Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle

Week 3  


Welcome back guys. Week three.  On this trail today, we’re going to take a look at something that’s been going on all week, and you know it’s been going on.  You just don’t think about the fact that it’s been going on. See, when you and I get up every morning and the earth is rotating, I’m told. I don’t know how they figure this out, but they figured out that it’s rotating at about a thousand miles an hour. Now I don’t know how they did that, did they use a radar gun, how did they figure that out, but that’s what they say it is. Now, for me, it’s standing still.  I’m also told that not only is it rotating, but it’s rotating at an amazing speed around the sun at like sixty-seven thousand miles an hour.  Again, I don’t have any idea how they figured that one out either, but scientists are much cooler than I am. Now you have this spinning, going around this larger globe and that’s what life is all about and yet when you and I look around, it doesn’t seem like it’s moving at all.  But some days, not physically, but some days in order ways, doesn’t it just seem that the earth is just flying by. That time just doesn’t stand still, that the earth is just always in motion, constantly, driving at the high, high rate of speed?  Guys, that’s part of who we are as men. It’s part of what we do and go through.  


Sometimes we have to stop every once in awhile and figure out, okay, if this is the world in motion and it’s that quick, then we have to stop every once in awhile and figure out, well what just happened.  How did it happen?  How did it happen that way, which is really the title of this trail.  It happened that way. 

When I was sixteen years of age, I eluded to this last week.  When I was sixteen years of age, I had my Mustang.  It was a 1965 Mustang.  Now for now that would be an antique and everybody would like it. For me, because I’m so old, that was a pretty new car at that point. I paid about two grand for the car. It was I think about three years old when I bought it. It was a Mustang, a 289. It went fast.  In fact, it went real fast. I remember getting in the car one day. I dropped of a girl named Ann for a friend of mine and was at a red light at Horn and Heart at the intersection in Willow Grove of Morlin Road and Welsh Road. I remember looking over and next to me was a Camero, a Camero.  Anybody can beat a Camero.  I got a Mustang. So we give the universal signal that it’s about time to find out whether the guy next to me can drive his car as good as mine. Now granted, my car is an automatic because my dad didn’t know how to drive a stick. And so, the only car I could buy was an automatic and so nobody had ever taught me. So, I’m in an automatic.  I’m going to drag. I even shifted down a little bit, like, you know, I got in first, second, third.  It’s going to be so stupid. So I looked over and I give the universal sign, brrm, brrm, brrm.  I look over at the guy next to me and he brrm, brrms back and we are ready to go, light turns green. We take off. I blow the door off of him, man. I am hauling down there. I am feeling like a million bucks. I have to be like seven, eight inches in front of his car.  I look over at him, going, dude, you’re going down. As I looked over at him, there was a girl who was about two years my senior, eighteen, who had missed her turn. When she realized she missed her turn, she decided the thing to do on that four lane road, two lanes going my way, in my passing lane the best thing she could do was to stop where she was.  Now that would have been okay had I been paying attention to the road.  However, I was telling the guy in the Camero that he was clueless because I had seven inches on him. By the time I turned around and saw her, I literally had nothing to do but jam on the brakes. I didn’t even have time to turn the car.  My car went straight down underneath hers.  Her car went over my bumper, hit the radiator, drove the engine back and we didn’t total it, because back then you never totaled a car – hey it’s bent, well fix the frame up.  I remember sitting there and it was like the world was going whoosh and stopped. I will never forget that moment just sitting there and going, the world in which I am engaged in has stopped.  And the guy in the Camero, he didn’t even slow down. In fact, what was weird as I pushed my bowed door open and wiped the blood from the bridge of my nose, to get out of my car, I realized that nobody else was stopped. But my body was telling me I should still be moving but everything had come to this sudden shaking stop in the middle of the world.  I went up to the girl and she was okay.  I mean she screamed when she saw me. I was bloody.  I think she was mad at me probably for totaling her car, but I remember that moment and I just couldn’t believe how everything in motion suddenly stopped. 
The principle that we’re going to deal is the fact that the world in which you and I live in is in constant motion.  That’s Principle No. 3. So if we look at Principle 1, males are born but men are forged, and Principle 2, that a man is responsible for all of his choices, you need to understand that in light of the fact that the world is in constant motion and every once in awhile you have to slow it down for a second and figure it out. Every once in awhile you have to take a look at things, maybe a courageous look. So here’s what I want you to do. I want you to consider this.  I want you to think in terms of these three areas that we’re going to look at. It will be Roman numeral one, Roman numeral two, Roman numeral three. It’s all about a courageous act that we want to take. Now this isn’t going to be in your book but you could write it down on the side if you want. These are really the things we’re going to look at. 

A courageous act.  We’re versed to have a past evaluation, a present confidence and a future hope, so we’re going to stop in this world that is constantly moving, and we’re going to take a look at the past. We’re going to take a few moments and we’re going to see how that works. And then we’re going to take a look at the present. We’re going to take a look at what we’re doing and how we live in light of the past, because you see my life is about to be altered by this car accident, right.  And then, what are going to do going forward?  How do we function?  So every once in awhile, guys, I want you to just stop and evaluate.  Part of the wisdom of an oracle is that we just keep going.  We just don’t ever stop and the wisdom of an oracle says, stop. The world doesn’t stop. The world’s motion keeps moving. The world keeps spinning on its axis and the fact is that sometimes you and I need to say, I need to stop.  You can’t stop the motion of the world, but you have to make decisions, clear good choices in light of the speed in which it’s moving. So you need to be evaluating your past, taking a look at your present and moving forward into the future. 
Now look at Roman numeral one.  That’s where we’re going to look at the past. Roman numeral one says this.  Experiences from the past are more easily remembered and organized according to levels by, and then we’re going to look through a series of things that it does. Alright, so we’re going to take a look at these levels that we just have to take a look and evaluate ourselves. Now here’s what I’m going to ask you to do. Before I give you the letter A, I want you to think of an event in your life and you have to evaluate.  I can do this on so many levels, so you can have plenty in your level too. I want you to think about something that happened in your life probably less than positive. Now remember you have from, let’s go from sixteen down. Alright, since one of my memories is obviously sixteen when I had my car accident, go from sixteen down. Now I have a bunch of them.  I actually have – my memories actually have eleven years of really pretty good memories.  My dad then makes a bad choice to stop trusting God and as a result of that, his life starts to degenerate for the next forty-five years of my life and his. So I have, before eleven, post eleven and I have then also, how does the world around me that’s been surrounded to support me, how do they interact?  I want you to find something and I’m going to ask you as you go through these, A, B, C, and we go through all these areas to look at our past, I want you to put a plus or a minus if you felt that this was working positively or negatively in your life.  Now in order to do that though, I want you to pick an event.  Now for some of us, that’s really easy. It just comes to mind right away. My dad left my mom.  My brother got hit by a car. I mean whatever those events, and it doesn’t have to become those big traumas. We don’t always have those big traumas and so, I want you to stop for a moment and just say, okay, what’s an event that is sort of like a defining difficult event for me?  Because the world keeps moving. It doesn’t stop because you have grief.  It doesn’t stop because you have this thing. So I want you to think about that. So take a second, just take a second and think about it.  Just maybe study the globe for a second.  Okay, do you have yours?  Now I actually have made two side columns for me.  One is my first eleven years of life. One is the life after those first eleven years. And I don’t have very many negative memories in the first eleven years, so as a result of that, almost everything I do in this column is going to feel pretty positive.  I had a pretty cool childhood, especially compared to some of the things you guys have faced.  After, though, my dad made the bad choices in his life, things began to degenerate and when they did, it altered my state. Now I will tell you that when I had my car accident, my dad went to the judge with me to try to plead my case.  So he didn’t desert me, he didn’t abandon me like a lot of you guys have known.  But there was a withdrawal that was pretty painful. So I have sort of two columns because I have a very clear moment when my dad says, I don’t trust God anymore.  So whatever yours are, what I want you to do is put a plus or minus after each phrase.
Look at letter A under Roman numeral one. The emotional intensity of the original experience. Now remember, we are evaluating our past. What was the emotional intensity of the original experience?  How would you rate it?  Was it a plus or was it a minus? Was it one of those things that was, life for example, the emotional intensity of my children was pretty positive.  The emotional intensity of my later life got a little bit more negative, so I want you to stop and think, okay, what kind of level is this event I’m remembering?  For me to tell you the story of the car accident, for me to tell you the story of my dad’s decision, means that it had some type of intense level to it. So you’re going to evaluate that.

Look at letter B. Letter B says this.  How different the experience was from what was expected. I’m growing up.  Is the experience that I’m having being raised as a kid, is it what I expected it to be?  Did I expect support and didn’t get it?  And so, how does that work?  It’s interesting that again, very positive first eleven years. So man, I had everything I thought a childhood should be. I was told I was loved. I was valued.  It was – I was part of the family. I wasn’t king of the hill but I really wasn’t ignored, so my relationship was kind of cool with my family.  

It’s interesting, if you come over to the candles here, it would almost be like, if my life is all these candles, the first two candles are great.  The next two really get really fuzzy.  Then I start to clean up and then by the time I get to this current candle, which is the candle of my life, again it is really good, but it’s this gap sort of in here. So tell me a little bit about you as you think through, what was the change in things what you expected?  A, they were what I expected from here and they’re really going pretty cool here, but there’s some stuff in the middle here. I’ve had a lot of interesting trauma. I mean obviously I had a child with cancer, as you know.  I’ve had a lot of different things that have taken place in my life, but it’s really some of the changes that came right here and here that made the biggest imprint. So that’s us going through.
Now what I want you to think about is, where are you in this and how are you doing in this?  Don’t be afraid to look at your past and be honest about it.

Look at letter C. Letter C says this.  How important the involved individuals were to you.  So whatever happened to you, whatever trauma that happened to you, how important were they?  Let’s say that you’re biggest trauma as a kid was that you got beat up by a bunch of guys and they’re not very important to you, so you’re going to put, it’s not that important.  It’s a negative. But if it was – if they were very important people to you and they betrayed you.  My wife will tell of a time in our life when she was being abused and her mother watched it and then left her and so that’s an important person, your mom, is sort of abandoning, right. So, where are you on that one?  How important were those people?  That’s part of evaluating our past. To see why this world feels funny, because you know what, guys, you’re making decisions based off of those feelings. It’s part of how the whole thing works.
Alright, look at letter D. Letter D says this. When the experience occurred in your development.  When did the experience occur in your development?  I’m going to bring you back over here. I’m going to bring you back over to my candles. You see, early years, I mean really, really bad. I mean the earlier the year, if its in the candle number one, each year it gets, where it happens is significant. If my first child had brain cancer at the age of one, I would have been somewhere around here, right?  I couldn’t handle that.  When Caleb gets brain cancer, my twenty-one year old now, that’s at this phase of my life and so it’s a different place and so depending on the trauma, depending on where you were in your development, where did your trauma take place?  How old were you?  In the early candles, or what?  So it’s plus or minus as you kind of take a look at that area.

Look at letter E. Letter E says this.  How significant this experience was in light of other life experience.  How significant was this one in light of other life experiences?  Now for me, my dad’s decision not to follow God was huge. I actually knew it was big then and I didn’t even like God then and I knew it was big. My car accident, believe it or not, while significant, was nowhere near as significant as that. So how significant is the event you’re thinking of in light of your overall life. I mean obviously I’ve mentioned to you certain things that have happened in my family. What about you? What are these – how does this fit?  Now you guys, I know what happens right about now.  We start to get nervous.  We start to think, what if I keep thinking this way, I’m going to deal with some stuff that I’ve been hiding for a very, very long time. As a matter of fact, I’m afraid if you move this stone, you’re going to find out about some other stones in my life and I’d rather keep those really hidden. And, so we get a little nervous. You’re not going to be quizzed on this. Nobody is going to know, so don’t hide it. Let’s deal with it. Let’s stop for a few minutes and think, what would it be like if I were to just have the courage to kick this stone over a little bit and take a look. Are there other things you might discover?  Yeah, yeah. The things you put out of your mind?  Yeah, but it’s okay because part of knowing who we are to make good decisions in a fast moving world is connected to our courage to act, to push these stones over. 
So, what I want you to do is don’t be afraid to go ahead and do the next one.  Look at the next one on the list. The impact of this experience and the ways it affected your view of the future events.  How did this impact you?  How did it impact your future events? So, as you think through the earlier the candle, the earlier the candle, the greater the impact, right, because it’s sort of like you redirected the track.  Some of you guys, I know you’re on your second or third marriage and that first decision has impacted the second and third decision. And I know what these things are like. What they cause us to do is they kind of think, I’ve blown this think and I can’t fix this thing.  Well, yes you can.  You really can but you’re going to have stop and be honest about what you’re looking at, what the intensity of it is. Are we plus and minuses, how they’re growing in our life, what level are these at.
Look at the next one. The level of support you had from others throughout the experience and its aftermath. What’s the level of support you had?  Now this is going to get really important for us to stop and be honest.  How would you evaluate your level of support?  Was it plus or minus growing up?  Do you feel like that the people that were around you considered you to be important or were they sort of inviting you over to their chair.  You know, that relationship thing, where this hide relationship thing, where you felt safe and secure by the fireplace and it was all good, or was it more of over here in the cold and things we were afraid of and we didn’t want to deal with?  Was that it?  Take a look at what kind of support you faced in this area. 

Look at the next one for me. You’re ability to use past experiences to develop personal strength. Your ability to use past experiences to develop personal strength.  How strong have you gotten as a result of this?  Now you notice there, sometimes guys, you’ll see a line where there’s nothing to write in. You’ll just see an underlined word.  Underline that word. It means we want to emphasize it. I don’t want to make you write all the time. If you’re like me, you get tired of writing. So just underline that word, strength. Does this make you stronger?  Now, think about my life now. My dad’s decision to not follow God actually made me stronger in wanting to follow God at an earlier level. When my dad made his decision, I was not a follower of God and wasn’t too interested in Him.  But I knew my dad made a bad choice.  When I had my car accident right about here, you know what, it wasn’t that big of a deal.  I mean it was a big deal, nobody died and I put the car back together and so it really wasn’t that kind of thing and so it helps us to say, how does it work, what’s it all like and where do we go with it.

Look at the next letter. How well you process its mean and the grief and pain related to it. Now this is going to get tricky for us as guys. How well did you process the grief and the pain related to what’s happened to you?  This is so hard for us to process our grief because it requires a level of feeling pain that we don’t enjoy. Sometimes, though, we just can’t help it. It just of hits us and overwhelms us.  The world is spinning, we feel it and then suddenly we have to process it.
Remember how we always kind of look at a movie. One of the movies that you had to see – if you haven’t seen it, you missed one of the coolest baseball movies of all time.  It’s not “The Natural” and it’s “Sand Lot”.  The movie “Sand Lot” is about a bunch of kids playing sand lot baseball. I mean we played it actually in a circle, in our neighborhood, with houses all around it and we kind of used rubber balls, we couldn’t use hard balls because we would break windows.  But I remember we played it, we played it for hours. I mean hours and hours. And this is a story of a bunch of guys playing sand lot baseball.  And it a guy Smalls who tells the story and it’s of course, the Jet Rodriquez is the fast hero kind of guy. On this given day, this kind of event day.  The Jet loses their last ball and a great hit. They opt to stop unless somebody can find another ball. They don’t have enough money to go buy another ball, so Smalls goes into the house, takes the baseball from his stepdad’s prime collection and brings it out to play with it. And this is where we pick up a scene from this movie. Now think about it this way – this kid comes out and he has this prime ball that his stepfather has caught.  The stepfather that he is trying to get to like him, and they go to play baseball with it, Smalls is up because he got the ball and he takes a swing and he hits the ball over the fence in left field. Now that’s not too bad normally, except for over the fence in left field is this huge beast of a mastiff dog who has already eaten a kid and who knows how many others. And every time the ball goes over that fence, the game is over.  You can’t, it’s done.  You can’t get that ball back because the beast will eat you.  The ball’s gone over the fence. The problem is, it’s not just a ball.  Smalls comes out and he tells the guys that was not my ball. It was my stepdad’s ball and they go, well, yeah. And he goes, hey, I don’t know, it wasn’t that important because it was given to him by some woman. What kind of woman? I don’t know, somebody named Babe, Babe Ruth  and at that point, they all go absolutely insane. Babe Ruth.  Your dad’s ball is signed by Babe Ruth and he doesn’t know who she is and they try to tell him who Babe Ruth is. Finding he was the great bambino and then he realizes what’s happened.  At that point is when all the grief is felt. Guys, so when you’re sitting there and the movie stops at that moment, you all feel what the kid feels, don’t you?  You feel like, man my life is over because of what just happened. Bill’s ball is laying on the ground with the beast and it happens to have Babe Ruth’s signature on it.  
Now there’s one more I want you to look at under the past thing and this is huge, guys. You’ll understand that our spirit must come alive if we’re going to be all the man we’re supposed to do and so you have to understand this next one.

Look at J, whether you accept it as part of God’s plan for you. Whether you accept what you’ve experienced as part of God’s plan for you. Let me explain this to you. Because from my point of view, this is what makes the biggest difference in my life.  When I understand that God is involved in my dad’s life, He’s involved in my life, He didn’t cause my car accident. I caused it.  It was my choice. He didn’t cause my dad, at this point in my life, to stop following God. That was my dad’s choice. But what happens is, we need to understand God’s involvement with us in what’s happened in making us stronger and better. He takes the junk, whether it’s our best choice or somebody else’s bad choice and makes us stronger. This goal is to build us up.  It’s not to tear us down. It’s to move us in a correct direction.  
Everyone once in a while I think it’s important for you and I to realize that the choices that we make the things that we do, have a tremendous impact on the world around us. So if we’re going to look at what’s happened to us as well as the choices that we’ve made from our past – now remember, this is all the book that you’ve written, every page that you’ve written of your life from your past to now, from your birth to now, is done.  Every page you write from this moment forward is yet to be written. It’s blank, right. So at this moment, you take a look. You say, okay, God’s involved. What do I need to learn from God’s care and God’s involvement in my life?  

There’s a guy that I’m pretty sure you’ve never heard of – David Star Jordan.  David was just a brilliant man. He was an ichthyologist, which I didn’t know what that was.  He takes care of fish. I mean he was under all kinds of game commissions for the U.S. and he lived in the turn of the century, the 19th Century. He was the President of Indiana University, Stanford University. He was in all kinds of commissions, just an amazing guy, obviously very intelligent.  But his greatest love was studying fish and he got involved in world trade – peace trade agreements. I mean he just was one of those guys that made a pretty big difference in who he was in his education.  

I want to put on the screen for you a quote.  Here it is.  It goes this way. “Wisdom is knowing what to do next. Skill is knowing how to do it and virtue is doing it well.”  I’ll read it again.   “Wisdom is knowing what to do next. Skill is knowing how to do it and virtue is doing it well.”  I thought a lot about that particular quote by him and I thought, you know, if all we do as knights is look at our past, you’re going to just get stuck there.  You’re going to need to take a look at it, what does it mean today?  What does it mean today?  And then, what does it mean in the future and then make decisions based on my understanding of it. So I don’t run from your past. Take a look at it but don’t dwell on it and get beat up by it. I didn’t have a car accident today. I had it when I was sixteen. I don’t have to live in that and my dad who has died a few years ago, he does not make the choice today not to follow God.  He made it then.  You know, I can’t constantly live in the past. I have to then take what I know and move forward.  

So let’s take a look at a couple things we’re going to look at to understand how that works. Look at Roman numeral two. Experiences that are connected to our significant relationships contribute to the formation of our beliefs. Did your previous significant relationships you view you and others as – now this is going to get a little bit tricky.  Make sure you understand that whole thing. The importance of relationships contribute to the formation of our beliefs.  This is what I want you to stop and think in terms of.  We’re going to spend a few moments just finding out how those who are supposed to value you, valued you.  So we kind of sit in the relationship chair. We kind of sit here for a minute and we think, okay, is this as comfortable as it could be looking at my past, because there is where you’re going to have to move forward.  When we start to move forward from here, we say, okay, this is what I’ve done, now this is where I’m going.
Now look at Roman numeral two, letter A.  It says this.  Valuable, significant and someone to be loved. Did they look at you as I am good?  Did your parents look at you as valuable, significant and someone to be loved?  If you had a parent that said, I love you, I’m proud of you, it’s what you’re good at – especially your dad – then you’re going to say, yeah, I was that way. Now by the way, my first eleven years, absolutely. Oh my goodness. My second eleven years, from eleven to twenty-two, my dad was a little less in that area.  Some of you guys never knew that positive at all in your life. Did the significant people in your life value you?  Did you feel like you’re good?

Look at letter B. Letter B says this.  Worthless, not important and someone not to be cared for. I am bad.  Did you have – were you raised in a situation where you felt like you were not valuable? You see, my dad went through this degeneration, as I mentioned to you, and when I was like sixteen, seventeen years of age – it was during the hippy movement in the United States and my dad didn’t have hair and I could grow my hair long and my dad told me if I grew my hair long, I was going to get kicked out of the house. I remember sitting there going, you’re going  to throw me out of the house if my hair gets too long, and he looked at me and yep, yep, going to do that.  And at that particular point, I sort of felt like, what did he say, I’m not worth something?  Now for the most part, again, now remember, I’m the guy that felt pretty worthwhile, but you know what, I know a lot of you guys felt very different with your dad. So how do you rate that?  How does that score in your life?  Was that an important part?

Look at the letter C. The letter C says this.  Worthy of support, nurturing, being served and positive actions. In other words, the others are good, you’re worthy of support, you’re worthy of nurturing, you’re worthy of being positive, that you can make a difference. Did you believe that?  How many of you have, from an early age, felt that you could make a difference, that you could do something that would really, really change the world around you? Some of you, you’re forty-two years of age. You still don’t’ feel like you can do anything. You want to understand my dad, look at his dad and look at his dad.  Then you’ll understand mine. My dad was the most successful of all of his brothers, probably by far the most successful one in his family at that particular point.  I realize that whenever he would say that he’s stupid and whenever he would say he couldn’t do something, it was because he felt so much like he just had nothing to offer because he was told he had nothing to offer. 
Look at the next letter.  Consider this. Deserving of abuse, manipulation, neglect and negative actions. You know, if others are good, they’re going to help you or others are bad and you are worth being abused.  I’ve never been abused. Some of you have. You’re a male, one out of five of you have probably were sexually abused by the age of fifteen.  Almost one out of four now, but that’s not the only abuse. I mean’s there is all kinds of other abuse. I mean you’ve been bullied, you’ve been neglected, I mean there’s all this kind of stuff. I don’t live in that category.  My mate did. None of my sons do, which is really cool, but Lynn grew up in that environment so I tend to understand this a little bit, where somehow people are something you have to pull away from, because people hurt people.  I grew up believing that people help people. She grew up believing that people hurt people.  If you don’t think that makes a difference on how far away you get, what you do, and how you back off and how you look for safe spots to hide somewhere and things that get deeper and deeper away from what is dangerous.  You look for weapons to protect. Maybe that’s where you are.  Maybe that’s where you are on your journey.  
I want you to consider this next one, if you would.  Worthy of God’s love, support and guidance. This s all about hope.  I’m worthy of God’s love, His support, His guidance. Guys, this is enormous.  If people on earth that were supposed to take care of you didn’t think you were worth being taken care of, then you must not be worth being taken care of, and the God of the universe must not care about you.  And if your father can’t care for you, then God must not be able to care for you. Here’s some truth for you.  God loves you with an everlasting love and there’s nothing you can do to get him to stop doing it.  Here’s a truth for you – that God so loved you that He sent his own son to take your punishment and die in your place, beat death and let you live.  You can’t get any more loving than that, but how do you feel about Him in light of some of this stuff?  Now there’s a little bit of past going on here, but here’s what I want you to do.  It’s really your current decisions that are being made by this. It’s how you evaluate the world around you, how you protect, how you self-protect, what you’re willing to believe in and grow in.  Sometimes you start out really bad and you get better and you make good choices and sometimes we start out really good and get bad and make bad choices.
In your Knightly News, right there in your book, there’s a guy by the name of Abiathar.  Abiathar is a high priest. Abiathar is a guy who David greatly trusted. When they are in a battle, Abiathar would go and he would get the spiritual robes and they would pray and discover what God wanted them to do in the battle in the Old Testament. David trusted Abiathar.  When his own son, David’s own son, ran a coo against him and so many people deserted him, Abiathar stuck with him. Abiathar was a guy that would do well all of his life, started off so very, very well. The world is in constant motion. Something in Abiathar, we don’t really know what it is, but something in Abiathar that when David died and his son, Solomon, was becoming king, Abiathar decided he didn’t want to side with who God was selecting as the king of Israel, Solomon. He decided he would go with another guy. Kings don’t take very kindly to coos    who run against them.  He is removed from the high priest by Solomon, but then Solomon says these words, very, very wise and profound words. He says, you would be a dead man if it wasn’t for what you did for my dad, but now, you’ll not be high priest anymore, now you’re not allowed to leave this area any more, and his life almost becomes the life of a prisoner. It’s almost like the candlesticks went in reverse in his life. It’s almost like he was moving this way, positive, positive, positive but then just hit this thing and he just swung it around and as he did, he started to go from up to down in his life.  I don’t know where you are, guys, but you can make choices, different than Abiathar did, to make all the difference in the world. The world’s still spinning, we got to make good choices. 
So how do we do that?  We take a look at Roman numeral three. Roman numeral three goes this way, some of life’s filters which have the greatest influence on our future perceptions are created as a result of significant relationships, so the filters that go forward, these filters from the past will have often a lot to do with how we move forward. It’s really where your hope comes from. Now guys, I don’t care what your background is. I don’t.  I don’t. I mean, I do, I really care about you, but I don’t really care because it is not an excuse. You’re responsible for all your choices. The question now is what are you going to do going forward?  How are you going to look at this?  We’re going to talk about chain mail. It’s that stuff that kind of covers the body to protect it.  If those filters are bad on your chain mail, it’s protecting your core, so your core – you can imagine, my shirt is my chain mail.  It’s like my Kevlar vest.  If I have my core tucked in here – remember our dog tags have our core on it – if I have it tucked in here, it’s what keeps me safe unless the Kevlar vest is back.  

So here’s what we’re going to do. We’re going  to take a look at a couple things that I think will help us see life a little bit differently. Look at letter A, Roman numeral three.  This is when we have some problems. When they may cause a sense of woundedness or contribute to a negative definition of the self and the forest. If you are feeling bad about you, your past filters will cause you to believe things about you that aren’t true.  Woundedness is what we all feel, guys.  Come over to my candlestick for a minute.  My dad wounded me here. He did. I don’t think he meant to.  I don’t think it was about me.  My car accident didn’t wound me anywhere near like that accident of my dad. Woundedness is that I have this pain. I’m trying to figure out what to do with it and it impacts my belief. Guys, we’re all wounded. All of us have it to one degree or another. It doesn’t have to change how we go forward as long as you can alter the filters that are protecting your core so that you can make good decisions. Guys, every decision from here on in can be a good one. All we’re going to do is get – the world is moving rapidly. You need to evaluate it well to make a good decision.

Look at letter B.  Letter B says this. They may provide a positive model that serves as a helpful example when making important decisions.  What you and I want to look at is, do we have positive models that will help us know how to do it.  Now guys, you can’t do anything with what you were given, right?  What you were given is what you were given.  It’s what you do now. So let’s say you surround yourself with a bunch of idiots, right, a bunch of guys you shouldn’t be hanging out with. They are spandex males. They are not who we need to be with. They’re going to be negative role models. What you need to do is put good role models in your life. Some of the guys you’re going to get together with in your campfire, you talk through life, those guys. The guy that you have on the top of your sheet that started week one, where we said this is a guy that’s a positive influencer.  You need to find people that are going to move you forward because you got to make good choices. Some of them are your parents. For some of you, that’s not that way. Some of them are your brothers and sisters. For some of you, that’s not that way. That’s what we need to have deep into our lives moving forward in a fast moving world. The world is in constant motion. 
Look at letter C.  Some of the filters which have the greatest influence on our future perceptions are created as a result of significant relationships, right.  These types of experimental filters require a conscious effort in order to understand the foundational effects they have on our future choices.  You and I need to be willing to take a hard look in a fast spinning, moving world at what’s happened to us, and be able to make wise choices going forward.  We’re going to have to think it through, be willing to make those hard key movements even though the world is not going to stop. It’s going to keep going even in the middle of your accident.

Look at D. D says this.  Most individuals have developed filters connected to, and here they are. We’re just going to fly through them. The primary female nurturing figure seen as a mother.  Is that a positive or negative for you?  The primary male role model seen as a father.  How’s your dad?  My mom’s very positive. My dad’s not so much. Support figure such as brothers, sisters and friends.  I had one sister. She was very supportive. We had not much of an extended family but we have people around us that take good care of us. How did you do in that area?
Four, significant relationships defined as extended family. Now we’re going to go beyond your brothers and sisters to people that go and we say, what about those who are my cousins and everybody else.  Did you have a good strong support base? Do you still have it?  It’s a good way to take a look at whether your filters are faulty.  If you have a good strong support base, your filters are probably pretty good.  

Look at the next one. A relationship that provides important life skills and encourages personal development with a teacher, a mentor, a coach, or a pastor. If you remember, if you put down that mentor thing, remember that whole thing of when we started two weeks ago and we said, here are the people in my life that made a difference.  They were all the coaches, the pastors, the mentors, the teachers that made a difference in our lives. Finding those will help you tremendously.  You know what’s interesting?  The first one got involved in my life at nine. Two years later my dad starts to degenerate. You don’t think God knows what he’s doing.  You don’t think God knows how he’s going to protect me. And that next one comes at eleven, the next one comes at fifteen. The next one comes at sixteen, and you know what, He’s been doing that since you’re like two. I know you can’t remember it.  It doesn’t always feel like it’s happened that way, but he’s been bringing people into your life to do this. It’s the way God operates.  So how’s that area been in your life? 

Look at the next one. The influences of one’s faith as viewed from the environmental fate or God’s intervention perspective. How do we view your faith?  How do you see that God’s involved with you, that this is no accident, that He cares, that this very fastly spinning world, you didn’t get lost in it. He can see you.  He cares about you. He knows you. He values you greatly.  How are you doing in that area?

Maybe the best way for us to think this thing through is actually in light of the movie “Sand Lot”.  You see, Smalls is in deep trouble because Bill’s Babe Ruth ball is hit over into the fence and after trip after trip after trip, trying to rescue that ball from the beast and failing, Smalls realizes his life is over as he knows it.  But Benny Rodriguez the Jet, Smalls’ friend will have a dream. In that dream the great bambino will come out of his closet in the middle of the night. And whether you’ve seen the movie or not, what happens is when Babe Ruth talks to Rodriquez, he says, what are you made for?  What are you good at? And he says something that is so amazing. He says, buddy you just got to do what you were designed to do, go do what it is.  And you know what Benny the Jet is, he’s the Jet, he’s fast. Maybe he can jump over the fence, grip the ball and outrun the beast. That’s what you’re designed for? And then he says something that I think is so important for you and I as guys. He says, heroes, heroes are remembered, but legends live forever. Heroes are remembered, but legends live forever. He kind of called in that dream, Benny up to this – a buddy, I don’t know what’s happened to you up to this moment, because I know you’ve always been afraid of the beast and you can’t beat it, but now I want you to jump the fence.  They’ll talk about you forever. Guys, I really believe that God designed you to make such a difference, that a year from now your name will be on top of somebody’s sheet.  A year from now, you’ll be the kind of man that people will look at and say, man, whatever he is, whoever he is, whatever he’s come from, it’s taken me in the right direction. 

What so amazes me is that you have the courage to sit here week after week, be a Knight of the 21st Century, letting God take you to what He designed you to be. Well done. Well done. See you next week.  
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