dwells in his core fully alive, that’s what he does.  You can’t put love as part of the core. It’s the result of the core, functioning. It’s God is love. We in Him become love and it just is powerful what this does. It’s the expression, it’s the very nature of what we’re building so why would I put chain mail around you? Because you’re going to protect what it produces, love. Why would I put armor on this?  Because it’s going to protect what it produces which is love. When your core is functioning, guys, you’ll live at a whole other level. 

So, love motivates a man to learn to control his instincts. Love motivates a man to learn to control his instincts, so here we’re going to look at a couple things that work in this area.  First point. He says no to his sexual instinct until a deeper relationship is established which necessitates a commitment to one woman. He says no to his sexual instinct. Now, guys, in all friendships, in all relationships, in all love relationships you say no to your sexual instincts. In every single one you have.  It doesn’t matter who they are or what they are. In every one you say no, except for one. And here’s the way God designed it. He said I want you to leave your father and mother. I want you to cleave to one another and become one flesh, so a man and a woman leave their father and their mother and they come together having abandoned their previous families and cleave, hold onto each other, and then out of that comes one flesh. So, guys, when a committed relationship is taking place, when a commitment is done, that’s when you do that area. So every other time your instinct of sexuality, unlike in the animal world, in our world we respond very, very different to this. We learn to love in a non-sexual way. 
Every once in awhile there’s a movie that comes along and it makes me just think differently. Like a movie like “Forest Gump”. Forest Gump really to be honest with you should be called The Love Story. Forest Gump is the best lover I’ve ever seen.  Now the moment I say that, you think of some kind of romantic thing. No, no, no. He loves everybody in his life. He loves his momma, he loves Jenny, no matter what she does to him or her. He loves Bubba, a guy with a fetish for shrimp and he loves Lieutenant Dan with or without legs. Forest Gump loved. Now, let me show you a scene where the rain has been pummeling down on this guys in Vietnam, as he’s a soldier along with Bubba, Lieutenant Dan is his commander and suddenly the rain stops and the battle begins. When you pick up this scene, bullets are flying everywhere, everybody is running, Forest takes off running and he runs as fast as he can because Forest has always been fast. He gets out of the jungle and he realizes that Bubba’s not there.  His best good friend, Bubba. So he goes racing back in and on his way to find Bubba, he finds another soldier and he picks him up and he carries him out. And then he races back in looking for Bubba and he finds another soldier that’s wounded and he carries him out.  And as he’s on his way racing back in to find Bubba, he finds Lieutenant Dan and if you were watching the movie, we’d have to cut this part because Lieutenant Dan’s speech is very limited in his vocabulary. He has to use words that we’re just not going to play in the movie. But when you cut back, Lieutenant Dan’s been pulled out and then Forest runs back in. The enemy is getting closer. The incoming strike from our military to blow up those enemy are getting closer and he finds Bubba. Bubba is wounded. He doesn’t know it, but it’s a fatal wound.  I think Forest thinks it is.  I’m not sure if Bubba thinks it will be okay. He sees the enemy so he picks up Bubba and how he’s carried everybody else has been a dead man carry, but now in his arms cradled this big huge guy Bubba. He’s carried out of the forest by Forest Gump. He said if he knew these were the last words he would have ever spoken to Bubba, he would have said a little bit more than, hey Bubba.  But there on that jungle, he lost his best good friend, Bubba, to a battle in Vietnam.  When you come out of that scene, you just cannot be blown away enough by how much Forest loved, not to get but to give. 

Let’s consider the next point. It says this. He says not to his instinct for self-preservation. Instead he sacrifices himself for those he loves.  There it is. That’s the movie. He says not to the instinct to self-preservation. He sacrifices for the good of someone else.

Look at the next one. He does not run from the hard work of intimacy. He doesn’t run from the hard work of intimacy.  Now let me take it back for a minute, back to the romance here of the fireplace. Whenever I talk about intimacy, I immediately again go into sexual intimacy. That’s part of intimacy. But intimacy is you seeing me and me seeing you in our emotional vulnerability, in our core and you know what, guys, it’s scary for us to do that. So you’re going to have to learn to do this. 

You have to learn to do the next point. You have to learn to fight fear. What happens – you have to learn to fight fear.  When there’s a battle, I’m going to value the person I’m battling with. In other words, when there’s a broken relationship, I’m going to value them. I’m going to desire to have this relationship not get violated. We’re going to learn to fight fair.
We’re also going to learn to do this. He says no to his own self-pleasure in order to give his children, wife and friends what they need. So I’m not only going to be willing to take care and sacrifice my self-preservation. I have to be willing to sacrifice self-pleasure. What I’m going to be concerned about is the pleasure of those I love. This is the constant nature of love. To understand God, understand the nature of sacrifice.  If you want to understand God, He says, I will this world for you not for Him. Does He need oxygen? Does He need trees? No, He doesn’t.  He built it for us. It was like a honeymoon gift for his bride, the bride of Christ. He says I love you. I want you to live in my love. I want you to know, it’s all about giving, everything about this.  That’s why He put a horse on a hill with a rider on top of it alone, to stand alone. A man never stands alone unless he’s taking a stand.  Love is where we take our stand.

Look at the next one. He is willing to go into the painful areas of life to show others whom he cares about that he can feel what they are feeling. He is willing to share what he is feeling with other guys. He’s willing to say, I’m going to let you go into areas that I normally keep hidden. I think this is an interesting area because love means I’m going to let you in to the degree of which safety can let you in.  It’s that willingness to say I’m going to show you part of who I am and in doing that, you might reject me. The weirdest part about sharing who you are, there’s a certain point where there’s not much left and if a person says no to that, what do you have left?  Love takes that risk. You do it wisely, but you take that risk.

Look at the next one. Two.  Love encourages the man to face his shadow.  We haven’t done a lot of talking about our shadow up until now, but let me explain our shadow.  The shadow is the nature of us to do wrong.  Nobody ever had to teach you how to do wrong. You figured it out all on your own. Shadow is our word for sin. It’s what permeates all that we are. I can’t go anywhere without my shadow. The very nature of who I am creates a shadow. It’s just always there, so sin permeates all that we are and we need to understand that if I’m going to do anything, I’m going to have face my shadow, so when he has harmed someone, he’s going to do the following.  My shadow is going – if I’m going to go love, I’m going to do some damage so I’m going to, one, apologize. We’ve been over this. Keep working on these principles so we can get this worked out. Apologizes. Asks for forgiveness secondly.  Asks for forgiveness. Third, makes restitution. He apologizes, we talked about forgiveness, makes restitution. I’ll do whatever it takes to correct this. These are the natures of love, guys. If we’re going to do this, this is what’s going to make people feel safe, secured and valued.  Because when we mess up, we fix it. Your shadow is going to mess up.  You might want to fix it.

Look at the next one. Nobly accepts his consequences. Nobly accepts his consequences. The day that I realized that a relationship with another individual other than my wife was going too deep, too far where it shouldn’t go – it wasn’t physical. It was definitely emotion. I knew I had to tell Lynn regardless of the consequences because that’s nobility.  She showed some grace. We learned a lot and it was far more painful than it ever should have been because of my selfishness, right.  My love was about me not about another person.  So we have to understand the nobility of saying, you know what, I’m willing to ask for forgiveness, fix it, pay the consequences.  I will tell you that there are very few people that have a deeper love relationship today than Lynn and I do.  I’ve been very honored and fortunate for us to grow together and become who God has made us into even in the middle of some of these journeys where we both struggled.
Look at the next are. Three, love prompts him to take care of his body so that he’s strong and is able to take care of those who he loves for a longer period of time. He’s going to take care of his body so he can live longer. His family needs him, those around us. You know what’s really interesting now?  I’ve always understood this. Now my boys are already leaving home. My baby’s leaving home. Seth is going to leave and so I suddenly realize it’s just Lynn and I. The deeper relationships I have built with men, the seven guys I talk about, of which there’s different degrees of deep relationship, if I were to die, I would let them down, I would leave them vulnerable.  Not as much as I would with Lynn for my grandson or somebody else, but every time you’re willing to go down this, so you have to take care of who you are.  Be careful about what you eat and what you think and how you exercise and all those things because there’s always people behind you on the hill that you’re protecting, always.  It what allows us to do that.

Look at the next area, four. Love helps him develop his emotional competence. This is your brain that feels. Love helps you feel.  Let yourself feel, guys. That’s why we watch a movie, right? When you watch a movie like “Forest Gump”, you feel. Whatever you feel, you feel it. Let yourself do that. Love allows you to feel.  It lets you do something else too. It lets him utilize his emotional responses to strength his relationships and he intentionally shares who he is and the value he places on others. It’s going to allow him then to share more about who he is, more about what’s hidden that’s being revealed and sometimes it’s just things you’re discovering and the courage to share it with someone.

Look at the next area.  He has dealt with his own emotional history so that he is able to enter fully into another person’s emotional responses. He’s dealt with his own emotional history.  Go back to my romantic fireplace for a minute.  See, there is probably very few men that are more romantic than I am and Lynn and I have had an amazing relationship. Whenever I come here, however, I have to be aware of the fact that I also emotionally was giving myself to another person other than my wife.  Isn’t that interesting?  So if I’m honest about it, it sort of messes up the fireplace a little bit, right? It sort of messes up the candles unless I take responsibility for it and do something with it. And that’s part of the joy of love, guys.  Fixing it. It’s working it out.

Look at the next area.  It says this. He displays continual emotional vulnerability within his relationship when he risks both knowing and being fully known. He displays continual emotional vulnerability.  You know one of my favorite verses in the Bible. It’s Adam and Eve were both naked and not ashamed and as a kind, that was just cool because the word naked was being read, but as an adult, let me tell you what that means. It means that they were completely vulnerable, nothing hidden and they were safe in there. It’s not about physical nakedness. It’s about all of the core.  It’s all that I am, nothing hidden. Love will take you there. It’s one of the coolest things ever.
Look at the next on.  He puts others at ease by smiling, complimenting, listening, attending to and laughing with them. When you start to love, you immediately start to put people around you at ease.  When a person is trying to hit somebody up, you’re trying to make a move on somebody, everybody gets tense, right? When you try to hit up guys for money or political things, or you can tell that they want something from you and everything gets really strange. The opposite happens when you truly love. When you see the highest good, you walk in a room, you smile, you engage, you compliment and people around you just feel so much safer. It’s like getting drawn into the warmth of a fireplace and it’s safe there, you know, it’s like this is where relationships occur. So you work on that one.

Look at the next area. Five.  Love causes him to make a thoughtful decision.  The brain that thinks, right? Regarding the way he can demonstrate his love practically to others. When you get involved, you and I are going to be able to make a difference so we do this. We think about doing what the other person desires to do. Thinks about doing what the other person desires to do. This is so important. This is a big change for me. I’m just going to talk about Lynn and I for a second.  The guys I hang out with have taught me to be really engaged with their worlds. What’s important to them is important to me. When Lynn and I got married, I was all about my career and developing where I was going. We had children within seven years and those came for a long period of time. Josh is thirty, so we’ve obviously been involved with our children for thirty years. During that time, Lynn, the nurturer gives a great deal of energy and expends it to them.  The whole time we’re sort of building my career and then all of a sudden, one day God impressed upon me, now how am I going to help her flourish, beyond the children, beyond the launching of me, how am I going to help her flourish. One of the greatest joys of my life to this day is helping Lynn flourish in her dream and her desire. You know what it is?  She loves the outdoors. She climbs fourteen thousand foot mountains all the time, loves the height and solo and she wants to take other women with her. Let them experience the glory of God and the beauty of nature.  And my job is to help her get there. I think about what she wants. It helps her move in that direction. 

So, think about what the other person desires to do and then gives thoughtful presence or gifts, gives thoughtful presence or gifts. Now this is cool. This is my relationship with Lynn. She is a gift person. Don’t give me a gift, it doesn’t mean anything to me. Some guys just gave me a special gift. It was awesome. I really appreciated it but gift don’t do it for me. Other things do. For Lynn, that’s really important, thoughtful, premeditated acts of thoughtfulness makes all the difference in the world.

Look at the next one. Helps another person reach important life goals. Helps another person reach important life goals. One of the seven you have to know is Roy in my life, the author of the material that you’re looking at right now. As a matter of fact, there is so much material you’re looking at right is because he’s the author.  Okay, if I was doing it, it would be like the cliff notes. You are getting the full version and then some. I think you’re getting the appendix in the back.  One of the things that I love about what he and I are doing together is I’m helping fulfill one of the desires of his heart, one of his goals. And by the way, he’s helping me fulfill one of mine. We’re doing that in a work relationship, a relationship relationship together with that but you can do this in a variety of ways.  Somebody else’s goals become very important. He and I are in a group of guys that we all the roundtable group of guys. It’s like our campfire but it’s on just a little bit higher level if we push this on where we’re going. And one of our guys is trying to redirect where his life is going.  As a matter of fact, two are kind of going through some things and their goals are just about as important as our goals, maybe they are just as important to ours.  And we’re trying to figure out – remember I talked about that place on top of the fireplace where each guy goes?  We all have a different one of these where we’re driven to.  Our goal is to help the guys get to that. Isn’t that awesome?  It’s love. That’s what love does. It makes all the difference in the world.

Look at the next one. Grows with others by participating in novel experiences they desire to experience together. Grows with others by participating in experiences together.  We travel a lot in going what we do with knights, so we experience certain things that way. But then there are times we deliberately travel together.  We have experience together. For us, one of the things we’ve done is you know some guys and I went driving cars at – did some Nascar driving down at Talladega.  You find experiences together. You kind of get involved in that and it all leads to the next one. 

Shares his wisdom on completing forest tasks.  Shares his wisdom on completing forest tasks. Guys, this is where we get pretty excited about this. See there’s stuff that you have that can change the world around you. When you start loving another guy, he will get excited about A, what he can do to help you in your forest, but far more importantly, you get excited about helping him to do what he can do in his part of the forest. So together we start to have these tasks help us together.

Look at the next area.  Love necessitates the thoughtful sharing of positive chain mail beliefs. It means I’m going to have to share some things that have come out of my positive chain mail experiences.  You’re going to – remember it’s going to pour from your core but your chain mail is going to show it in some very clear ways, very profound things. When you do this, guys, the impact you can have in your world if felt.

Near the end of the movie “Forest Gump,” Forest has been telling his story sitting on a bench. He’s going to go see Jenny. Jenny is his lifelong love. Jenny messed up her life in a lot of different ways. Forest always loved her in the middle of it. They will have sex one time together and as a result of it, will come a child. Forest is going to go see Jenny, doesn’t know there is a child. The scene of Forest Gump that I’m referring to begins with Forest meeting Jenny for the first time in awhile at her apartment.  He’s excited to see and talk to her and find out about how she’s doing and then a neighbor brings in a little boy. She introduces him as Forest. He goes, he has the same name I do.  She goes, yeah, I named him after his daddy. Forest Gump says, he has a daddy named Forest too?  She says, no, Forest, you’re the daddy.  And Forest, feeling an overwhelming sense of responsibility – way to go Forest, because you should feel the responsibility with that, one of the greatest honors in the world is to be a daddy, right? He backs up and he starts to pull away a little bit and then he says, this Forest is a simple man, so I’m going to call him Dumb.  He goes is he smart? She goes, oh, he’s so smart. Forest Gump starts to cry and he goes, can I?  And he goes and sits next to him watching Sesame Street, watching Burt and Ernie tilting their heads together at the screen.  As you come out of that scene, don’t you get it? The guy knows how to love. The guy knows how to give. He knows how to share from his own vulnerability, his own chain mail.  

Look at the next point.  Love reveals the soul’s desire to create meaningful life with others.  You know in the movie, Jenny will die and Forest will take care of little Forest, Meaningful relationships, life relationships, that’s what we’re striving for. That’s what we’re longing for. 
Then we go to the next one. Love. Love, when the spirit is alive, utilizes God’s spirit to guide the interpersonal connection towards a greater good. Love, when the spirit is alive, utilizes God’s spirit to guide the interpersonal connection towards a greater good. Guys, we’re just walking down the core. Love, remember love comes from the core. Your spirit gives you the full measure of God. Can you imagine, all the love of God flowing through you like a fire hose, so much so that you can’t even contain it?  It’s available guys. All we have to do is connect to God through Christ. Your soul is craving intimacy. God is drawing you to Himself and he’s making all of you come alive, your body, your mind, your soul, your spirit, helping your shadow not to dominate and making self make good choices. That’s what standing alone is about. A man never stands alone unless he’s taking a stand. 
Number nine. Love requires the wise application of armor during any interpersonal communication. The knight often risks being hurt in order to communicate deep feelings and thoughts. I would like it if you would to just walk over towards my knight over here, and know this, that this hard to move, very fragile, not fragile at all, hunk of metal is designed to give you time to decide how much love I can pour into something.  Guys, Jesus Christ, the greatest lover that ever lived, had enemies trying to destroy Him all the time, including one of His twelve closest guys that betrayed Him with a kiss.  You need armor, guys. You need armor for wisdom to give you time to know where and when and how to love.  

He makes experience his lover pain that why you need armor. You might experience the lover’s pain, so understand that. Write that word experience down. You might experience the paint that the person I care about will experience.  He may discover how he’s legitimately harmed the loved individual. Man, guys, can I take you back to the moment where I emotionally was connected to somebody else other than Lynn. Don’t you think that hurt? I have to be willing to go there and let her express that hurt and that pain and that fear and that disgusting and pulling away and armor gives you time even in those moments. It allows you to do that.
Look at the next area. He may hear negative opinions about himself that might not be true. You might hear negatives about yourself that are not true. Some of you guys are in the middle of a divorce right now and it’s not your fault. Now, it is your fault. I understand how it always takes two, but let’s assume the person is having an affair and your mate is leaving you for another person and on the way out, in the middle of her guilt she is just firing arrows and arrows and arrows and arrows. Love risks that. That’s why you have  armor, gives you time to handle that. You don’t believe the lies. Truth you believe. Lies, accusations, you don’t. By the way, God never, never accuses you. He’s convict you.  He never accuses you, so if you feel accused, it’s not God. 

If you’re not careful enough to deal with this, you’re going to lose your sense of love. Obadiah, in your Knightly News, was dealing with Israel failing to love and failing to be loved over and over and over again and so much so that he writes this verse. I’m going to give it to you. It’s from the book of Obadiah. It’s a simple book. It reads this way: “You should not have gloated over their destruction when they were suffering such calamity.”  Do you hear what he’s saying? We’re gloating over people’s destruction. It would be like there’s an earthquake somewhere, there’s a fire somewhere and we gloat over it. What happened to your love?  If you live in a non-loving world long enough, you end up being just like that where Obadiah ended up.

That will take you to the next Roman numeral.  The knight needs to protect himself enough so that he does not permanently quit the relationship. He also needs to be flexible and ready to drop his armor and open himself up to other individual’s apology. What you and I need to work on is the freedom that’s ours to say, alright, am I willing to take this huge risk to love, knowing full well that they might all love me back?  Remember the romance. It’s always about me. Remember the cries for sexuality was about me?  Love really isn’t about us. Love is about loving somebody else. It’s as if this flame represents me and all the things I have in mind and I’m saying, you know what, I’m willing to take a stand, stand alone and in so standing, know that those behind me will be safer. I’m willing to say, you know what, maybe just maybe, it’s not about me. Maybe it’s about loving somebody else. Maybe that’s where relationships really are. Then I’m far less afraid to stand alone and to be willing to sacrifice what I thought was so important.   
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