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I know you guys are going to find this kind of hard to believe, but I used to be pretty good at racket ball, Yeah, really. An athletic conquering event kind of thing. Now I know, you know I run the hundred dash in about two weeks, but the reality is, man, for a time period in my life, man, that was the sport I was pretty good at. I used to play with a variety of guys, play with a team and do okay. It was really good, except for this one guy. He was old. I mean he was stinking old. Now probably knowing then, I was like twenty-one so he was probably like my age now and we would play together and I was on a team of guys that we would play. We would travel a little bit from court to court and have this kind of competition and this guy would be the one guy you would want to avoid.  He was good.  I mean really good. I would run around chasing the ball like a little puppy dog, just going, ha, ha, ha, ha everywhere and he would be in the middle just going ahem, ahem, ahem. And no matter where I headed it seemed like every once in awhile I’d get mad at him, so I’d hit him in the back with the ball so he’d try to get out of the middle and it didn’t seem to faze him.  And every once in awhile I’d get lucky and hit a shot that forced him away from that middle and inevitably, he’d hit another shot that would drive me out the middle and he’d be back there. No matter how hard I tried, beating him was almost impossible. You know why I had so much trouble with him?   Think the reason I had trouble with him was that he was balanced. He was balanced to the ability to say, you know what, I know the difference as to where to stand and where not to stand, where to keep everything in balance in my life. And you can tell that balance is not easy.  Balance is not an easy thing to do. It’s hard guys. It’s hard to be balanced and yet he found this ability that he knew in the center of the court, a little bit back from the service line, if you could remain there, you could beat your opponent. So while I was running around getting exhausted, he was not hardly breathing hard at all and just playing a balance game. 


We’re going to do something today and then I’m going to tell you that I bet you nobody has ever, ever done with you. In all my years of taking tests, whether it be in academic settings or business settings or ministry settings or whatever, I’ve never had a test like you’re about to receive. Actually it’s not a bad test. It’s actually a fun test. It’s the kind of thing where you and are I going to look at to see how do we find ourselves in the hard place of being balanced?  Most of us are out of balance in one form or another, so we’re going to take a kind of an interesting journey. 

Here’s what I want you to get balanced on. This is the area that we’re going to focus on. Principle No. 12, which is what this trail represents is this:  A man knows when to say I was wrong and humbly face his errors. A man knows when to say he’s wrong and humbly faces his errors. That is a well balance. When you can get to the place you go and you know, I know I wasn’t right there. I’m sorry. All of a sudden, you find yourself, nothing’s going to knock you off. It’s going to make you a very balanced individual.
This is going to be a different kind of a day for us because most of your writing is going to be done almost right away. You’re just going to be doing some circling. We’re going to explain how this works and we’re going to look at a series of areas to be balanced in and see how well we’re balanced, alright. Now here’s what I want you to do. I want you to have some critical thinking that’s going to be necessary for this mind’s warrior to deal with the forest in a balanced way. Remember, maintaining balance necessitates dealing with pressure from two opposite forces in the same time. So I’m going to ask you to use your warrior now. This is everything about a warrior. Now if we’re going to use warrior, we’re going to have to go get our sword. If we’re going to get a sword, you have to think in terms of not like we’ve been talking. We’ve been talking about those areas in a man’s life where, what kind of friend are you.  We talked about that area about what kind of a lover you are. By the way, guys, you handled that stuff really well.  Where you’re going with that is awesome. But now we want to talk about the warrior side of you and I actually want to talk to you about it being balanced. If my sword is not well balanced, I can’t fight well.  Everything about it is.  So actually here is the easiest place to hold and wield this weapon. It’s balanced. It’s what it’s designed to do. Now this is actually more of a show sword.  It doesn’t have that sharp edge. It’s probably only been pounded out like we are forged as men maybe four or five times.  But the reality is that it is a balanced weapon. The key is that you become a balanced individual. 

Let me read you this statement.  To determine the level of balance you’ve achieved at each area below, circle the number that represents where your personal tendencies are.  Circling balance implies that you feel balanced in this specific aspect of your life, alright. Now that’s a weird set of instructions but let me explain it to you this way. The instructions are as follows. They are as simple as I can give them to you. If this is a balanced position, where you’re resting, your sword is ready, it’s like a military guard at ease. He’s balanced. He’s ready to jump into whatever he needs to do but he stands there comfortably waiting to see if he needs to react.  Now let’s assume that something happens that causes you to react to. Let’s assume it happens this way. Balanced, step one. Step two. Step three. Step four. Step five. Got it?  I’m moving away. Now guess what happens when I do that?  Whatever issues over here I’m getting further away from and I’m getting more out of balanced with it. So if I have a crisis in my family, come on back here.  I have a crisis in my family.  It’s going well and all of a sudden I realize something’s going on, I react. If I can handle it here, it’s done. Step one.  If I can handle it here, step two. If I can handle it here, step three. Step four.  Step five depending on what it is. I’m fighting something. I’m fighting something that needs to be taken care of. But while I’m doing that, let’s assume over here is my business. Let’s assume over here is my company or church, whatever you work for, whatever you do, right?  Let’s assume that while you go there, you’re leaving this area out of balance. It’s like it’s rising up because now all of a sudden nothing’s being done in this area. All the attention is being given there. And you know what it’s like guys, because you find yourself giving attention in a thousand different directions. How do we find the balance in the middle of all this is what you and I need to work on. 

So let’s assume we do the opposite, alright, because we can do the exact same thing in business. There’s a crisis, right, so I set, I turn, I bring, I go, I swing, right?   Same thing.  My family’s now, right.  It’s that balance problem. So there’s nothing wrong with your business, right?  There’s nothing wrong with your family. These are important areas of your life or your physical care of yourself, your spiritual care, how well you’re taking care of your core, all these things, guys, are what you and I have to worry about being balanced about. So what we’re going to do is we’re actually going to give us a test where you find out where are you. We’re going to give you two good things. They’re not two bad things. It’s easy if one was bad and one was good, it would be easy to figure out the balance. We’re going to give you two vital, clear things that you and I should be working on, should be dealing with. 
Now what I’m going to ask you to do is to rate yourself in that.  Where am I. Now you can only circle one.  You can’t circle two numbers, one on one side, one on the other.  You’re going to circle just one number. It’s all a test to see how balanced you are. Nobody has ever asked me, nobody how balanced I am.  And yet as a man it’s absolutely critical for you as a warrior. A warrior out of balance means he’s fighting like a crazy man over here.  And a lot of us do that as men. We’re always over here off on little charges and leaving everything else vulnerable. What we have to do is live most of our lives balanced. That’s the goal.

So we’re going to give you two statements. You’re going  to look at those statements and you’re going to decide, do I believe the statement on this side is one that I lean to a little bit more than the statement on that side. Well if I lean to it just a little bit more, you’re going  to circle one. It’s just going to be move one, right? If you lean over here, move two, move three, move four, right on over to your tack.  Just so you know, the further out you get, it’s like any fulcrum, the further up you get, the higher up the other side goes out of balance. So it’s all a test of balance. As always, there’s no right or wrong answers here. You can relax on that. You can’t flunk this test. There’s no way. You’re just going to find out where you are. 

Now interestingly enough, if I had taken this test when I was twenty-one running around like a puppy dog on the racket ball court, I would have been out of balance on most of the answers.  Because of what we’ve been doing with Knights, and some of the things we’ve been doing with the guys at home to be accountable, some of the things that happened in my relationship with Lynn and everything else, I am actually going through this test. I have sixteen items that are balanced. I was actually really surprised by that. I thought I’d be a lot more out of balance than I am.  Now I’m out of balance in several areas, but there were sixteen that I was balanced in. 

So here’s what I’m going to ask you to do. I’m going to ask you to go through this journey with me and we’re going to kind of take a look at different phases as we work through this. Because there’s so many issues that I’m going to ask you to circle and work through, I want you to know that the authority or the concept of what we’re going to do is going to be based on this. You’re going to have to trust that the questions that we’re asking, the areas that we’re looking to be balanced on, the things that Roy put together are the keys checking a pulse of what kind of warrior you are, what kind of willingness you have to fight the appropriate battles. For you guys that weren’t with us last year when we did Warrior, year two – Squire, year one, Warrior, year two – you guys that weren’t with us, we spent all last year trying to figure out what were the key battles for men to fight. 

So, let’s look at number one. There are two options. I want to tell someone that I think they are wrong. I want to tell somebody that I think they are wrong. By the way, nothing wrong with that. Bosses have to do that, your family members have to do that, not because I told you so.  There’s a guy on our team that I’m forever telling him that he’s wrong just because it’s fun to do that. I’m not talking about that. I’m talking about the fact that we get involved and just along the way saying, I am willing to say this is wrong.  Or on the other side.  I want to be open to different opinions. I don’t want to be so quick to judge. Now, as you look at this, I want you to circle one of these.  And as you’re circling it, let me tell you how it worked for me.  When I looked at this one, I was thinking about how this worked. I’m a one on the think people are wrong side.  This is about me and value, what’s of value.  Is it more important to get the truth out or is it more important to have the other side of the spectrum happen and I’m open to what everybody else does?  It’s really interesting for me. I would have been way over here a couple years ago, much more willing to give my opinion, far less willing to listen to who people were and where they came from. But through the series of guys involved in my life and through a lot of things that have been happening as God has been changing me, I’m getting pretty close to here. I’m a one, right, in that position, but it’s about value.

The second one is about pain. I want to express how someone has hurt me. I want to be open to forgive or restore. I want to express how somebody has hurt me. I want to be open to forgive or restore. How do you do in that one?  Where are you in the area of pain?  If you’re wounded and you need to be able to express that pain, that’s very important guys. Don’t ever hesitate to tell somebody where you’ve been hurt. It’s part of the key to growth. It’s pretty strong. What?  I want to be open to forgive somebody too. It’s hurt me so I don’t want to just make the point. I want to just confront. Sometimes you have to confront. Sometimes you have to forgive. How are you doing on this one? It’s actually one that I’m fairly balanced on.

Look at number three. Number three says this. I want to get a task completed. I want to be open to discover a better approach. This is about doing versus learning.  Doing versus learning. This is one that I kind of mess up on. I tend to be a little bit more of a doer than a learner, alright?  I’ll figure it out as I go, guys. So as a result of that, I’m actually coming in stronger there. I’m actually right around one, two-ish. How are you doing on this?  Where are you? Are you balanced or are you not balanced?  Doer or learning.  How do you do with that one.

Look at number four. Number four goes this way. I want to get my needs met. I want to serve others.  Now I’m going to give you a concept here. I want to get my needs met.  I want to serve others. Let’s say that they are both Christ-like. Now it sounds like the one is – I want to serve others. That sounds like it’s Christ-like going this way. But I want to have my needs met is also Christ-like. Do you know what that means?  It means that all that I am as a man has to be developed and flourished so I can accomplish what I was designed to do. It’s sort of heading towards the goal up there of what we want to hit in our lives. So we realize that Christ-likeness and that the Christ sometimes went and took a nap, fell asleep in a boat in the middle of a storm, disappeared when a lot of guys thought he should be doing other things, but he just went and got refreshed with God. That’s because he had his needs met while serving others. Now this is where I get out of balanced. I’m a two on this one. See, I go from here. I lift up and I go and I’m about this far into it. I’m, I struggle with this one because I somehow think serving is better than having your needs met, right, because it even sounds better. You want to serve, guys, but you want to serve out of a full tank.  Balance means that my tank is full and I’m willing to serve.  I’m balanced. I’m doing okay in a good position. How are you doing so far? Where are you scoring yourself? Are you balanced?  Have you hit any zeros yet? I haven’t hit a zero yet on mine.  So how are you doing?

Look at the next one.  I want to vigilant about what can harm me. I want to be vigilant about what can harm me. The other one says this.  I want to be relaxed and fearless. I want to vigilant about what can harm me. I want to be relaxes and fearless. This is about your mortality guys. If all you’re worried about what can harm you, if you’re really out of balance and you’re shooting over here, over here, over here, you live your life in fear, worry and despair.  But it’s also wise because there’s things out there that can harm you. That’s what you have armor for, chain mail.  So we know that this is valid. The more you get out here, the more trouble you’ll get in this. I want to have this relaxed, don’t worry Christ says. Don’t worry about tomorrow. I’ll take care of it. I want to have this relaxed side. So what does that mean?  How that lean getting over here?  I actually lean a little bit more on this side than the other side. I worry less. I don’t expect people to betray me very much so I live over here, but I’m still out of balance.  How are you doing on that one.

Kedorlaomer is a guy in your Knightly News that was a warrior, a king who actually opposed some cities in the Old Testament in the book of Genesis, fought some battles and won those battles and actually captured a man by the Lott who was Abraham’s nephew. Abraham, that was his name, Abraham at that point.  Kedorlaomer is a guy that is not in balance. He’s pure warrior. He’s pure conqueror.  He actually says, I don’t really care about anything else. I just want to conquer, conquer, conquer, conquer. Conquerors are leaving all kinds of things behind them that make them vulnerable. They just don’t think about it. This particular king is about to fight against a man, Lotts’ uncle who is a righteous man, a balanced man, a man after God’s heart, a man that God will say, all the nation of Israel and the line of Jesus Christ will come through this particular man. What he’s going to do is he is going to take a group of guys, shepherds, not warriors, shepherds and because Kedorlaomer has chosen to go after Lott, his nephew, he’s going  to go rescue him.  Abraham goes and he attacks. This particular king and his arrogance never sees it coming that a few shepherds could beat him. Not only did they beat him, but they reconquered back everything he’s taken, all the spoils of war and they bring it back. Lott and all the people of the city of Sodom, he rescues everybody from that king. But that king gets beat twice in the same day because the king was a man completely out of balance and he runs into a man completely in balance. You see Abraham not only was willing to shoot over in this area necessarily, he was balanced in the area of morality.  So when he had all of the spoils of war, he kept none of them. He gave them all back where he said, do I want to keep anything that would make me take God’s glory away for what God has done here.  A king out of balance can’t possibly live next to a man like Abraham. When you are a man in balance, here’s what you do, guys. Every other guy out of balance including me when I’m out of balance or you when you’re out of balance, every other guy is in some way in jeopardy because you’re in balance. When a person’s in balance around them, here’s where I mean by in jeopardy. It will reveal how out of balance you are and to the extreme that you are, one to five, depending on where you are, that will have a collision as to what is going to happen and it will cause you to fall apart. So what we have to do is say this, how do I get to be more balanced?  Be honest with yourself. Don’t try to get the right score. Be honest, keep scoring yourself, but strive to be balanced.
Look at the next one. I want to be organized. Nothing wrong with that one. I want to be organized. I want to be as flexible as the situation demands.  I want to be organized and I want to be flexible as the situation demands. Now, if I were to circle these two, I’d probably circle I want to be organized, but I want to be flexible. This is actually one I’m balanced on. I’m just balanced on this one. This is one that I do real well in.  How do you do with that one?  It’s about planning.  It’s about flexibility. It’s about the ability to be organized. It’s all about these things that, where are you on that?  You’re going to find out a little bit about your core when you keep walking through this.

Look at number seven.  I want to hold others accountable for their actions. I desire to be known as a man of grace. This is justice versus forgiveness. Holding accountable for actions versus grace. I tend to forgive really quick, so I’m a one. I want to get over it balance. My wife will then to be wanting justice a little bit more so she slides over this way. Some of the guys I hang out with slide in the justice scale a lot. I learn a lot about that because I see them get out of balance and so I kind of over counter it, you know.  But on the other side, sometimes I’m way too merciful and they show me, man, you have to pull yourself in. Balance is right in between justice and mercy, justice and mercy.  How are you doing in that one?

Look at the next one. I want to plan for my future. I want to plan for my future, number eight. I want to walk by faith. Boy, there’s an interesting concept. A man who is going to be a man of faith, and a man who is going to plan for his future. How do you do both?  Well what you do is this, whatever planning you do, you turn over to God. You trust Him that He knows what He’s doing. I’m pretty good in this one. I’m pretty balanced in that one. How are you doing in that area, that interesting walk between those two.

The next one, again, keep giving yourself this test.  It’s going to reveal stuff about how well this hard world of balance takes place in your life.

Look at the next one. I want to be socially active. I want to have adequate time for reflection.  I want to be socially active. I want to do a lot of things. I want to have adequate time for reflection.  This one is all about time, guys. This is really about how much time do you spend in relationship both with God and man. So it’s about the comfortability that you have between time of reflection, discovering who you are and making wise choices and thinking things through and time with people. There needs to be a balance. Christ was a master at this. By the way, you want to do an interesting study of the life of Christ. He is balanced characteristic, after characteristic after characteristic as we go through it here. So, finding the balance is really key on this one, because it’s all about time relationship.

Look at the next one. I want to work hard for excellence. I want to practice the skill of acceptance. I want to work hard for excellence. It’s about quality, but I also want to practice the skill of acceptance. I happen to work for a church that excellence is a huge, huge priority for us and sometimes that striving for excellence gets us out of balance about awareness of others’ needs sometimes within our staff, not within the church itself, but within our staff.  That is huge for us to stop every once in awhile and think, okay, how are we doing, quality both in relationship and people’s needs and quality in the excellence of which I do my job. It’s true in a church, it’s true in a business, it’s true in a family. How are you doing on that one?

Look at the next one. The next one says I want to be goal directed in achievement focus. I want to live a life of gratitude.  The question here is about enough, about enough.  Am I driven?  Well you can be driven and that can be in excess or you can be too complacent, but gratitude is basically saying this. You know what God, I thank you for what I have. I’m balanced. I’m okay with that and God I still want to strive for excellence and do more and accomplish more.  But I’m always grateful for what I have, so it’s never I deserve. It’s this awesome kind of place in the middle.  Balance is great.

Look at the next. The next one says, I want to be respected for my excellent work ethic. I desire to have fun and play. Respected for my excellent work ethic. I have fun and play. This is about your reputation. This is – I’m a two on this one. I’m out of balance on this one. I tend to feel like a better, a harder work ethic makes me a better man so therefore I play not enough. I’m not as balanced on that one.  It’s been hard on my family. It’s been hard on some of the guys I hang out with.  But you know, I don’t always find the time just to go hang out with guys. It usually has to be purposeful and directive. So how balanced are you in this kind of area about how you’re perceived by others?   And how you’re perceived by others is really important. Your reputation of meaning do people see me as a guy they want to be around. How balanced am I?

Look at the next one.  The next one says this. I desire to be a father and a mentor to those around me. I desire to acknowledge another person’s freedom to be different. I want to be somebody who is going to care for those around me. I want to have another person’s freedom to be different. This is about having you be like me or me being like you. It’s that concept, you know. That’s really the whole deal.  How balanced are you in valuing the other person, not wanting them to be like you, but how well you’re balanced.  You don’t have to be like somebody else, so it kind of works kind of cool in that area.

Next one. Are you circling away, find out how many you are? This one has to do a lot with focus. I desire the efficiency that comes with following a routine. Number fourteen. I want to be spontaneous regarding what comes my way.  This is about your focus. Some of you operate off of lists. Some of you operate spontaneously. How are you doing in this area?  That is what helps you a lot to know how balanced you are. 

Look at the next one. I want to learn new things. I don’t want to compromise my values.  I want to learn new things. I don’t want to compromise my value. This is where you’re going to discover. Are you willing to discover new things about who you are?  Are you willing to discover all kinds of possibilities. There’s a balance here that when we get out of balance – I’m in balance on this one – when we get out of balance, sometimes it causes us to get involved with people that do destructive things, get involved with things that man just all of a sudden we find ourselves not making wise choices.

There’s a guy by the name of Cicero.  I’m going to put a quote up for him in just a minute. But Cicero was an interesting guy. He lived about a hundred years before Christ. He studied law and philosophy and education, so he’s a teacher and he’s a lawyer and all that and he actually did as much as he could. He became a politician. For the most part he did pretty positive things. You find that his life was a life fairly well balanced considering the day in which he lived. As a matter of fact, the more I read about him, the more I realized this is a guy that just doesn’t seem to be having a bad anything somewhere along the line. He sort of made some pretty good choices. A man of balance.  Maybe it’s reflected in this quote. “The function of wisdom is to discriminate between good and evil.”  The function of wisdom is to discriminate between good and evil and actually that’s what we’re doing here guys.  Although it would be real easy if we had a scale and on the one side was evil and the one side was good and that’s what we’re doing, this is actually where there’s two good opportunities and you have to decide which one’s taking you down the wrong path. Wisdom is helping you discriminate.  Cicero lived his life in a way that made that possible. I appreciate very much how balanced he was in his approach to life. 
Look at the next one. The next one says this, number sixteen.  I want to live a life of self-control. I do not want to be a perfectionist or rigid. I want to live a life of self-control. I do not want to be a perfectionist or rigid. This is about your desire, a desire to be balanced. This is really it. I mean do I want to be self-controlled or do I want to be inflexible. Now some of you guys, I know who you are.  You demand everybody else do it your way. You’re inflexible. God says you need to be balanced on this one. And some of you, you go the other way and so you have to find that middle ground. How do you do on that one?
Number seventeen. I want to appreciate what I’ve accomplished. I want to humbly recognize my source of strength. I want to be appreciated for what I’ve accomplished. I want to humbly recognize the source of my strength. Guys, you’re made by God so if you’re going to recognize the source of strength is Him, then you have to go this way, but also, guys, you’re made to boast about the things that God designed to boast about. Now that sounds like arrogance, but scripture says that I don’t boast beyond the field I’ve called to, but there’s a sill level I have. You have a gift, you have a calling.  You’re of infinite worth. You’re amazing, right?  Balance finds a spot right in the middle. I’m out of balance on this one. I tend to actually look for praise of man more than just being able to say, okay, God thank you so much for what you’ve done, so He and I battle on that sometimes. I’m a little out of balance on this one. How do you do on that one?

Look at the next one, eighteen. I want to submit to authority. I want to make my own decisions. I want to submit to authority. I want to make my own decisions.  If you own a business, you’ll probably be a little out of balance on this, not that owning a business is out of balance, just that you tend to have to be the one to make your own decisions. If you work for somebody, you’ll tend to be, you know, I feel a little bit more comfortable being told what to do. There’s finding a balance in between it, because no matter if you own a business or work for somebody, one time you’re going to lead or one time you’re going to follow and it’s always learning.  How did you do on that?  How balanced are you?

Look at the next one.  The next one says, I want to be consistently involved with my family.  I want to give those I love their space. I want to be consistently involved with my family. I want to give those I love their space.  This is Lynn’s and my problem. I wish I could tell you that I’m balanced this way. I wish I could tell you I’m right here, but I am over here, man. I am forever wanting to be involved with my family. Now guess what Lynn is?  Lynn solos in the woods for a week at a time by herself. I solo in the woods for fifteen minutes trying to find a place to go to the bathroom and that’s it.  She’s over here and I’m over here and what we have to do is find this.  We have worked really hard to find the balance in our relationship given the freedom for her to solo, me to be involved in the family, learning how to skill set those areas and find the balance in between. That’s what we work on.

Look at the next one, twenty.  I want to be seen as reliable. I want to be seen as reliable.  People will perceive me as reliable. I do not want to be used or taken for granted. How are you doing on that one? How dependable are you?  Are you balanced?  We’re going to move quickly here guys. 

I want to learn from my past. Twenty-one. I want to be present in the moment. You see the way this is working, right? This is all about content. What do I want to do in these areas? I want to learn from my past. I want to be present in the moment. What happens at this particular point is we say this.  I want to realistically acknowledged what needs to be changed. I want to encourage others with hope and optimism.  This is helping them to make adjustments that are necessary in their lives, because here’s the deal. I have to learn from my past mistakes. I have to learn from these things. I have to decide where I’m going.
Have you ever seen the movie “The Natural” with Robert Redford, Roy Hobbs and the guy?  Roy Hobbs has a series of circumstances. Before I have you consider the scene, he has sort of left his family vulnerable and in leaving his family vulnerable, he didn’t even know he had one. He was a sperm donor with Iris, the girl he loved and then his career got knocked away because of being shot when he was just starting in his baseball career.  Now he’s fifteen years out and he meets Iris again.  He doesn’t know there’s a son involved and he talks to her after a game and here’s what the scene is. They share.  He opens up with vulnerability and talks about his past. He shares imbalance and he talks about his desires and all that he is and she catches him up. And then they go to her place, just before he’s going to leave town to go play baseball somewhere else. He’s playing for a baseball team now and they talk. He discovers that she has a son, no father involved in that city because he is the father. And she makes a statement at the end of this scene that is so amazing. She says, you know I think it’s about time for him to spend time with his father, for him to get to know his dad. And Roy Hobbs doesn’t know that that’s what she’s talking about. But you know what she’s been doing, she’s been checking out. She’s been trying to find out in that scene is he in balance? Do I want my son involved with him even though he was the beginning of the process of my son’s life. Roy Hobbs checks out real well and she says, yeah, I do.  I want to move forward in this direction. It makes a huge impact by the end of the movie. I’ll tell you about that in a second.  

Look at the next one. I want to be financially responsible and save or I want to be able to give to others. That balance between giving and saving. How are you doing on that one?  How balanced are you? That’s the next one, twenty-four.  I want to be clear thinking and logical. I want to be clear thinking. I want to be logical. Or I want to be creative. Some of you guys are the logical type. You use that side of your brain that thinks logically. You tend to get out of balance on that and some of you guys are creative.  You can create a set like this. You can design something like this or you’re logical so you can create the cameras that take the pictures. It depends on how you are. Well guys, no matter who you are, you can find a balance. How are you doing on that one?

Next one.  I want to create my own opinions.  Twenty-five. I want to be a team player. I want to be part of a unit. I want to be my own guy. I want to be my own man. You know what, there’s a balance on both of those things.  You need to be working in those areas all the time.

Twenty-six.  I want to control my shadow. I want to control my shadow. The evil part of me I want to control it in such a way that it does not become my whole focus of my life. Do you know what it means to control your shadow?  It means that you, sometimes all we do is think about how we are not that bad and how good we can be and we get all confused in this area. Guys, your shadow will always be there. Don’t try to figure out how to get rid of it. You want to figure out how to have it in your control in a way that is balanced with the other half of this. Do you know what the other half is? I want to blow off some steam and just relax sometimes. You know if you go to the wrong side of this arch, you get in trouble. But guys, if all you are is rigid and you’re this do gooder and that’s all you are, but it means nothing, you’re out of balance. You have to find the balance between those two. It’s very important. Look at the next one. 

I want to make good decisions. I want to be open to God’s guidance. I want to make good decisions.  That’s on me, be open to God’s guidance, that’s on Him.  I need to ask Him what he wants me to do but I need to make a choice, right? I’m responsible for all my choices. How does this work?  Find a balance.  Find a balance between Him and you and make your choices. Ask Him what He wants you to do. Kind of a cool deal. How are you doing on the balance?

Twenty-eight. I enjoy friendships with those who are like me.  I enjoy friendships with those who are like me. I want to grow strong through diversity. I enjoy friends of those who are like me. I want to go grow strong through diversity. I tend to get a little out of line on this. I tend to be those who I’m comfortable with.  How are you doing  on that  balance, because you know what, you have to be discovering what God’s created. Guys, don’t deny yourself a man’s company that will show you another perspective of life.  Help your core to grow strong. So find that balance.

Look at the next one. I want to demonstrate self-control.  I want to be passionate.  I want to demonstrate self-control.  I want to be passionate.   Guys, let’s just take this in the area of sexuality, just that alone.  To do both is absolutely required to have a great sexual experience with your mate. To have self-control and to be passionate. Sex without passion is just like dah, but passion without control is selfishness. So how you find that, how do you find that, I want to find the balance, be balanced sexually?

Look at the next one. I want others to stop certain behaviors. I want to make sure people stop doing what they’re doing.  I want others to feel, people to feel valued.  Nothing wrong with those two. Those sound really good. I want somebody on one side to feel that we care about them and who they are. On the other side, we want to talk about how they feel valued so I want you to feel like you’re something, but I also don’t want you to do what’s wrong, so you want to guide people to live somewhere in the middle.
Here’s what I want you to do with all this. At times, depending on circumstances, the warrior is called to be a one or five in his response, so guys, you’re going to go to any end of the spectrum, right? At times he may need to pursue both ends of the spectrum passionately.  Our decisions are the ones that deal with both aspects at the same time. Which of the above-mentioned styles fits you most with your natural bend?  So what I’d like you to do now and don’t do it right this minute, but I want you to go back through and I want you to circle the one that you naturally move to. Circle the ones you go to. It’s a pretty easy process for me just to go through these thirty and circle them. Later on, I want you to do that because when you do, I think you’re going to see where your normal leaning is which means you might have to work harder than the other to find the balance. Now how do you do all this? It’s thirty things.  What do you do?  Take two and work on them because when you do, you’ll find your life making the extreme significance because you’ll be doing all that you’re designed to do in a balanced way so that if there’s a need over here you can respond. If there’s a need over here you can respond, but for the most part those around you feel safer because you’re balanced.  

So at the end of the movie “The Natural”, Roy Hobbs finds himself in an interesting place. He has just found out that his son is in the stadium. For the first time he’s there with Iris. It’s a playoff game.  He has a bullet lodged in his stomach. It’s been there for awhile and if it doesn’t get treated, he could bleed to death and he has to stop playing baseball. Something happens in this scene that is so strong. Let me tell you about this scene. Roy gets up there under all the tension and he hits this long drive down the right field line and it just curves foul. When he comes back to get his bat, there’s a bat that he had built perfectly out of a tree that had been hit by lighting the day his dad died and it was his bat, wonder boy. It was broken, laying on the ground. His life should have been completely out of balance but he didn’t panic at all. He went over to Bobby Savoy, the bat boy, who he helped make a bat and he said, Bobby pick me out a good one.  Bobby comes out and he lays into Roy Hobbs hand the Savoy, that bat that Bobby Savoy had made with Roy and Roy goes back out. Bobby is so proud when he goes back out in an unbelievably balanced moment where everything is coming together in Roy’s life from his family to his baseball career to everything, he goes up to the plate and you’ve seen “The Natural”.  You know he hits a home run. When you come out of that movie, guys, you realize that in order for us to be balanced,  you need to find the middle spot between two very good things.  The more you can find balance, the safer those behind you will be. It’s what we’re designed to do, guys. Warriors don’t have their swords up unless they need to. But they’re ready at any time. Thanks for the courage to continue the journey this far. See you next week.
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