Knights of the 21st Century

Week 1 – 


Welcome.  Welcome to Knights of the 21st Century. It’s year three, Oracle, The Wisdom of A Knight. Some of your guys, this is your first year, so welcome and enjoy the journey.  The rest of you guys, you’re either in your second or you’re in your third year. You’re going to find it’s going to be an amazing year and you’re going to find out who is going to make a difference.  Am I going to make a difference?  Like other people have made a difference in my life.  You know, some of us have guys who have greatly influenced us, greatly impacted who we are. The question you’re going to have is who are the guys who have made a difference and why and then how are we going to make a difference. We’re going to go on a journey together and I think that’s going to change the way we think. So that’s what an oracle of a knight does. He has wisdom that causes him to think differently, experience life a little differently and make a difference in guy’s lives. 


Now in order to understand that, you need to understand that all of us as guys are born guys.  All men that are men are born males, right?  It just automatically happens, when a baby is born, they go oop  male, that’s what it is. That does not necessarily make you a man.  While all males are born, men are forged.  When you understand that concept, when you understand how deeply that goes, it’s going to make a huge difference.  You see in order to forge a sword, what we do is we take it, and we heat it up and then we beat it. We dip it into water and then we heat it up again. And over and over again, I’m told with a Samari sword, they can do that process up to a thousand times to make it as sharp as it is. Today, gentlemen, you and I are being sharpened. That’s what this year is going to be all about. Now in order to understand that, it’s happened way before today. It started a long time in our lives. All of us have had guys that have influenced us in one way or another. I’ve had a lot of guys in my life, but some of you may have only had a few. 

Let me remove everybody that’s not a dad. Let’s get rid of all our grandfathers, or uncles, all our brothers, all the male relatives that we have.  They may or may not have been a positive influence. Let’s just take them out. I’m not going to let you use those guys. Let’s take everybody that’s currently involved in your life. I have seven guys that are involved in my life right now, holding me accountable, amazing guys that really push and encourage me. Let’s take all them out and let’s think from the time you started in life until, let’s say five or six years ago.  Who are the guys who have greatly influenced you?  Now I’m going to take all my current guys that I work with. I’m going to take all those out of the mix. It’s just guys throughout my life who have influenced me. Now I want you to think this way. Now for some of you, it’s going to be easy.  You think of a bunch of guys. For some of you, it’s going to be a little bit more like my wife whose family was very dysfunctional and she did not find herself feeling valued at all. In fact, she would say, it was probably until about eighteen until a person who was older than her, valued her.  So here’s what I want you to think in terms of.  Who is somebody that’s make a difference in your life?  Let me think about mine. I have – nine years old, nine years old, there’s a guy by the name of Bill, Bill Taylor. He used to be a professional baseball player, back in the days when you didn’t make a million dollars.  He also taught a Sunday School class with a bunch of guys that were my age, nine ten and he took us to a football game; first football game I’ve ever been to that wasn’t a high school game. It wasn’t a peewee game.  He took me to a real football game. It was Princeton University. I think they were playing Yale, or Colgate it was. That’s what it was and we went and he treated us like adults.  We loved it. I mean I felt like this guy cared and he really did. I mean, he had nothing to gain, other than to value us and put some spiritual input into our lives.  

When I was eleven, I met this guy by the name of Dr. Ream. Dr. Ream was just the coolest guy ever. He was a seventh grade teacher. He wore bow ties. Nobody wore bow ties, but he did. I had him for six years. That’s because I spent six years in seventh grade.  It was one of the best grades I ever did. Actually he taught middle school and high school, but the cool thing about Dr. Ream was he just cared about who I was. I remember at my senior prom – he wore bow ties, right – he tied, hand tied bow ties.  He gave me one of his ties, taught me how to tie it and I was the only guy at the senior prom with a hand tied bow tie.  It was Dr. Ream. 


It just didn’t stop there. When I was fifteen years old, I was kind of screwing up in my life and there was a guy by the name of Dave. Dave was nineteen years old, four years older than me. He was an amazing guy. He just had his life together and I remember saying to him, how do I get my life like your life?  And he challenged me to take a spiritual journey that I hadn’t taken up until that point.  Dave changed who I was.  The next year our Youth Pastor will make a huge difference in my life, by the name of Ron. I’ll end of getting to know a Pastor by the name of Cal.  These happen to be all pastors because my journey had a lot of church background. Even though I didn’t really like church and didn’t want to be part of it, I ended being involved in ministry and this guy Cal had a wife who had MS and kids who were struggling, but he valued me.  It was so cool with Cal because I knew that whenever I talked to him everything else stopped and it was just me.  It was, he valued who I was. 

I had a professor in college named Dr. Showers that spent a lot of time talking with me and cared and made my experience in college significant. It probably wouldn’t have been without him. I remember a guy by the name of Dave Perin. Dave Perin will die of cancer about four years after I meet him. He is about six years older than I am.  He helped me with my youth ministry. Dave was a guy that was just amazing. I mean he just – I don’t know how to describe Dave. He just cared about us. He cared about things that were important. He saw life differently, maybe because of his cancer.  
By the time I get to twenty-five years of age, I’ve had eight key guys in my life making a huge difference.  Another guy a couple years later at a Bible college by the name of Peterson will make a big difference in who I am as I work for him. I think about these. These are all guys that influenced me. That somehow or another made me feel like I was valuable, like whoever I was, whatever was going on, I was worth the investment. 

I want you to do something. I want you to open up your book to Trail Number 1 and I want you in your book to look at the upper corner where nothing is written there and I simply want you to write the name of a guy that has influenced you.  Again, not a relative, not somebody that is currently involved in your life, this is relatively recent, somebody that has influenced you in the past, made a difference in who you are. I want you to write his name down. Take a minute and do that for me, will you.  While you are doing that – I know for some of you that is hard and I understand that, so please know that I know that we are all in different places of our journey.  I want you to imagine, in fact, I want you to take this promise from me. By twenty-four weeks of you doing Oracle with us, the Knights of the 21st Century, when you discover what it means to have the wisdom of a knight, I’m going to tell you that a year from now when I ask somebody this same question, who would you put down on the corner of your sheet, on Trail 1, they are going to put your name down.  I’ll promise you that if you take the whole journey with us and stay with us, you’re going to hit that. That’s why we call this trail Living a Step Above.  One of the things I love about this is the fact that we get to live differently than the average person, the average male, because we are men being forged, men that are becoming. Every guy that I mentioned had a variety of things. He had courage and he focus and he vision.  He had a spirituality.  These are guys that made a big difference in who I was. I want you to become that kind of man in somebody else’s life. That’s why we work very hard to become Knights of the 21st Century.  
I want to give you a principle here. I already gave it to you but let me have you hear it again. Principle Number 1, males are born while men are forged. Males are born while men are forged. Now right underneath that you are going to write the word oracle. The oracle chooses to live according to a wisdom which is above conventional forest practice. That’s what being forged is all about guys. It is living differently than everyone else.  It’s living differently in the place we call the forest. Now the forest is our word for the world around us. If I told you could change the world, you don’t have any idea how you’re going to change the world.  If I told you could change the forest, you kind of get that.  Go over to the fireplace here. I cut up some logs from the forest and I throw it in the fire and it burns. I’ve changed the forest. I can change a trail. I can make a difference.  I don’t know how to make a difference in the world, but I can make a difference here.  Do you ever feel like you just couldn’t make a difference?  
Every week when we get together, I’ll talk about and some of you may even watch a movie clip if you choose to do that. This week, I want to talk about a movie that you probably haven’t seen.  It’s called Heartbreak Ridge.  It’s a Clint Eastwood movie.  It was made in the eighties when the U.S. government military was not really well respected anymore. I mean, we had lost one war in Vietnam.  We had tied another war in Korea.  It had been a long time since we had won a war, about forty years.  So when this movie was made, the military wasn’t seen in a very good light. It’s a movie about the invasion of the island of Grenada.  When you first meet the Gunnery Sergeant who is in charge of this whole thing, he’s in the military court. He’s Clint Eastwood and he’s standing before the Judge and you know he’s messed up. I want you to consider this scene. What happens is, he is standing in front of the Judge. The Judge is giving him the crime. The crime is that he has desecrated a police car using some form of incorrect bodily function and he kind of felt like that was the thing to do at the moment and the Judge said, you know, I’d be throwing you in jail if it wasn’t for your incredible history in Vietnam, Korea and all you acts of service to the country. But then the Judge said this, I’m going to give you one last chance. One. This is it. 
As you come out of that scene, don’t you sometimes feel that’s where you are, right here, today?  It’s one last chance. Maybe like one of the guys I know that – we get together with a group of guys at our church and one of our guys has been sober now for five years. Another guy has been sober for three.  The guy who has been sober for three just got invited back to his home.  His wife and kids have invited him back after he has done an incredible amount of damage, but he is so transformed as a Knight of the 21st Century.   A man after God’s heart.  But do you ever feel like you just get one more chance?  The guy who has been given, that is five year sober, you would not believe the changes in his life. You would not believe the impact of what he has become.  Guys, like Gunnery Sergeant, you and I get to decide, are we going to take advantage of this one more chance that we have.  In order to do that, we’re going to walk through some things in the next couple minutes.  We’re going to look at three things by three headings.  Whenever you do this, just so you know, we walk through it.  We’re going to answer this question.  If you’re going to get one more change, it’s always like you screwed up and you go, am I enough?  That’s always the question. Am I enough?  And once we deal with am I enough, then we have to deal with this, males believe lies, men want truth, and a knight oracle finds a way to conquer the lives in his life. So that’s actually what each of the headings we are going to do are about. 

Now in order to do this, I want to ask you to kind of fly with me through a series of steps in Roman Numeral 1 that says this.  The forest tells a male that he becomes a man by, and then we’re going to go through a series of these.  Here’s what I want you to do.  If you believe it, if you agree with this, this is true in your life, then you’re going to say yes.  You’re going to put a Y in the column. So you’re not only going to fill it in but you’re going to put a Y in the column.  If it is not true in your life, you’re going to put a no.  It’s not, an N.  So an N or a Y as we walk through this.  Let’s kind of do this together.

A.  The forest tells a man that he becomes a man by doing nothing and growing older. Do you believe that one?  Do you believe that a man becomes a man by doing nothing and growing older?  I don’t actually believe that, because I’ve met way too many men who have gotten older that still don’t know how to be a man. In fact, you’ll find out about my dad, but my dad degenerated in our lifetime together because of a choice he made when I was eleven years old and so he will find himself become less and less. So just growing in age doesn’t do it. So I don’t buy into that one.  But there is another one.

Look at B. B says that we dominate and possess women. That’s how we are going to prove that we are a man. Now I have to put a Y next to that one. No on my first one, but a yes on this one. See my struggle early on was that when I was twelve I got addicted to pornography. It went through until I was twenty-seven years old.  My view of women were that women take care of men.  It was the exact opposite of the truth. We are, our design, and if you’ve been with us for a couple of years, you know this is true, right?  Our design is to protect the heart of every woman. Until we learn to protect the heart of every woman, we’ll never learn to protect the heart of your woman. Well when I got married, I wasn’t protecting Lynn’s heart. I was using. I was – there’s so many messed up areas because of that area. That was my belief. So that is a yes for me. I don’t know whether it’s a yes or no for you.  
Let’s look at the letter C. The letter C says this.  Making money and accumulating things.  Making money and accumulating things. Somewhere along the line, guys, we get this idea that if we just get enough stuff it will prove that we are a man. The man with the biggest toys wins. Now I kind of fluctuate on this, but I had to put a yes there on that one because there are days when I compare myself to other guys economically and so I still have that little bit of a check.  If you’re trying to find out if you’re enough of a man, you’re going to have a tendency to believe lies. All the things we’re doing right now, guys, are not the truth.  It’s not what makes a man.
Look at the letter D. The letter D says this, displaying power and controlling events.  Now where are you on that one? Actually that’s not a big one for me. I don’t need to – sometimes I get a little confused on that one, but I don’t ever think that makes you a man. I’ve been around some very powerful men who have been very childlike.  You know enough.  You’ve been around politicians. You know how it works. So we know that somewhere along the line this doesn’t mean a lot, the power thing. But some of us believe that power or ability to control causes us to dominate. 
Look at the letter E. The letter E says this. Acting macho or posing as a man.  Know you’ve got to understand something, I’ve never been macho, and so this is an easy no for me. I mean it wasn’t at any moment did I ever think that I’m a hunk, you know what I mean?  So, I’m not like a jock.  I run the hundred yard dash in two weeks.  I’m not all the things that whatever that is, so that never proved that being a stud was not the measuring stick for me for a man.
Look at the last one in this section, letter F.  Simply stating that he is a man. You and I decide that we are who we are by simply saying, I’m a man. Now that one doesn’t work for me either. That was a no for me as well. I think we have to stop and realize sometimes that in our lives, if we just declare that we’re a man, that doesn’t make you one, even if you hit twenty-one, eighteen or whenever you declare twenty-five that a man should be. See all males are born, but men are forged. 

There’s an amazing guy by the name of Albert Einstein. Albert Einstein was born in the late 1800s, 1900s he lived.  He was a citizen of Switzerland and Germany, U.S.  He was asked to be the President of Israel.  You know his theory of relativity, he did that actually before he was even a professor.  He stated working on that. Einstein has obviously made an impact because if I say Albert Einstein, you think smart and you think of theory of relativity.  But maybe you don’t think of this quote. This quote tells you a little bit about what a man is.  Let me read it for you.  Here it is.  “It is not that I am so smart.” This is Einstein right?  “It is just that I stay with problems longer.”  “It’s not that I’m so smart, I just stay with problems longer.”  And that is the difference between a male who believes lies and a man who is searching for truth. 

Now I want you to consider this. We’ve been talking about the lies, right?  We’ve been talking about all the lies we do. What if we think in terms of truth now?  Look at Roman Numeral 2.  The wisdom of the oracle causes a man to recognize that he, and then here’s the thing, and what I’m going to ask you to do on this one, this is going to be a little bit different. Before I give you the letter A, I want you to write the letter B if you believe this as truth.  Just write the letter B.  If you fill it out, put the letter B.  Now you’ve been doing yes and no and the whole issue of males and lies. Let’s do this one. Let’s take a look and see whether or not we believe these to be true. Now if I believe it to be true, I write a letter B.  If I don’t believe it to be true, put a W.  Now that W stands for one or two things. For me, it’s weak. It’s a weakness for me or it’s a weak argument, or I wonder about it. I’m confused. I’m not sure.  I’m not sure that this is a true statement.  This will help us kind of evaluate. Guys, one of the things we’re going to have to do together if we’re ever going to have wisdom, is you have to have the courage to evaluate.  You have to have the courage to look inside. So join us on this one as we do this.
Look at letter A.  The wisdom of the oracle causes a man to recognize that he must actively pursue manhood in order to achieve it.  He must actively pursue manhood in order to achieve it. Now I want you to know that that is absolutely true. I believe that a thousand percent. Knights of the 21st Century came into existence because we believe that one to be true. So guys, in order for us to be a man, you have to be deliberate about it. There are way too many guys that you and I can speak of that we know that are older than us, supposedly wiser than us that have done unbelievably difficult things. How many of you have a dad who cheated on your mom, cheated on their income tax or just cheated time with you?  And being old doesn’t make us that and so you have to work at being a man. 
Look at the letter B.  Letter B. A man strives to understand and now this is going to something that is going to be hard for you to grasp if you are new, so we’ll kind of catch you up on this one. I strive to understand my core.  Now for the guys that are with you that have dog tags, that are either your one, you’ve been with us one year before this one, or two years. They have dog tags.  They have different colors on it. This is a year two dog tag that you some of you guys would have received last year that have been with us for two years.  But on the back of all of our dog tags, the silver is what, and year one dog tags, is the six parts of the core.  Do you believe these parts of the core of who you are?  Now the core is your body, your soul, your mind, your spirit, a thing we call shadow. Shadow is our word for sin that just goes wherever you go. It is everywhere and then self. The self is the one that decides like the president and who takes all the input from the cabinet and then makes a decision. We’ll discover next week that a man is responsible for all of his choices, what is found at the core. The core is what drives us. But that’s not all a man has, not all that we have to guide us. 

We also have this idea of look at number two.  He has a need for armor.  Now if you look down the hallway here, you’ll see a knight. That’s what men used to wear.  There’s been a show on recently called “Full Metal Jousting”, my idea of a cool night out. These guys, they put on armor, they throw sticks of each other on top of horses and try to kill each other.  It’s just kind of a fun deal. Armor was designed to protect the outer part of a man, to protect your core, but actually it was designed to buy you time.  All men have armor. Some of us, it’s much thicker than others, but it buys you time in every relationship. So when you got here today and you met some of these guys for the very first time, your armor was up. You were protecting who you were so you’d feel safe. But remember now, you’re going to be forged.  You remember that over here we’re going to understand that this is not going to be easy. Armor doesn’t get to be armor without being forged. It doesn’t get to be armor without some difficult understanding of how this whole thing works and that makes a big difference and so we have armor. 
Look at number three. Number three.  It says the wisdom of an oracle causes a man to recognize that he affects, has the affects of his past. He must try to understand those affects of his past. Underneath the armor, and you’ll see it later, we have chain mail.  Now chain mail is that part of us that protects the core directly. It’s those links that all cover it.  It’s what you believe from the past and if you don’t deal with your past and the beliefs, some of us have lies that we believe and they’re like kind of corroded, broken links of our filters and our beliefs of who we are as a man. So we’re going to take a look at that.  By the way, I got all these.  I believe, I believe. I wouldn’t be talking to you if I didn’t believe these to be true.  But now some of you are going, I’m not sure I believe in the core. I’m not sure I believe in armor. I don’t understand what you’re talking about.  I don’t think my past is that big of a deal. Well, you kind of have to walk through that with us.

Look at the next point. It says, number four, must drive to understand the beliefs that presently guide his life.  He has to understand the beliefs that presently guide his life.  Now that’s interesting. Do you know what your beliefs are?  Can you state them clearly?  Are you able to say, these are the things I believe?  They don’t have to be right.  They are just the things that you believe. Do you understand what they are?  I believe you have to not only know them but you have to know what the right ones are. So we have to somewhere along the line know what our beliefs are. Can you state them?  Well you’re going to learn to do that. I guarantee you at the end of this year you’ll at least have fifteen statements of what you at least will deal with as the possibility of beliefs for a man.
Look at the next one, number five. He must strive to understand the positive effects that his manhood has on relationships.  Guys, come over here a second to the chair.  You know the moment you go to the chair, it’s about something that you’re going to sit down, you’re going to rest and you’re going to get involved in probably conversation, especially if it’s a fireplace. It’s about relationships.  It’s about this idea of what if we were to just, a guy is going to be understood by who he hangs out with, who he talks to, if he talks to anyone, if he’s a loner, if he values people.  It’s all about relationships.  How are you doing in that one?  I love the fact that throughout our time together you’re going to discover the incredible importance of relationships, not that you use, but that you grow in and become and they make all the difference.
Look at the next one. The wisdom of an oracle causes a man to recognize that he cannot truly develop himself without experiencing some form of pressure. You cannot truly go anywhere without pressure.  It forces me to go, do I believe that?  Now I have to be honest with you, I got all beliefs up until this moment. I’m going  to take you over here to the screen and I want you to see this. I want you to understand this, that somewhere over here is this unbelievable pressure that we’re under to become better. You cannot be a man if you don’t get forged.  You just don’t get that right of passage because you are a male. When you get this, when you get the understanding that this forging here is huge, you go, okay, pressure is good for me. Every time I’m under pressure, I baulk against it. I hate it. I want life to be easy and simple, so I got to put next to this one that I’m weak in this area. I don’t wonder that it’s true. I actually believe it’s true, but I’m pretty weak in it, because I resist being forged. 
Look at number D, letter D. The wisdom of an oracle causes a man to recognize that he must realize that the greater the pressure that is created while dealing with a crisis, the more important his choices become, and the more significant the learning is that results.  Now there’s so many parts of that statement that I agree with but here’s what I’m struggling with. If my choices are what is causing the results and my pressure is building and it is getting greater and greater and I don’t feel like I’m making good choices, there’s nobody else to blame for this, right?  Sometimes on this one I’m weak in this area because I want to blame. I want it to be somebody else’s problem, not mine. So we have to stop every once in awhile and think this thing through.  The whole idea of what are the true things, what I believe, what I’m weak in, to understand these things become enormous in how we grow and develop. 
I want you to look at the next one. The next one says this.  If we were to take a look at making a wise choice, a man is going to have to do this.  He’s going to have to develop a strategy. He’s going to have to develop a strategy and if he determines the length of his crisis to develop a strategy, he’s going to do this accordingly. He’s going to say, okay, here’s the strategy I’m going to have to work on.  Do you remember the movie I was talking about earlier?  The movie with Clint Eastwood that we called “Heartbreak Ridge”, the problem that we have with this particular movie is that when Clint Eastwood gets back into the shot, when he gets back into the possibility, he’s confronted with a commander who has never done military, you know hard core fighting time.  He’s just a guy that has been a supply commander up until now and when we pick up this scene, you’re going to see him with another sergeant, a master sergeant and he will be called into his commander’s office. His commander does not like Clint Eastwood from his behavior. He doesn’t like Gunnery Sergeant. He doesn’t like what he’s become, but more importantly, he doesn’t like what he represents. He represents the old Marine Corps. He represents things he just doesn’t like at all, so he tells him in no understand terms, I don’t want you here. If I wasn’t stuck and forced to take you, you’d be out of here.  I want you to consider what it feels like in this particular scene. What happens during this scene is that as the commander speaks into his life and talks to him over and over again, he makes him feel like somehow it is his fault, that the world isn’t better. And somehow making guys into killing machines which is what Marines are supposed to be is just not noble and right anymore and so all the confusion that comes from this just kind of grows and grows. So as they walk out having read the riot act of the Gunnery Sergeant’s office, they are confronted with this – can they make a difference, can they make a difference in the world around them, knowing full well that the Marine Corps has changed.  You see that’s what I think “Heartbreak Ridge” is about. It’s about what we need to be in light of a world that doesn’t want us to be that and how does that all work out.
Let’s look at a couple more points because I think it will help a little bit in this journey.  Two. In order to make a wise choice, a man must recognize that the outcome cannot be measured apart from the values the knight displays during the crisis.  You recognize the outcome cannot be measured apart from the values displayed during a crisis.  Now I believe this one.  When my third son got brain cancer, who I was as a man was measured by the responses of those moments, so you’re outcome, you can’t escape that one. So I believe that one. Where I’m not necessarily great on strategy, I’m pretty good in this area. This is an area that we kind of get.
Look at the next one.  He discovers that his accomplishments can be one step above what he considered possible.  He can accomplish far more than he ever thought possible, that what you thought you could do, you could do more. Now, my dad could not come close to believing that. That one was one I believe. I’m believing that my dad would have been a W on that one. He felt he couldn’t do anything right.  He felt that while I could do a lot of things right, he felt that he could do nothing right. I mean he had to have me come over to figure out how to get a doorknob unlocked. He just didn’t feel like he could do anything and that was kind of overwhelming for him.  For me, though, I believe I can do a lot. As a matter of fact, if you stay with us all throughout this year and join us next year with Roundtable, year four, you’ll discover that together men can accomplish amazing things and you become incredibly important to that accomplishment.

Let’s look at the next one.  The next one says this, making a wise choice, a man must take time to think before acting.  He must take time to think before acting. He must breathe for a minute. Guys, we’re reactionaries. Man we just, as quickly and fast as we can do anything, we just do it. Sometimes we have to be very much aware of the fact that we have to sometimes just take time, step back and think before we act. A man knows that.  Do you believe that?  You can ask my kids, some days I react way too soon, so I’m like an N on that one. I am sort of neutral. Sometimes I do it. Sometimes I don’t.  I really believe it. I kind of flip back and forth on it. 
Understanding all those, we need to grab this.  Number five.  In making a wise choice, a man must accept that within the whole of the forest, he is a small factor.  Of the whole of the forest, he is a small factor. In other words, are you a big fish in a little pond, a little fish in a big pond?  Well the reality is, the pond is huge. There’s so many things that go on in the world and what do we do to make a difference with it?  It’s up to us, but guys, we are a small part of something big that’s going on. There’s always a bigger picture and do you believe that or do you believe the world revolves around you?  You have to kind of resolve this one. I believe that I’m a small part of something significant that the God of the universe is doing in His love for us and His relationship with us. 
Look at number six.  Understanding his faith, understanding by faith that God has allowed this lesson, given him the power to get through it, and expects that he will be stronger as a result.  The reality is that the God of the universe says, I have something to teach you. I have something to be part of you. I’m going to teach you how you fit into something greater. I’m going to accomplish greater things that you can imagine.  See that introduces the whole concept of God and God plays a huge role in this whole thing for us. 

As a knight, there are certain things that we’ve come to believe. One of them is if you ever want your spirit to come alive, you are going to have to deal with Jesus Christ, God’s son and what he did  to give you life. So that’s part of who we are. There’s nobody who had to deal with that more than a man by the name of Jude. Jude was an interesting guy. He was the brother of Jesus Christ as best we can tell. He wrote a book in the Bible in the New Testament. It was written at a time about thirty years after Jesus died and rose from the dead and went back into Heaven.  The problem that Jude has is this.  Jude didn’t believe. He didn’t believe in Jesus. I mean he and his brothers made fun of him. They said, if you’re really the guy then go do this and you must not be the guy and so I don’t really function that way.  But when Jude writes the Book of Jude thirty years after Christ is gone, something has changed in him. He has come to understand the lesson that God gives, the whole idea of understanding how it works.  Let me read this for you. It’s pretty powerful.  “Now all glory to God who is able to keep you from falling away and to bring you with great joy into the glorious presence without a single fault. All glory to Him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Remember this is the guy who doubted who Jesus was. “All glory and majesty, power, authority are His before all time and in the present and beyond. Amen.” What an amazing, amazing passage of scripture. Jude is saying, I suddenly get the lesson of God in my life. I suddenly understand. It’s almost like the lights go on for him and he gets it.  Guys, part of truth is you are going to have to deal with God in His rescue and who you and I are in here. 
Now, in order for an oracle to really demonstrate wisdom, he is going to have to learn to conquer the lives in his life. Let’s look at Roman numeral 3.  It says this. Principle 1 predicts that an oracle increases his strength by facing and conquering his rather nots, the things he would rather not do.  The spandex male within him would rather now, now I’m going to give you a series of rather nots here and what I want you to do is I want to have you in the series of rather nots, I’m going to have you either say I’ve conquered this one, that’s a C, or it’s defeating me, that’s a D. So put that in the column next to it. I’m just going to kind of fly through these real quickly here. Here they are.  
A.
The spandex male within him would rather not forgive those with whom he is angry.  I have people I am angry with. I’d rather not forgive them.  That’s what we do. Guys, forgiveness isn’t an option. God says I’m not going to forgive you if you don’t forgive others and so you are going to have to deal with this thing of forgiveness. How are you dealing with that one?  I’ll tell you a story later on about a guy in my life I had to forgive, but that is a C for me. That’s a conquer one.


Look at the next one, letter B, become more vulnerable in his relationships and listen at a deeper level to his wife and children. To become more vulnerable, open himself up a little bit more. How are you doing on that guys, do you hide or are you letting who you are be seen and known?  This whole issue of your wife and kids needing you to be vulnerable and open is a difference between a male and a man who is forged. It’s a willingness to deal with those parts of you that you have to be willing to risk showing sometimes those emotions and those apprehensions and how you are in your journey and your history. So, how are you doing on that one?  That’s a C for me. It might not be for you.

Look at the next one. The next one is letter C. Tune into and meet the needs of others. The spandex male is going to know that he’d rather not do these things. I’d rather not tune into the needs of others, but are you? Guys, the spandex males by the way just say no. It’s the guy you don’t want to be. Nobody wants to be a spandex male. You want to be a knight, right?  The guy you don’t want to be would rather not tune into other people.  Guys, we have to tune in. We have to stop and listen to those around us and care for them and their needs.

Look at the next letter. Increase the spandex male within him, would rather not increase his self-discipline by exercising his body, getting medical checkups and eating nutritionally.  Now I’ve gotten C on A, C on B, C on C and a D on this one. Guys, tell you what, I’d like to eat healthier but I get distracted real easy by whatever it is that distracts me. I’d like to exercise sort of, but it involves sweating and as you can tell, I do that real well. So there’s certain things and to be honest with you, I have a thousand different excused and it’s an area that I have to deal with.  So, I sort of function like a spandex male, the guy you don’t want to be in those areas sometimes and it’s an area that we really have to work on.

Look at the next letter. The spandex male within him would rather not state that he is sorry for his negative attitude or an action that has hurt others. He doesn’t want to correct his wrongs. How are you doing on that one? When you blow it, do you want to fix it?  How are we doing on that one?  I’m willing to do that one. I’m actually pretty good on that one. It’s a C for me. 

Look at the next letter, set aside time to reflect on his faith and his plan for living. Sets aside time to reflect on his faith and his plan for living. Your soul and your core will help you seek God and you need time to just sit and listen sometimes. You need time just to sit and think through where you’re going or what you’re doing.  Don’t miss the opportunity. Spandex males just want to keep going, going, going, don’t want to stop for a minute. You need to stop and find out who you are in God.  That’s what this year is about. That’s why it’s the courage of a knight for you to be here. It makes all the difference in the world, you guys and your presence in this area.

Let me give you the last one. The last one says this. Submit his own will to God’s calling for his life.  Submit his own will for God’s calling for his life.  When you get to a certain point where you say, I am willing to do whatever you want me to do God.  I’m your follower. A real knight does that. That’s what he does.  Remember I asked you in the beginning, would you have a guy that you put up there that’s been an influencer in your life.  A man who submits himself to God and says I want to become the whole man, the man you designed me to be, I want to be the man forged.  I want to be the man you designed me with all parts of my core intact.  If you want to be that man, let me give you a challenge. You need a victory, you need a victory.  

In the final scene from the movie “Heartbreak Ridge”, they are invading the island of Grenada.  We greatly outnumber the forces we are about to attack. As we go to rescue some students that are trapped in a college on that island, some U.S. students, the recon force under Gunnery Sergeant will lead that attack. You’ll see the invasion.  It’s just kind of an amazing thing. As you watch that scene, you’ll see a series of things take place on the invasion that you know a victory is about to occur and it’s just something about the music and about the use of the equipment and the guys jumping out of the helicopter, it makes you think therein is what we need to have in our lives.  We need to have a victory in a life of defeat. So, as we finish up this first trial in a series of twenty-four, let me challenge you to this. I challenge you to think about what it would be like if I were to start to have victories in my life. What would it be like if I were to start to win instead of lose, instead of a score being one loss, one tie, like the United States has faced, now all of a sudden at Grenada, we have one win. How about a win in your life?  Join us, twenty-four weeks, twenty-three more to go.  I guarantee you that if you start to work the principles in your life, you’ll find out that you are a man, not because you were born one, because you are forged one. See you next week. 
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