Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle

Week 24

You know as we end here at the twenty-fourth trail, we’ve gone on a journey where we’ve been changed and I wonder, I just wonder if a year from now where there used to be forests because of what’s happened in your life, there might be a trail.  I wonder if somehow you and I would have the opportunity to cut something brand new so that the world would never quite be the same because we’ve become an oracle.

Trail 24 is about the fact that the oracle has a chance to speak. It isn’t about me speaking.  It’s about you speaking with your life. I want you to understand that what we do here on this journey together, on this experience, for these twenty-four weeks has been to cause us to say, Lord, let me make a difference. Let me find my calling.  Let me make a difference in the world around me and in so doing, let me do it with wisdom.


I thought I’d read for you a proverb from the very beginning of the Book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. The proverb is talking really about the idea of proverbs but I want to use it for the idea of an oracle or wisdom. It’s the same thing.  Listen to this from Proverbs 1, 2 and 3.  Their purpose is to teach people wisdom and discipline, oracles. Men of wisdom. To help them understand the insights of the wise. Let me repeat that. Their purpose, us oracles, is to teach people wisdom and discipline, help them understand the insights of the wise.  An oracle’s purpose is to teach people to live disciplined and successful lives, to help them to do what is right and just and fair.  Can you imagine, guys, what a difference that would make to the world around us, if when we spoke, that’s what we did.  This is kind of a simple trail for us. We’re actually going to review the year and you’re going to decide how you fit into it and what decisions you’re going to make going forward. I know your knighthood plan is done, you’ve turned it in. You’re ready to graduate. What we’re going to do is just say, okay, I’m going to make some commitments to live by certain things that will change the world as we know it, your trail in the forest.  What used to be woods will not be different because you’re in it.

Let me have this statement for you. The passivity of the spandex male may ironically be good and that going slow in the wrong direction may be better than going quickly in the wrong direction.  Isn’t it interesting that there’s something good about being a spandex male. The statement continues: This trail celebrates your efforts in helping your self as the chief executive – when we talk about that at the table – make stronger knighthood choices while you also work to limit the return of your spandex male. As a knight you now recognize that the oracle truths that are contained in the twenty-three trails – now I want you to write your initials after each concept if you decided to live by it. You’re going to write your initial after each concept if you decided to live by it. Now in order to understand what that really means, it means that guys, I only want you to write down something that you’ve chosen to live, not something that you hope to live by.  It’s sort of like you saying, I know what direction I’m going to go in and how I’m going to change the trail. 

I want you to work off a quote from Josh Billings who you might know him as Henry Wheeler Shaw.  He was a character.  He  came from a military family. He didn’t fit in real well in the military. He got kicked out of college for hanging out in this idea of a school that he stole a clapper from a bell and that’s what got him expelled. If I got expelled for stealing clappers from the bell, I would get kicked out of a ton of schools in my lifetime, but it was all for him, not about the military. He’s about writing.  He would write quick and witty statements.  One like this and if you apply it, I think it will show us how we want to approach the year to come. It says this, Be like a postage stamp.  Stick to one thing until you get there. Get it?  Be like a postage stamp. Stick to one thing until you get there. So here’s what we’re going to do. We’re going to ask you to take these statements of an oracle and I’m going to ask you to initial the ones that you believe that you will do, not the ones you hope you will do, not the ones you wish you would do, not even the ones that are being worked on in your knighthood plan. These are the principles that you will live by.  These are the things that you will do based on what we’ve learned. Now we’re going to kind of twist what we taught so you might not hear the principle stated the same way. We’ll state it in a different way but then when you hear it, you’ll recognize the principle an then you’ll initial it as we go. Okay, here we go.
The oracle says, number one – I have to grab my glasses because I’m getting old, so here it goes.  Dealing with the challenges of manhood is manhood.  Dealing with the challenges of manhood is manhood. Remember what we said?  Men are what? Forged. Males are born, men are forged.  Dealing with the challenges of manhood is manhood. Are you planning to be a man by dealing with the things that have come deep inside of who you are?  Are you now going to do whatever it takes?  That’s what you’re going to be. To be a man means that you put away childish things. You’re not needy. You’re a giver.  Got it?  Understand where we’re going?

Alright, look at number two.  Before I can, I must face the ways I say and show I can’t.  Before my I can, I must deal with the things the way I show I can’t. That has everything to do with this, guys. You’re responsible for all your choices. Don’t give me an excuse. Don’t tell me why you didn’t do it. You’re going to say, you know what, when I make a decision, I’ll be responsible for my decisions. So if I choose to move in this direction in the room of my life, then I’m responsible for that choice, no excuses. Got it?

Next one. The power of  now must always be stronger than the power of when.  The power of now must always be stronger than the power of when, because why? The world is in constant motion.  Have you noticed how the set has changed?  Each time we would get together it would be a little bit different. Something would be moved – we’d move something around,  Because, guys, over the weeks and months, nothing remains the same. Things are changing. The world is constantly changing.  Now we’re going to talk about you making deliberate changes but right now you have to understand that I need to deal with my decisions now, not when, not if, not what if.  If only I had, I wish I could.  It has nothing to do with that. Now if you’re choosing to be that kind of man that says, you know what, I’ll deal with being responsible now, immediately, then you initial this.  You say, well Keith, I’ve initialed the first three.  I’m not saying this is hard to initial. I believe that you’re the kind of man that can do that. Some of you haven’t initialed anything yet. What I’m saying is, initial it because you believe that’s the kind of man you are.  In essence, when we see you, we don’t know you by the color of your dog tag.  We know you by the initials of your life that represent the principles you’re seeing. So when I see my guys and I know they’re blue, I know they are three year guys. When I see green, I know you’re a two year guy.  When I see a silver, I know you’re a one.  If you don’t have a dog tag, you haven’t quite graduated yet. You haven’t gone through the graduation ceremony.  I should know something about you in that, but regardless of where you are, how many years you have, I have some couple guys.  We’ve been doing a form of Knights for about seven years with our group. That’s how we’ve grown to over a thousand guys. It’s interesting, I got some guys that are seven year guys that just aren’t getting it. I don’t feel like a failure. They’re just struggling through it. They’re just not getting it. I dealt with some one year guys, guys who would be like you who haven’t quite graduated yet this year, that put me to shame, put seven year guys to shame all the time. So, it’s all a matter of what principles you’re doing and how you’re living by it. 
Look at the next one. The easy road is rarely the best road.  The easy road is rarely the best road. Remember that, when we talked about the fact that you and I need to grapple with the fact that we are going to follow God in the way He’s designed us to be even though it might not be the easy road. But you know what?  It is the best road. Why would you ever travel the best road?  Because you are amazing and of infinite worth. Don’t settle for easy. You’re amazing and of infinite worth. So know that the trail that God wants you to cut, he’s enabled you to cut it. Sign that one if that’s appropriate.

Look at the next one. A strong tomorrow demands the right choices today. A strong tomorrow demands the right choices today. Remember how we talked about the fact that men do whatever it takes, whatever it takes not to win?  What did it say?  Do what’s right. So what we do is, I’m going to need to see men who are willing to have the courage to make the right moral choices now. So, how are you doing? Are you signing some?  It’s really interesting, my son, he’d shoot me for telling you this, but my younger son, I had to borrow his book after graduation for something and I noticed what he had initialed in the back and he had initialed an awful lot of these. What’s interesting is, he had initialed a lot of them because I saw it in him at eighteen. One of my prayers for my sons is that they would grow beyond me. It’s an amazing reality when your kids grow beyond you. I have the first five signed as well but not at eighteen. I have them signed at fifty-eight.  So how are you doing on these?

Now every once in awhile, there’s a movie that comes out that just really, really grabs you. “The Count of Monte Cristo” is one of my top five movies for a lot of reasons.  Part of it is for its humor.  Part of it is for the dramatic effect.  Part of it is for the story line.  It is just really a stinking good movie.  What happens is in “The Count of Monte Cristo” is a guy by the name of Dantés is betrayed by three good friends. I mean just betrayed, betrayed in a way that, you know how you and I get hurt when somebody lets us down.  This guy gets sent to prison. He loses his freedom. It’s like he was able to go about wherever he wants and suddenly he finds himself in an area that’s not much bigger than this and he’s confined.  And in this area, trapped in this area where he can’t go anywhere else but right here, something happens where his soul begins to degenerate in a place called the Chateau d’lf.  He never sees a human being except for once a year when they come in to beat him, to remind them that there is a prison warden.  And in that cell he goes insane.  One day the floor moves and a guy pops out of it by the name of Abbé Faria.  Abbé is a priest, he’s a warrior, he’s had a lot of live and he opens up a world bigger than his cell by teaching him and exploring all kind of things. There relationship is amazing. The scene I want you to think about is this. They’re digging in the tunnel trying to dig their way out. They have a way to do it and all this time Abbé has been teaching Dantés all kinds of things.  He’d be, I’m a great warrior, a great learned man, didn’t even know how to read when they began. When you have nothing else to do in a jail all day, that’s what you do – you learn. You learn all kinds of things from the art of sword fighting and knife fighting to the art of philosophy.  In their discussion Dantés has been so hurt by people that he’s decision that God is not to be trusted. God is not good. The priest. Abbé is digging in the tunnel one day and the tunnel caves in and Dantés pulls him out but the tunnel has collapsed.  In that horrible environment, Abbé is dying. In it, Abbé gives him some last minute advice. He says, trust God, learn to trust God. He goes, I will never trust God because I don’t believe in him. With his dying breath, Abbé reaches up and he grabs him and he says, he believes in you. In the movie, it is interesting that Abbé’s death is really what will provide the way for Dantés to escape and a lot of cool things start to happen in his life when he gets out on the realm, on the move towards revenge for the three guys _____________. Now, it’s interesting. It will feel like Abbé sacrificed his life for a mentor, a guy he was mentoring who never go it, but he will get it.  In the end of the movie, he will get it. What we need to understand is that some of the stuff that we learn, some of the things that we’ve been deciding to go about choices to do the morally right then, and some of that for some of you means you’ve gone from not believing in God to believing in God. Not only not not believing, but now not only do you believe in Him, you have accepted Him and let your spirit come alive. Way to go. It’s quite a journey, quite a trail you are cutting.
Look at the next one. Number six.  Mirror, mirror on the wall, I get to decide how much I’m like mom and dad after all. Remember when we talked about mom and dad and we kind of evaluated them?  It was like the door to our past was sitting right behind us and we had a chance to kind of take a look at it and how much I was like my mother and father. You know what?  You get to decide that. Have you decided that you are like your dad or are you choosing to be like your dad? If you’re choosing to be or not to be like your dad, not to be like your mom,  like your mom, you sign that one. You go along way.

Look at the next one. Right beliefs prevent wrong turns. Right beliefs prevent wrong turns. Guys, when you and I have right beliefs in our believing, who we are, what we are, it will keep us from saying, I don’t know which direction to go in.  I don’t know where to turn. I don’t know where to go.  Guys, remember we talked a lot about your calling?  We said that if you followed the calling of God in your life to the voice within it, it would call you to something greater?  Right beliefs are going to prevent wrong turns, so guys, when you have principles and you’re living by principles, you’re living by morality, by nobility and you start making much better choices. Your self makes great choices. 

Look at the next one. The price of grief reveals the value of things.  We started dealing with some time looking at grief together. The thing that we did in looking at grief was we had the courage to say, what are the things that bring sorrow to us. So I would sit in my chair, talk about my dad, not his death, but maybe the loss of what he could have been in his life. It’s the interesting thing to say, can you grieve through some past experiences, past growing up, not too distant pasts. Can you sign and say, you know what, the price of grief is going to reveal the value of things and I get real excited about what’s valuable. What’s valuable is always what hurts the most to lose. So often guys we’ve been selling out for things that don’t cost us much as all. Knights choose that which has great worth.
Look at the next one.  Grief embraced yields strength. Grief embraced yields strength. You suddenly rise up from the chair of your dad, the chair of your past and you stride as a stronger man. You start to look for what forest you are to change, what impact you are to have in the world around us. That’s when we embrace grief. When we embrace it, we get stronger. So we look at whatever is in front of us, whatever we have to take on, whatever trail we do and we realize we can do it.  Guys, you can change the forest and part of it is because you had the course to grow strong through grief. That’s the way it works in our lives. New trails.
Ten.  Having a friend following being one. We spent some time talking about friendship.  We spent some time looking at what does it mean to value another guy. Guys, you don’t do life alone.  We talked about the fact that if you’re ever going to be a friend, if you’re ever going to get a friend, you better start being one. Some of you guys have built unbelievably good relationships this year in your campfire. Some of you guys may not have connected and that happens in different groups. I was with one group of guys that I sort of felt like I was pulling everybody up one year and then I was with another group of guys that they had a whole series of different interests than I did and so I’ve been through some experiences, sometimes through campfires, some through other life experiences where I didn’t necessarily connect but it didn’t stop me from trying to find a guy that I can invest in and he could invest in me. So be a friend, if you want to have a friend you have to follow by being a friend.

Eleven. Love is a discipline. Love is a discipline.  Did you sign that one? Are you willing to love?  Not are you willing to love your wife, not are you willing to love your kids, are you willing to love another guy?  Are you willing to love somebody where you seek their highest good even if they don’t reciprocate. Are you willing to start to love at that level?  Is that where you are?  Because if you do that, you’re going to change the forest powerfully. I always think of, again, the warmth of a fire, the security of it, the good relationship that can be had around there. Love is about deep, warm, solid relationships, discipline. So work at it. Are you going to do that? Sign that one if that’s the case. Now if you’re finding yourself signing them all, now I want you to stop again and just back up for one second and say, am I committed to doing this and have I shown evidence of this year, during these twenty-three weeks, that I’ve been able to do it?  Because if all you’re doing is signing now and you haven’t been doing it, it’s a hope. I don’t want you to sign hope. I want somebody to grab this and say, you know what, look at this area in your life, number eleven. You’re doing it. I see you showing love. I don’t remember you showing love in the past. I see it now, man.  That’s what we want.  So your wife would say she sees more love from you. Got it?

Okay, twelve. Two rights do not make a wrong.  Alright, again, two rights do not make a wrong. Remember when we talked about that amazing reality of balance in our life?  When we get balanced with two right concepts, and we find a way to stand in the middle – remember we took the sword and we said, what if we could find a balance between two good ideas, two good truths?  What if when I needed to I could react this way and fight or I can react that way, but I could find a balance.  Have you found yourself to be a more balanced man?  My score was sixteen when we did that. That’s a half a year ago, well at least a half a trails ago. I trust and I haven’t retested myself, but I trust that my score is higher than that now.
Look at the next one.  Life’s answers begin with giving up one’s life. Life’s answers begin with giving up one’s life.  That is not something you do with a sword. That’s something when we dealt with the paradoxes of life, when we said this:  In order for you to live, a man has to learn to die.  To die to what?  To die to self. No not self being responsible to choose but rather die to making yourself the center of the universe. It’s the nobility of walking about saying not look at me, but rather look what I can do. Look at what difference I can make. It changes so many things.

Look at the next one. Hope is contagious. Remember we spent some time talking about giving hope?  When a man walks in a room, he’ll either drain the life out of it or he’ll bring life into it.  Are you a hope giver? Do you live with hope?  Do you believe in the best?  Hope is a cool thing for me because I heard the concept in the Bible when it says, faith, hope and love, the greatest of these is love. It’s at the end of 1 Corinthians 13.  I have to be honest with you on this one. Hope is easy for me. I trust God, so if something doesn’t go right, it’s okay.  I trust God.  Now my wife, on the other hand, struggles to trust God because she went through some stuff in her chain mail that makes it really hard. So hope is tricky for her because when she hopes, she leans in on the hope. Guys, I want you to understand, hope is contagious but I don’t want you to lean in on the hope because if the hope moves you fall.  You lean in by having hope on God. He cannot fail. He cannot fail. Don’t lean in on the outcome. I hope things will all work out, no.  My hope, my hope is in God. He’s going to do great things. I’m going to provide that hope wherever I go.

Look at the next one. The soul is the knight’s treasure map.  The soul is the knight’s treasure map. Do you remember when we had the table over here and the map was right here and we looked at it over and over again and said if we could just find our way?  It would be like this.  The soul is doing for you what somebody has done by giving you a way to go down a path on a trail.  The soul is what allows you the freedom to know where to go.  Remember we talked about the fact that the soul was not something that you – I love this idea – couldn’t see, something  you can hear.  Can you hear it? Can you listen to your soul?  What are you doing that will help your soul guide you through life?  It will always guide you to God by the way.  It will always guide you to the God who is searching for you, not you’re trying to get to God. It will guide you to a God that is trying to get to you through Christ.  Remember we talked about that.
The next one we talked about, we got done all of our principles together. We spent some amazing time just growing, trusting God, seeing a bigger world and all that. Then we talked about the fact that a principle is never a whim.  A principle is never a whim. It means that your spandex males don’t dominate who you are. We’re not whimsical about life. We don’t just run around and fool around. Haven’t you always wondered what it would be like just to play with a knight, you know, to shake him up a little bit, smack him alongside the head, see what could be done, just a suit of armor so you can be, I’m tougher than you, whimsical stuff. Do you know what the problem is with whims?  Here’s the problem with whims.  While it’s fun to do things as a lark, while it’s fun just to go ahead and just have fun, you don’t do life with principles like whims, or whatever. You do life with the solidness of a knight. You do life with a solidness that says, what this has  I want to have.  Something I can hold onto, something that I can grab, something that is solid. This is what we’re longing for, guys, why we stay away from whims.  Whims are not solid. They’re not principles. There nothing to rely on. You will cave in if you do that.  So stay away from the whims.

Alright look at the next one. The impact of nobility is always positive. The impact of nobility is always positive. Now it’s really funny.  It was easy for me to sign the whim one. I don’t live by whims. I live by principles. This one’s a little bit trickier because the impact of the nobility is always, always positive. It would be basically this, that if I was noble every time you were around me, you would sense that I was having a positive influence on the room, that every time I entered a room, you’d be confident almost like the spirit would be entering with righteousness and I can tell you there are moments when I just lose. I mean I just lose it. Ask the crew that’s here, ask my family.  So what I have to do is when I sign nobility and by the way, I have signed nobility. I signed this one but I didn’t sign it lightly.  Be very careful with this. It means this, do people that work for you think of you as noble?  Does your family, when you’re tired and you come home at night, think of you as noble?  How are you doing in this very, very important area.

Next one. Sexuality is a gift from God. Sexuality is a gift from God.  So I say the word sex and you say honest, exactly.  You will never hear sexuality and honesty without – you’ll never hear sexuality without putting honesty with it. As a matter of fact, you’ll never hear the word being honest without thinking sexual. It’s kind of fun. We just kind of expanded your world of thought. Sexuality is a gift from God and God is truth and God is honest. So like my wife and I behind the window, kissing, I wish we could have done that scene. We did do the scene a couple times. Actually it was a lot of fun. I wish we could do that all the time. I love being with her.  I love being with her because I’m no longer hiding stuff from her.  I love being with her because our sexuality has become honest not dishonest. She’ll tell you that one of the most painful parts of her life I’ve had the honor of being part of the redemption of it. I wish I could tell you that I’ve never scarred her or any other woman and you know the truth, I have. So what I now treat sexuality as is a gift from God and I will not, I will not, I will not scar another woman. So if you are playing on this edge, you’re playing in pornography, you’re playing on the edge, you’re not signing this one, yes. Sexuality and honesty go together. If you’re not demonstrating care and understanding to your mate in this area, don’t sign it. But if you can, wow.  That would be cool to have a bunch of guys walking around with sex and honesty in the same phrase. 

Next one. Knowing God’s call within you changes the world around you.  Knowing God’s call within you changes the world around you.  Guys, whenever I come to here, you think, okay, where’s the call. Well the call isn’t really down a trail, although when you cut it, it is. The call is really at the top of the fireplace.  The call is that thing that God has for you that will cause you to so get it, so live in it, so be it, so become it as you move closer and closer to it, you have this unique problem.  Here’s what happens. When you get here guys,  you know what you’re signing?  You’re signing the statement to say I’m going to live differently. I’m going to change the forest. I’m going to cut a trail. I’m going to make a difference.  How did you get there?  If you start at your call and then you go down here and then you change the forest, guys, you’re going to live on a level of freedom that is so amazing and the world has changed because you’re in it.  Men change the forest instead of the forest changing the men.
Look at the next one. Self-honesty is the first step in a good choice. Self-honesty is the first step in a good choice.  Remember you said let’s be real honest with us?  We did an evaluation getting ready for your knighthood plan. Courageously you took a test. What you didn’t know at that time but here’s what was happening, you were actually deciding whether or not you had the strength to cut this trail.  You’re actually saying, where would I run into some trouble. Where were my weaknesses and how am I going to work on it?  Guys, self-honesty is what I want you to sign. Are you committed to being self-honest?  Are you committed not just ____________ people about what you’re feeling. I’m talking about self-honesty with you. You don’t deceive yourself. If you’re struggling with an area and you look it square in the eye and you deal with it, say that’s where I’m struggling, you get some guys with ropes around your waist holding you accountable, you go to your God and ask him to guide you, you see a therapist, you do whatever you need to do to get that thing working out. Self-honesty is huge. Thanks for doing it. That’s why you wrote a better knighthood plan. Well done.

Look at the next one. A changed world starts with a changed man. We spent some time talking about how do we get changed. How do we change as guys, what are the steps to changing. You did it. I means that where your knighthood plan would represent. Remember, it’s always one small step.  If I’m going to change the world, if I’m going to change the forest, I’m going to have to learn how to change what steps I take. That’s what an oracle says. An oracle says, I am willing to change for the better. I will move this item from that item.  Remember, we took the podium and it was sitting right about here, I think it was, and we moved it to there. And then we took the pot and moved it up there and we took – that’s a different kind of pot by the way. Some of you guys went a little weird on  me on that one. We took that vase up there and put it up there and we took the sword and we brought it.  Remember we had to make changes, deliberate changes?  Guys, the world changes all the time. I’m not asking you to adjust to a changing world. I’m asking you to change, make yourself more in the image of God, the noble man you were created to be, impacting the forest around you.  Well done. Sign it if you’re there. Again, some of you by now have twelve or thirteen of them signed. Some of you might have signed them all. That’s not disingenuous. You have to be honest, saying this is what I think I can represent well.  Basically if somebody follows you, they would follow these principles alive.

Next one. A leader influences the world but not the other way around. A leader influences the world but not the other way around. This one is just something that’s just so much fun.  Guys, you were born to be leaders. Sometimes it means that you stand in front of the knight and protect it. That’s what it means.  You protect those behind you. Guys, remember we said this.  In order to protect your woman, you have to learn to protect the heart of every woman, right? That when you walk in a room everybody should be safer because you walk in a room. Men were designed to be safe. But it also means that you’re leading, sometimes you’re going to step behind, sometimes you’ll walk side by side.  Whatever it is, you and I are willing to be leaders. That’s why you took this course. Maybe you didn’t know you took it for this reason. Maybe you took this course because your wife said to take the course, but now you’re leading. If you’re there, sign it. I don’t mean you have a leadership position.  It’s not about position. It’s about the way you do life.  It’s about the influence you have.  

One more.  Without the spirit, a knight’s choice leads to death. Without the spirit, a knight’s choice leads to death. Remember this chair?  This has been my favorite chair throughout our time together. It’s been the relationship chair. It’s been what we sat in and we talked about relationships, but it’s also we sat in it and talked about the spirit.  Without the spirit, a knight’s choice leads to death. Think about that. Without the spirit, a knight’s choice leads to death. That means if you don’t have the spirit alive in you, all the rest of the core is probably going to destroy you and yet we say when your spirit is alive in you, in order for a man to live he has to what? Die.  Die to his own desires and let God elevate what his desire for that man is. Where are you in the spirit? If I ask you where are you in your relationship with Christ, have you chosen Him or have you pushed Him away, it’s okay either way.  You just need to make sure you made that decision.  If your spirit is alive, sign this one. It’s one of the coolest things in the world.  It will let your whole core function.

You know if I could show you a dozen scenes from Count of Monte Christo, each one would be the battle between a man and his desire for revenge versus the desire to do the right thing.  Men of nobility around him and all that goes on, Dantés has gotten out of the Chateau d’lf to the death of Abbé.  He has met a new friend.  His name is Zitara, but Jacopo is his friend. Jacopo and him find a treasure and become the Count of Monte Cristo, having found the treasure therein. He then sets an elaborate plot to get revenge on all those who have wronged him. In the meantime, he reconnects with the love of his life, a woman who did not betray him and never betrayed him. But he can’t see the forest through the trees. He wants revenge. In the movie “The Count of Monte Cristo” is about him trying to desperately to get revenge until it almost costs him the love of his life, his son and those important to him. The final scene of the movie, and let me take you there. He’s standing on the Chateau d’lf and as he’s standing on the Chateau d’lf, the place where he was imprisoned, he’s standing on the cliff there. As he stands there, he looks out at the water and he says, you were right priests, you were right. Revenge doesn’t do it. All that I have in the world that’s important is here with me, his future wife, his former girlfriend, his son, his friend Jacopo, all that’s important is here. I trust God, I trust God. What a great way to end a movie.  What a great way to end a year. You were right guys. If you had the courage to speak like an oracle, you had the wisdom to join us in this particular journey, you would find that you would trust God. Revenge wouldn’t dominate you and you would be a man of great nobility. Welcome knight. It’s an honor to be with you. See you next year at Roundtable. 
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