Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle

Week 6 


Remember when I told you the story a couple times ago about the forth that Chris and Billy had that I was afraid to go in?  Well if that’s all my life was about and never changed after that, I didn’t take that courage in other areas, it would have been a waste. But I did. Things began to change and how I operated, how I lived differently than how my dad was living. How my family lived.  Suddenly I started to have greater and greater confidence and a willingness to risk going into areas I wasn’t comfortable in. 

I was a pastor in Vermont and there was a guy and I’m going to put his name in as Hugh, who hurt me, okay. So you can tell right away that’s what he did and Hugh was a guy that I had asked to not come back on the Board of the church and he was not real happy with that decision but it was because of some of the decisions he was making in his life. I have learned subsequent to this that there were a lot of things that he was doing that were improper. But I’ll never forget the night he called our house.  He was really upset with me about something and boy, he just, by he unleashed. It was like everything that Billy and Chris’ fort appeared to me in fear of what was inside there on steroids. It was a hundred times over and he just unleashed on me. I found myself in the conversation, not backing down. I found myself in the conversation just saying to him, you know what, I know what you’re saying and it’s not true. I know what you’re thinking, but it’s not what is.  And I remember talking to him and Lynn could hear his voice in the background on the phone. And I remember thinking, you know what, I am not the man I used to be. As a matter of fact, as I was sitting there talking to him on the phone, I realized that the chair that I was sitting in was very different from the chairs that my parents sat in. One of the things that I realized was the throne of my life was not the throne of their lives, especially my dad’s. In some respects my mom and my thrones were very similar, but my dad, the chair that I was living in was very different than is. There’s a lot of comfort in that. I think there’s comfort in the fact that I don’t have to be that, right. We call this trail a chip off the old block, as if you and I would take an axe an accidentally chip off a very old block a piece of wood and it would crumble to the ground. We have always thought of ourselves as we’re just a piece of that. We’re just a piece of my dad and that’s what he was, I am, same wood, same – but you know what, that’s not true.  There’s a lot you can gain from him but you’re your own man. You’re what your designed on this. This is probably the area in our trail that we have to deal with in our chain mail that this one is one of Principle 6, you’re in the middle of Trail 6, is that a man is dedicated to continuously learning. A man is dedicated to continuously learning. Here’s what we mean by that. It means that you begin to escape from what was to what is. You begin to find yourself being free from where you’ve been and so everything we’ve been working on to this point is now going to be taken – I’m going to take you to another level of learning.  In order to do that, we have to risk some things. We have to take a look at our parents and you can’t do that without a risk. So I’m not only committed to continuous learning, I’m going to have to be committed to change.  So I have or have had a dad. That’s true for everyone one us. I have or have had a mom.  That’s true for every single one of us. I get to decide if I’ll be like them or not. I get to decide if I will be like them or not. Now think about that guys.  Now what I just gave you is not in your book, but that’s actually the things we’re going to be kind of looking at. We all have a mom. We all have a dad, whether we know that person or not. We all have that and the thing that you’ve heard in your lifetime about growing up, do you remember when you heard, you’re just like your mom. You’re just like your dad. Well you don’t have to be just like your mom or just like your dad.  You might choose to be, but it is your choice. So what we’re going to do is we’re going to take a look at our chain mail, we’re going to take a look and see how it works in our lives and the only way I think I know how to do that is, I need to take a look at the score that you just found for yourself last week.  So if you were with us last week in Trail 5, you had an opportunity to score yourself and your belief system. I scored a forty-three. We would now ask you to score your mom and dad. Now for some of you going, score my dad, that’s already shaky ground, but you don’t mess with me. I ain’t scoring my mom.  Well I’m going to tell you want, guys, you don’t have to show this to her, but you need to look at it and know, because the truth is going to be found here and if you want to continuously learn and a man has to if he’s going to grow, you want to learn to do the hard thing, right, then you’re going to be willing to take these evaluations. So here’s what we’re going to do.  We’re going to kind of evaluate this together. So here’s what I want you to do. I want you to write your chain mail score from last week right in this spot. Write your chain mail score there. Mine is forty-three, whatever yours is. Then I want you to do this.  I want you to trace some of the content to the experiences you’ve had with your mom and dad. Remember, wounds that are not dealt with will continuously repeat themselves and will be passed onto others whom we love. Knights have the courage needed for reflection and change at deeper levels. So here’s what I want you to do.  I want you to score your parents on a scale of one, often, means they do this a lot, to five, seldom, they seldom did this and how they demonstrated each of the attributes listed below. One is often, five is seldom as we go through this. 
Now in order for you to understand this, let me say to you that we all know that we have different thrones in our life. My parents had thrones, but their parents had thrones and who they are is reflected by their parents’ throne and what they chose to do about that. So there are multiple levels of thrones always in our life. There’s our grandparents thrones, their parents thrones and on and on it goes and so it kind of pushes all the way down to you and so we have, I have a throne in my life and my children will look at me and they’ll develop, and each of my sons will develop their own. So who are we becoming and how is that all working in this process. So this is what we begin to understand the way these thrones work is that we have to take a good look at some of history. For example, my mom’s dad died when she was sixteen. Her mom was an incredibly strong woman. At the age of ninety-four, she’ll die. Resisting, dying all the way to death, wanting to drive until her last day of life, she was just an amazing woman, a courageous, I loved to be with her. As a kid growing up, I loved to be with Grandma Kranz, because Grandma Kranz was fun. She always knew when the Good Humor truck came by. She always played with us. She always laughed with us.  She was awesome. 

My dad had a mom. I didn’t even know this old woman who would babysit us was my dad’s mom. As a matter of fact, one day she was coming to babysit and I said to my dad, oh I hate it when that woman comes. My dad walked away.  He didn’t say a word, but my mom said to me, that’s his mother. I never knew it. I felt so bad. She was not a very happy individual.  I remember she would just always sit and we would kind of do whatever we did, but she would never really engage very much. She wasn’t cruel. She wasn’t one of those people that you were afraid of. She was just sort of a non-factor. Now here’s my dad, and I began to look at my dad. You know my dad scores differently than my mom, but look at the background.  My mom’s mom was very different than my dad’s mom. And my dad’s dad was even worse than that. Knowing that we have to take some levels here, this is going to help us to do this. 
Here’s what I want you to do. I want you to start to score your mom and your dad. Now you’re going to in essence, you’re going to score your mom, your dad or a step parent. For some of you, you know your mom. You don’t know your birth dad, or you know of him but he hasn’t interacted anywhere as much as a stepfather or stepmother has. So you’re going to do, in your case you’re going to actually score, maybe act of three individuals. I’ll score my mom, my birth dad who I have some conduct with, and my stepdad who raised me. You know what I mean, so that step slot is for you to do that.

So look at number one. Mother and father showed a high motivation to create supportive relationships. Mom and dad showed a high area to show supportive relationships. They were very supportive. So you want your score. Now in my case, my mom is a one.  My dad is a three. So my mom gets a one, my dad gets a three. I’m going to ask you to kind of total this up as you go, maybe at the end of each page, just total it down so you get a good sense of how we’re doing.

Look at number two. Mother and Father appear to be loyal and giving friend to others. They were good friends to others. My parents score very well in this area.  My mom’s a one, my dad’s a two. They were always in relationship and they were pretty loyal in their relationship. So my dad’s a two, my mom’s a one.

Look at the next one, number three.  Mother and Father spent time with friends and participated in activities apart from me. They were comfortable apart from me. Both of my parents are very strong in this one. One for each of them. They both got that. So my dad’s now at a six, my mom is at a three. So if I total up to that particular point.

Now you need to understand that if the thrones of your parents are painful, then what they cause you to do is have your own set of pain that goes with it. How many of you have ever seen the movie “King Speech”.  In the movie “King Speech” Prince Albert is the second son  of King George V.  He stammers, can’t speak well. There’s a lot of different reasons. They had a brother who died, a child that died early on who was sort of hidden from the public’s view because it was royalty and not formed properly and there’s a lot of different things.  His dad was very overbearing, but if you ever really want to get this sense, go to the scene in the movie that starts like this.  King George is giving his speech, his Christmas speech to the nation on radio, back when the time when radio was brand new. Prince Albert is standing there beside him. His father gets done and he says, now you sit down and you do it. Now understand, the radio will not be one, but Prince Albert stammers. He stutters.  He stutters more in the presence of his father than anywhere else. So his father wants him to read the script, so Prince Albert does what his father does and he stammers. His father goes, no, no, no. You got to just focus, now focus and he keeps talking to him about how this might be someday his reign because his brother is messing up his life and focus, focus and Prince Albert is trying to read it and finally you just hear him yell, just do it and you hear it echo in that big open room.  The scene cuts away. You don’t have to say much about a scene like that because when that scene cuts away, we all feel it, just do it you failure you. You see, his parents were not like number four.
Number four, Mother and Father seem to be fairly easy going and relaxed.  Mom and dad seem to be fairly easy going and relaxed. Now how do your parents score in that area?  Do they seem to be basically easy going and relaxed?

Five.  Mother and Father trusted me to do what was good and right. Mom and dad trusted me to do what was good and right. Sometimes we need to understand where our parents are. Were they able to give us trust?  Were they able to demonstrate that we had that kind of trust? Now let me give you my scores for my parents. My mom, I got a two on number four and my dad three, and my dad got a two on number five, my mom got a one, which totals them right now, my dad has fourteen.  My mom has nine. So when you look at my parents’ scores at this particular point, my dad’s at fourteen, my mom’s at a nine. My parents did trust me a lot, and that was cool, except for sometimes you didn’t know how much to trust your child. I was struggling with pornography. You know that.  I started when I was twelve and won’t get free until I was twenty-seven, so when I’m in college, I’m in Bible College, I’m a freshman. I’m eighteen years of age. I’ve met the girl who is now my wife, Lynn and I’ve always been kind of this user of women and trying to love Lynn differently because she just didn’t let me play the same games that I played with other women and so my relationship was different with her. I had this hidden thing going on. It was hidden from my parents. It was hidden from her. It was back in the day when the internet wasn’t invented.  We had no movie stores or DVDs or videotapes and the only way to see garbage was either look at magazines or to go to movies. I would go to drive-in movies.  Now I know some of you guys are going, drive-in movies, what’s a drive-in movie. Well it’s where you drive your car actually onto a lot somewhere with a big screen outside and the speaker system is put inside the car. And I would sit there and I would listen and watch garbage B movies that game out in the sixties and seventies that were sexual in their content, sexual in their visibility and I would hide that from Lynn, from my parents, from the people who were training me to be a youth pastor. And it’s interesting that my parents did not seemingly suspect that this was a throne that I was sitting in that was sort of taking me in a direction that I didn’t need to go in as a man. And I realized that they had sort of not understood that part of who I was.

There’s a guy that I want to show you a quote of in a minute by the name of Daniel Webster. Daniel Webster was interesting. He was a guy who always wanted to be involved in politics and grew up in the nation when the nation was growing up a little bit and he was in the House of Representatives on a couple occasions, Secretary of State, wanted to be the President, didn’t make it, tried to get involved with the President of another party and never really found his goal, whatever it was that he wanted to create.  Daniel Webster has this quote. I want to give it to you. It’s this.  “A strong conviction that something must be done, is the parent of many bad measures.” I love that quote.  The strong conviction that something must be done is the parent of many bad measures. If you decide I have to take action, sometimes you got to be careful.

I want you to look at the next point that you have for your parents.  Consider this.  It says, number six, Mother and Father disciplined me fairly.  The strong conviction that says I have to discipline my child, that strong conviction is a good conviction. However, you better measure this thing right because a lot of you were not disciplined fairly.  Some of you, you have scars on your back from the discipline, literally scars, physical scars on your body from your parents’ response. I’ve met guys like you. Some of you have emotional scars.   Did your parents discipline you fairly?  How did they do in this area.  My mom and dad got a one and a two on that one. 
Look at number seven. Mother and Father listened to me and seemed to understand me.  Mother and Father listened to me and seemed to understand me. How did your parents do on this one?  My mom’s a two . My dad’s a four.  Neither of them were very good. The older I got, the less my dad understood me and my mom was always trying to control my dad’s situation so it was always tricky in that area. Two and four.
Look at the next one. Mother and Father had fun and a sense of humor. It’s interesting that my parents both had fun. My dad was a fun guy until my mom died ten years before he died.  And so my dad seemed to have fun, even in the midst of all of his stuff.  My parents always seemed to have fun together, so they were ones on that one. Did your parents have fun?  It’s going to tell you a little bit about you and your chain mail as you start to do this. Evaluate clearly, truthfully. Don’t hesitate to be honest here.

Look at the next one. Mother and father spent quality time with me reading, playing watching my team sports, etc.  My parents spent quality time with me.  How did you do with that one?  Now my mom was great in that one. My dad was less in that area. Early on my dad would read me stories, my dad would do certain things with me, but I don’t think I ever remembering having to catch with my dad. I don’t think he even showed up to many of my little league games or those kind of things. He was always busy working multiple jobs. I don’t think that I wasn’t important, but he didn’t really seemingly enter into my world very often. So a one and a three on that one.
Consider the next one, number ten. Mealtimes with my mother and father were positive times of conversation and family interaction. Mealtimes. Guys, this is such a key area. Mealtimes are treacherous grounds.  My mom was a one on that.  My dad was a two and my dad was actually better than me. I remember that I would get angry when the kids would spill at the table, when my kids were little, and so much so that it would put tension – and you could just feel the tension in the family room – and you know whenever tension is, people start to withdraw, right. It’s always wanting to hide. It’s always wanting to get behind. It’s always trying to find a way to get further and further away. When you’re a little kid, you can’t physically get away.  You just sort of shrink.  I’ll never forget the first time that one of them spilled them, water, a glass of milk or something and I didn’t react negatively and it was like you could have felt the tension. You could cut it with a knife. Everybody was holding their breath and then all of a sudden, I just got a paper towel and laughed about it or whatever I did and it changed the mood and I realized how much I created the other moods. So how do your parents score in mealtimes?  Did you have mealtimes?  How did they work?

Look at the next area.  Mother and father encouraged me to take the appropriate risks for new opportunities, to try new things and explore my interests. How well did your parents encourage you to be an impersonation of them or who you were designed to be?  Consider, if you would, just for a moment, the thrones.  See, if I constantly have to become them, and enter into their world, they want me to be an imagine of them. A chip off the old block.  But you’re not designed to do that. Remember, you are amazing. You are designed uniquely by God. You don’t have to fit a throne. You might choose to enter it, you don’t have to live in it.  So did your parents do a good job in that?  My parents were two and three on that. My mom’s better than my dad.  Did they encourage you to be all that you were designed to be?

Look at the next area.  The next area says, mother and father expressed their anger clearly and lovingly when I failed to live up to their expectations. They expressed their anger clearly and lovingly. My mom gets a one on that, my dad a three. My temper is similar to my dad’s temper. My mom didn’t get very angry. I don’t think I can ever remember a time when my mom yelled, literally.  I can’t remember a time and she wasn’t in any way passive.  She was a very strong individual.  She just never lost it. Roy and I who write this material together, we would have different experiences growing up together. We just had different things and one of the things that I’ve learned so much is by talking and having relationships, that my experience is not necessarily your experience and we all have a variety of different experiences as we mature and grow together. And so, where did you score. How did it work out in your area of life.

Look at the next one. Mother and father forgave me when I made bad choices. My mom was a one and a three on the last one. Also it’s a one and a three on this one as well. My mother and father forgave me when I made bad choices. How are you doing with that one? Do you still harbor, I remember when you did this?  

You know what’s funny, I have one really great memory of my grandfather. My grandfather, now remember my mom’s dad died when she was sixteen so I never met him. My dad’s dad, he actually will marry my mom’s mom. My dad’s dad married my mom’s mom twenty years after my parents got married. I’m my dad’s half son, step removed twice.  It’s really confusing. But my dad’s dad, one time he asked me how I got to be so ugly and I remember saying to him, I think it started with you dad, gram pop and then it went to my dad and I got it. And he loved that. That was one of his favorite, every time he’d see me, he’d talk about how he loved that story about how when he kind of gave me a hard time about not being good looking, that I went immediately to him, my dad and it went on.  Over the years he would say, hey, how did you get to be so good lucking, because you certainly didn’t get it from your dad. And I would say, well it started with you.  It skipped my dad and went to me and we would have this kind of joke together and it was this great memory of just how you have those relationships together. How do your parents score in this area?  What are those areas that we have?

Look at the next one, number fourteen.  Mother and father work to discover my feelings and respond in a way that I felt understood.  Did you feel like your mom and dad understood? Did you feel like they cared about you?  My mom gets a one, my dad gets a three.

Look at number fifteen together. Mother and father communicated their realistic expectations of what my behavior choices should be.  I knew what they expected of me. How well did you know what they expected? I actually had real clarity from my mom and dad on this. My mom gets a one, my dad gets a one. They were very clear on what they longed for me to be, who they longed for me to be and how to function in it.

Look at the next one. Mother and father both encouraged and assisted me in my learning process. Underline the word “learning”. They both assisted me and encouraged me in my learning process. Again, my mom’s doing real well in this one. My dad’s a two and my mom’s a one, not real bad. Now as I say all this, I’m giving my mom a lot of ones.  I know some of you guys are sitting there and your parents haven’t gotten anything lower than a four or a five. I understand this is why chain mail can get really messy.  Because if that’s your experience, man, those scores are harsh and you’ll begin to understand that that’s sort of why I think what I do and believe what I do about me.
Look at the next area.  The next one, it says this, mother and father talked to me about what they thought about life. I knew what my parents thought about life. My dad actually was better at that than my mom. It’s one of the few ones that my mom scores lower than my dad or higher.  My mom did not open us as much. Now she’s a two so it’s not real bad. My dad would tell me everything, good, bad or indifferent. Sometimes I have that flaw with my boys too. There are times when I will panic and I will tell them that I am panicking and when they’re younger, that’s hard for them to receive. You know, it’s hard for them to hear. They need a father that’s sort of protecting, not a father who is sort of losing it and so my dad would tell me everything. I’m not positive that’s a whole great thing because he gave me his thoughts as he had them, but he certainly scores a one, my mom a two.

Look at the next area. The next area – mother and father model positive ways to deal with interpersonal conflict. They get great ways to deal with interpersonal conflict.  My mom did not openly with a conflict. She hid it, so she’s a two, but she wasn’t terrible at it. She would always sort of resolve it. She just didn’t deal with it immediately. My dad always dealt with conflict immediately unless it involved a confrontation with a boss or an authority which gets into that whole area for me that we talked about, about me being willing to stand up and enter Billy and Chris’ fort or stand up to you hurt me up in New England, that guy. 

Look at the next one. Mother and father demonstrated ways to refuel and take care of themselves.  If there’s a negative I get from my mom, it’s this one. She doesn’t refuel real well. I don’t refuel real well.  So she’s a four. I’d probably be a four on that one too. My dad was a two. He actually refueled better than my mom. So in this section, my dad was actually lower scores and my mom’s were higher scores as we walked through this. And if you’re totaling up as you go, right now my parents are at this score, thirty to forty-five.

Look at number twenty.  Mother and father living a disciplined lifestyle and were not dominated by compulsive or addictive behaviors – sexual, food, drugs, alcohol, work behaviors.  How did your parents do on that one, and again, my mom did fine, one.  My dad’s a two.  My pornography, my dad struggled with that area, and so did his dad. It was a generational sin aspect about this. God says that the sins of a father get visited under three or four generations on their children, if not broken, by the way of the righteousness, the father goes on for a thousand generations.  So obviously the good outweighs the bad in that whole area.  But my dad would have struggled probably in that area, in the area of sort of maybe food and of purity.  That would have been it. So how did your parents do in that area?
Next one. Mother and father acted in a confident manner and exhibited a hopeful attitude. Mom and dad lived in a confident manner and exhibited a hopeful attitude. My dad’s a four, and the only reason he’s a four on that is he’d be a five if it wasn’t for the first eleven years of my life when he had a hopeful attitude. But for the most part my dad did not have that, so he’s a four. My mom always had, was up there, she was a one.  It was clear. It was pretty cool to watch her in that area.
Look at the next one.  Mother and father demonstrated the ability to set goals and work toward the successful completion of those goals. My parents were okay in that. They’re both twos and threes in that area. I mean they set goals, accomplished the goals. My dad did that in certain disciplines in his life. My dad always, for example, did the same thing over and over again as far as his routine to clean the house or to do certain things. It was always sort of routine out there. He set goals. They were a little bit more immediate than long range, a little bit more of dealing with function than going forward.  But that was sort of my parents’ areas.  They scored okay in that area.

Look at the next one. Mother and father were optimistic and expressed negative thoughts minimally. In other words, I didn’t get a lot of negatives from my parents.  They were positive. My parents were polar opposites on this one. My mom was an optimist. My dad was a pessimist. So my dad’s a five. My mom is a one and that’s just the way it works in that whole area.
Number four, twenty-four. Mother and father were active in their own interest and enjoyed life. They were active in their own interests and enjoyed life. Yes and no. They were active in their own interests. Did they enjoy life? Somewhat, so they’re right in the middle of the ground on that, three and three.  How do your parents score? My mom’s a three, my dad’s a three.

Number twenty-five. Mother and father were honest in their interactions with others and used their personal power appropriately. They were honest in their interactions and used their personal power appropriately. My parents get a little confusing on this one. I scored my mom a one because she never misused power, but she wasn’t always honest, so I don’t know why I have her right there.  She‘s probably closer to a two.  My dad’s a four on that one. How do your parents score?  How are they doing on this? And you might be seeing a pattern where your parents are identical, they’re all the same. Or you might see that your dad is scoring higher and your mom’s lower or vice versa.  You’re sort of establishing a pattern by now because what happens with a parent can get carried on. Remember I mentioned that generational thing.  You need to understand that your chain mail has been formed way before you even knew you it, and so it gets draped on you and sometimes it can get pretty heavy. This particular chain mail weighs eighty pounds. That’s a lot of weight. That’s under eighty pounds of armor, just to get it out from underneath and stuff. It’s what’s designed to care for and if it’s bad chain mail, can you imagine how that pulls you down?

There’s a guy in the Bible by the name of Isaac. It’s in your Knightly News right there. There’s Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. If you ever know anything about Jewish history, those three names are really big right next to Moses. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Abraham has Isaac when he’s old. He’s a hundred years old.  His wife, Sara, is ninety when Isaac is born. He’s the child of promise. The whole nation of Israel is going to grow. The light of Christ is going to come through Abraham into Isaac. Abraham had an interesting problem in his life. The problem was that when it came to Sara, she was so beautiful he’d be afraid that somebody would kill him to take her as their wife. He was so afraid of kings. Whenever they traveled, he would say, tell everybody you’re my sister. You know what he’s just done, right? He’s set his wife up to be abused by somebody else to take him so that he didn’t get killed. It’s kind of a cowardess move.  It’s actually one of the only weaknesses that I really see, one of the few I see in Abraham and it’s just not a pretty thing. Well guess what, Isaac, he does so many cool things. He loves his wife dearly, but one day he does the exact same thing. Isaac lets the sin of his dad rest on him, doesn’t deal with it, becomes an imitator. See the pattern of his dad. So one day there’s a king and he wants to take Rebecca, and he says that’s my sister. And the king finds out because he gets threatened because he watches Isaac and Rebecca interacting and he knows that they’re husband and wife, not brother and sister, and it gets this ugliness and the ugliness that they get through cause them to see things at a level that is just staggering where he does, wait a minute dude. You’re going to get us killed here. The king said I can’t do the moral wrong that you’re allowing yourself to do. Isaac’s supposed to be the right guy, but he gets kind of his sinful thing from his dad and he keeps that pattern unbroken in his life and it really messes him up. So let’s keep looking at the pattern because I think it will help us understand.
Look at number twenty-six. Twenty-six says this, mother and father were able to adapt to the forest needs for change by demonstrating flexibility and wisdom. My parents were able to adapt. How did they do on that? My dad’s a four, my mom’s a one. How do your parents do in that area.

Twenty-seven, mother and father seemed to appropriately balance their concern for themselves and their concerns for others. That’s a two and four.  My mom’s a two and my dad’s a four.  
Twenty-eight. Mother and father were able to relate easily to individuals who were different from them.  How did your parents do in that area, relating to people who were different from them?  My dad’s terrible in that. He’s a five. My mom’s a three. How did you guys – how did your parents do on that one?

Look at the next one. Mother and father demonstrated a strong work ethic. My parents worked hard. They both worked hard. One and one for my parents on that one.

The last one. Mother and father viewed their spirituality as an asset modeled their spiritual viewpoint and constantly were seeing it all the time at home the way we should.  How did your parents do in that area?  My mom’s a one.  My dad’s a four in that consistent area. 

Now let me give you all the scores for me. Remember my last’s week’s chain mail score, you write in your last week.  Mine was forty-three. Now after totaling this whole thing up, my mom is going to end up with one score and my dad’s going to end up with another. I want you to take a moment, stare at the thrones for a minute or two and I want you just to think, work through and add up your parents’ score. If you haven’t been adding them at this point, just add them all up and for a minute just take a look and think, okay, what are my parents’ score.  Mom’s throne, dad’s throne.  How do they score? Take a second and do that. Alright now you should be able to put a score in there. My mom has a forty-seven. My dad has an eighty-three. Remember my score is forty-three, so we’re going to talk about what that means in just a second. 

Let me take you to one more scene from the kings’ speech and the king’s speech now, everything has kind of gone south a little bit for the kingdom.  What’s going on is that King George V has died, Prince Albert’s brother becomes the king but he advocates his throne because he wants to be with a divorced woman and he’s not allowed to do that and be the king, and so he wants to do things he’s not supposed to do. So he has to advocate his throne, so now Prince Albert becomes King George VI.  He is feeling like he’s not adequate. He goes to a speech therapist, a guy by the name of Logue that you’ve gotten to know and they had had a fight earlier because Logue said this was going to become. He was going to become the king and he was going to have to deal with these issues. They had a fight over it and now Prince Albert, now King George VI shows up at his door and they go into the other room to talk.  His wife is with him. She stays in the one room to have tea and Logue and the King of England sit inside of Logue’s apartment, their home and they talk.  Prince Albert, King George VI says, is the nation ready for one minute of radio silence, knowing that he’d stammer, knowing that he’d mess up. He has done it so many times. Logue says, we’re not going to go back to where we started. You never go back. We’ll keep going forward. You’re going to be able to do this. And then he says, you know, you don’t have to be afraid of your dad anymore. He’s not here anymore. And King George had just given him a shilling. He goes, yes he is. His face is on the picture on that shilling. Logue says that he’s not here anymore.  He doesn’t run you anymore. You’re not your dad. You’re not your brother. You’re your own man. You almost sit back and go, hear that king, will you please?  Because his stammering was connected to the belief that he was his dad or at least what his dad said. The stammering was connected to the fact that his dad convinced him that he wasn’t enough.
So here’s what I want you to do. I want you to score yourself.  Am I like my mom?  Am I like my mom?  I just want you to go through the score.  I am like my mom, so I have checked that one off.  Or am I like my dad?  I’m not like my mom, I’m like my dad. So you check off I’m not like my mom or him. I’m not like my dad. In my case, I’m not like my dad, so I’m going to check off, I am not like my dad. My score is much closer to my mom’s than my dad’s.  And if you have a stepparent involved, you put that score in there circling which one that you are most like. 

Here is the deal.  Your chain mail says that you’re a chip off the old block unless you replace it with good chain mail. When you replace it with good chain mail, you’ll discover kind of a level of freedom that will give you the comfort sitting in your own throne, being your own man, continuous learning. Join us next week as we look a little bit more. See you then.
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