Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle

Week 13

Welcome, gentlemen.  Welcome to Week 13. To get things started off this week, we start with a riddle. See if you can come up with the answer to this.  A man worked at a high security institution.  A man tried to log into his computer and the computer denied the password. He then remembered that the passwords to the computers were reset every month for security reasons. He called his boss for his new password. The man said, boss, my old password is out of date. The boss said, yes it is. The new password is different but if you listen closely, you will be able to figure out the new one. Your new password has the same amount of letters as the old one and four of the letters are the same. And the man logged into his computer with no trouble. What was the new password? What was the old?  Now guys, if you know the answer to this, I’m going to simply tell you, hold your tongue. Don’t say it out loud. However, if you know the answer, find another guy and tell him the answer. If you don’t know the answer, find another guy and see if he does. Find at least one other guy and see if he knows the answer. Got it?  You have just a couple seconds to do that and then I’m going to read it for you a second time. Here it is again. A man worked at a high security institution.  A man tried to log into his computer and the computer denied the password. He then remembered that the passwords to the computers were reset every month for security reasons. He called his boss for his new password. The man said, boss, my old password is out of date. The boss said, yes it is. The new password is different but if you listen closely, you will be able to figure out the new one. Your new password has the same amount of letters as the old one and four of the letters are the same. And the man logged into his computer with no trouble. What was the new password and what was his old?  How many of you guys got it so far?  Alright, now if you don’t have it, keep finding another two guys who are asking each other until you get a group of somebody who has the answer. Go ahead and do it for a second. By now you should be getting into circles and groups of guys whether it’s four or five of you that are there or a bunch of you that are together and by now, somebody’s going to give you the answer. Let me read it a little bit slower and see if you can figure out the answer if you don’t have it already. If you have the answer, make sure you raise your hand so everybody in the group knows that you’re smarter than everybody else.  Here we go. A man worked at a high security institution.  A man tried to log into his computer and the computer denied the password. He then remembered that the passwords to the computers were reset every month for security reasons. He called his boss for his new password. The man said, boss, my old password is out of date. The boss said, yes it is. The new password is different but if you listen closely, you will be able to figure out the new one. Your new password has the same amount of letters as the old one and four of the letters are the same. And the man logged into his computer with no trouble.  What was his new password?  Guys, what was it?  Yeah, if you said the word different, you were correct. What was his old one?  Out of date. Very good. 


Gentlemen, let me give you another riddle on this very special Trail 13.  How could I be out of the room yet in it?  So how can I be outside the room, yet inside?  Simple. It’s a studio. See guys, this is an interesting week for us. This is a week where we have to deal with the things in our life that are like paradoxes, things we don’t understand, things that are like riddles. In fact, what they are, are sort of like the mysteries of life that we see as we travel out this great world of ours.  There’s things that don’t quite make sense to us. How does that huge rock stay in that precarious position and not fall off.  How do we figure riddles?  How do we figure out things that we don’t understand?  Sometimes, guys, you have to stop and just realize that life has some riddles. 

So this trail is called The Riddles of Life.  We’re going to deal with some things that are strange and different because they are two trues that don’t seem to go together and yet they do.  We’re going to look at those a series ending with one that is absolutely essential to understand what you and I are designed to be as a man.
In order to do that, we’re going to look at one more principle. We’re on Principle 13 and here it is Trail 13.  Here’s the principle. It says this: A man does not always get it right the first time, but he keeps on trying until he does.  Guys, this is giving you permission to not always get it right. We don’t always get it right. That’s okay. Failure is an option.  It’s not not an option.  It’s an option. The key is that you then get up and do it right. You correct it. It’s not that you don’t fail. Of course we fail.  

So guys, what we’re going to do is we’re going to try to figure out some of life’s riddles together. What we’re going to do is this. Consider what is written in your book. The secret of the king’s strength is that he both accepts and solves many of life’s paradoxes. Common paradoxes exist as a part of the forest life and test the king’s ability to solve the riddles that lie therein.  This is where we’re going to get to the part of us as a king. Remember we’ve been dealing with the fact that we are friends and we are lovers and we are warriors, balanced was warriors, lovers was loving, everyone friends was the concept of you’re not going to do live alone. You have guys around you. This is king and king is the man getting to the moral high ground. It’s being able to make wise choices with two seeming trues that don’t go together. They seem like they contradict, but they don’t. They’re a paradox. They’ll fit when you start to understand. We’re going to look at twenty of them and I want you to understand the last one is the key so keep walking through them. They’re all important but as you walk through it, see which one you’re working through understanding what you’re not understanding.  Alright, you with me?
Here we go. Paradox number one, we walk by faith not by sight.  We walk by faith, not by sight. See, I’ve been on this set for awhile now, so I can’t see what’s behind me and yet I can walk, walk backwards because I know where it is. I know I’m getting closer to the fire and it’s starting to a little warm. So I know that I’m moving into a zone. I know the surroundings but I can walk by faith believing that nobody changed the set, right.  Nobody changed the castle. Walking by faith, not by sight. In fact, one of the things that I want us to think in terms of is this.  When we walk, we walk believing that God knows exactly what He’s doing, where He wants to take us.
Now that’s probably true in George Marshall’s life. I don’t know about his relationship with God. I know that George Marshall made a huge difference in the turn of last century, of the 1900s. What he was, was he was a military leader extraordinaire and made a big difference in the Second World War. He was the first five star general we ever had.  That was given in 1944. He was trusted with command in a variety of areas. He worked for Roosevelt as his chief of staff. Marshall was an interesting guy because after the war, he realized that if something wasn’t done to restore Europe, there’d be a huge problem with Russia. So he instituted what was called the Marshall Plan and for the next ’48 to ’52, I think, that plan ran where it really helped to revitalize Europe after it had been destroyed by the war. Marshall was a very wise man. He had some great understanding and he understands that sometimes that which is a warrior has to rebuild.  Isn’t that interesting? The warrior who destroys building up. Wise man, king-like.  Let me give you a quote from him. “Military power wins battles but spiritual powers wins wars.”  He walked by faith, not by sight. He gets it. There’s something about him that is strong, strong leader and I have learned to appreciate some of the wisdom that he’s had.  How about you?  Are you using that? Where were you on Paradox 1?  Do you get it?  

How about Paradox 2.  When one feels most in need, it’s a good time to give. Whoa, whoa, when you feel most in need, one of the best things you can do is to give. Gentlemen, this is what we were designed to do. The king does not think about getting. The king thinks about giving.  So when you’re in need, what you’re longing for is someone to come alongside and make a huge difference, not in your life, but you make a huge difference in theirs. So when you’re in need, give and you’ll discover that when you give, you get. I can’t explain it. But God says, you can’t out give me. You can’t out give my ability to care for you.  

Look at Paradox 3.  Personal success requires helping others be successful. Personal success requires helping others to be successful.  Now let’s get this right now, personal. The word personal sounds like it’s about me, right?  If I want to be successfully personally it would have to be about helping others to do what they need to do.  It’s a paradox actually. Most guys I know in business are selfish. Now a lot of the guys that I hang with – I have three real key businessmen men, actually four, among the seven guys I hang out with, they all head up companies. These men are givers on a lot of levels. But I know a lot of other business men who are not that way.  You know that if you’re going to be successful, it’s not going to be on the backs of others. It’s going to be helping them to be successful.  A good employer knows that if his employees are successful, he will be too. If his employees are cared for, he will be too and so there’s a certain sense in which wisdom of a king as opposed to that which sucks the life out of _______, that’s a phenomenal riddle.  How are you doing with that one?  Now I want you to keep thinking, how am I doing?  Which one is mine? Which one do I need to apply?  Which one have I neglected?  Which one have I maybe showed that I don’t live according to paradox, but rather I live according to an out of balance kind of response.  

Consider Paradox No. 4.  Acknowledging personal pain makes you stronger. Acknowledging personal pain makes you stronger.  I have tremendous trouble with this one. I don’t like pain. Lynn has all of our babies. It’s a family rule. There is no way I’m having any.  I’m pretty sure actually, if men had babies, we’d have one and call it quits. Whatever that is, it’s over.  The idea of pain that personal pain makes you stronger doesn’t feel like it makes a lot of sense but here’s what it does. Pain requires you to look for things you don’t normally look for.  So when something goes wrong in your life, you look for those to help you.  You want to get stronger.  Pain is going to help you in doing that. So let me give you a warning guys. If you say to God, God I want to get stronger.  Say that, which is not a bad statement. Just know that pain will probably follow.  You say, well that doesn’t seem fair. Well, just so you know, when God built the world, He didn’t build the world with pain in mind. We chose to say I’d rather not be with you, God.  So He said, if you do life without me, then you’re going to know life without my protection. You’re going to have pain. What’s interesting is, pain causes me to search for that which I had rejected in Him. It causes me to want to be with Him. So pain makes me stronger. It isn’t God that’s trying to give you pain. It’s the result of not connecting with Him.  A lot of wisdom, a lot of king-like stuff so you understand pain and strength go together. So the next time you find yourself in pain, don’t panic. You’re probably going to get stronger. 
Look at the next paradox. Paradox No. 5 says, giving to others is the best way to give to yourself.  I found this out as a kid growing up. I love Christmas. Now do you guys love Christmas?  I can’t sit by a fireplace without thinking of Christmas. I just love everything about this time of year. In fact, if you started in September with us, you’re probably right about Christmastime and so this is one of my favorite times of year if this is where you are. I have to be honest with you. I didn’t think I could ever love Christmas more than a getter a gifts. I loved it. I’d get up on Christmas morning. We had all kinds of traditions built around it with family. It was a great time. And I couldn’t wait until Christmas morning and see the bevy of prizes that were underneath the tree that were for me.  What’s weird is this, now many, many years later, my greatest joy is giving on Christmas, not getting.  I think I went into it naturally. I think I just evolved over a period of time, but I’ll tell you what, my grandson can have whatever he wants on Christmas morning. That’s just the way it works, man. It just is so much fun to give. So if you need to get, learn to give. 

Look at the next paradox. Paradox 6. Credibility is best established with fewer words. Credibility is best established with fewer words. Don’t I look a lot more credible? Used a lot fewer words there.  We always joke with Roy because he uses a lot of words. It’s because he says he has so much in there that he has to just let out. Credibility of the words of Roy that you get to read on the paradox that you just looked at, it comes because there’s so much there, so much stuff that has been built into who he is. We’re forever trying to whittle it down to few words, such as the paradox. So guys, sometimes the best way to get credibility not try to convince it by the amount of information you give, but sometimes by the lack of information you give.  Fewer words. 
I don’t think there’s anything that shows this better than the movie “Fugitive”.  Have you seen the movie “Fugitive”?  “Fugitive” is about a guy who is a fugitive. He’s running from the law. He’s been accused of killing his wife. Dr. Richard Kimble is a, is just a doctor and because of some series of events, it looks like he killed his wife. He didn’t kill his wife but it looks like he did. He gets tried. He gets convicted. He’s being sent off to prison. On the way, there’s a train accident and he escapes. He helps somebody, their bus is hit by a train.  He helps somebody get rescued, a guard and all that kind of stuff, and then he disappears. And he’s being chased by U.S. Marshals.  He’s being chased by U.S. Marshals and he being chased in a damn.  One of the Marshals is closing in on him, getting closer and closer. And as you pick up this scene, you’re going to see Tommy Lee Jones is that Marshal closing in on him inside this damn and they’re kind of sliding through sloshes of water, little tunnels, big tunnels, as all the Marshals are spreading out trying to find this fugitive. At a certain point, Tommy Lee Jones trips and loses his footing and slides down this ramp and loses his weapon. Dr. Kimble is not too far by and he grabs the weapon as Tommy Lee Jones is looking for it in the water and he comes up and Harrison Ford has that weapon pointed right at him.  Few words at this moment are pretty wise on both players.  They use few words. I didn’t kill my wife, Richard Kimble says.  I like Tommy Lee Jones’ response.  I don’t care.  And Richard Kimble then runs off because he’s not a murderer and he’s not going to shoot a Marshal.  The Marshal follows him to the end of a tunnel and there’s no place to go.  He has another weapon that he’s had hidden and he pulls it out and he says, put down the weapon. Put down the weapon and he drops the weapon. Put your hands up.  Now kneel down and he’s going to handcuff him right at the edge of the end of this huge damn. And just then Richard Kimble dives off the end of the damn, slides down into the water that’s sliding down and disappears. As you come out of the scene from the Fugitive, I keep thinking about the few words that were used.  I didn’t kill my wife. I don’t care. A lot of wisdom in that. Credibility on both sides.  I’m going to listen to a man who could shoot me who says I didn’t do it. I’m also going to listen to a man who says, whether you did or not is not my issue.  Catching you is my issue. Credibility. And one of the things I want you to know that we work on this all the time, we work on shrinking down the number of words you put into your mind, into your hearts, like what’s on the back of your core because the fewer words will be easier to remember to give credibility. The credibility is really established deep within who you become as a man, what kind of king you are. So, how are you doing in this area?

Look at the next one. Your sense of self-worth increases when you acknowledge the worth of others. Let’s say you take this sword. I mean this is your sword, your sense of self-worth, you got to be protecting, right?  What if you would give it to another?  You’re saying, I want you to know that your safety is important to me as well.  And guys, it just made you a king.  It does.  When you say, your safety is important as well as your own, when you do that action, guys, you show your heart as a king.  Everything about being a king is giving, guys.

Look at Paradox No. 8.  The more you experience love, the more you are willing to sacrifice and risk for another person. The more you experience love, the more you are willing to sacrifice and risk for another person. You know, guys, it’s interesting, if you’re a father, you get this, right?  Man that’s actually not even a paradox to you.  If you get it, and you have a child, you know about the sacrifice and the risk. It is just what’s going to follow if you love. We’ve been talking about that with love. Guys, you’re doing an amazing job on it.
Look at Paradox No. 9. The more you know, the more you know what you don’t know.  The older and the wiser you get, the more you know what you don’t know. I remember that I was pretty confident that I knew an awful lot when I had just gotten out of Bible college. You know why?  They taught me great truths. You know what I remember from my whole, my entire pastor and pulpit class that I had, that was teaching us how to speak?  Here’s all I remember. Before you speak, check your zipper.  It’s all I remember. I don’t remember anything else they said. Apparently your shirttail flapping in the breeze is not a good thing. Now I don’t keep my shirttail tucked in anymore, so I don’t have to sweat it anymore. I don’t have to check anymore and that’s all I remember. Now, guys it’s really interesting to know this. The more you know, the more you realize you don’t know.  I thought I knew so much when I got out of that school. I thought I was so wise. Now at fifty-eight, guys, I can tell you there’s volumes and volumes of stuff I don’t know. You know what happens when I talk to God?  In fact, if you came into my office and you and I were talking, I would say to you this. I would say, hey, do you mind if we just talk to God, because He has all the wisdom and to be honest with you, I’m just guessing. Isn’t that interesting?  I mean I don’t know how to make this happen.  He does. I don’t know what’s going to happen tomorrow. He does.  And I don’t understand what’s happening to me right now.  He does.  So I go to Him. If you lack wisdom, ask of God and He’ll give it to you.
Look at Paradox 10.  The more you have, the less you appreciate what you have. The more you have, the less you appreciate what you have.  A number of you guys have been with us for a few years.  We’ve been shooting this series for you for a couple days and we do several a day. I know, I’m giving away all the secrets. It’s kind of fun. In the last two years, we did it with a different company, as I mentioned, we did a different setting. We had nowhere near all this. We got a fireplace. I almost threw a real log in here. They would have shot me because apparently you’re not supposed to throw real logs in a gas fireplace, but it’s a fireplace. It’s actually warm. All this has been built like a set.  If you go behind it, it has fake walls to it. But it’s awesome. It looks. It feels. Now look at all the toys I have on here.  Look at this, a chair to sit in, a little alcove to go in. We can even play a little silhouette game and have me appear. We have the cool table up front, the screen over here, the lantern is going around. We have this cool thing up top of the fireplace. It’s like some heavy stuff. 

Here I am on Trail 13. I haven’t appreciate it as much as I should have. Those first couple days I was blown away. Now I’m just sitting here going, yeah, let’s do whatever we can using all the cool stuff we have. The more you have, the less you appreciate what you have. So guys, don’t run after wealth. You’ll become ungrateful. Just rejoice in what you have. You know what I do?  Do you know how it changed this whole experience for me?  Thank God for everything I have. Thank God for the amazing team that’s here. Thank God for the guys that have worked so many countless hours to make it possible. Thank God for the wisdom that God gave Roy in the middle of the night when he wrote this material.  You know, it’s learning to thank God for what you have.

Paradox No. 11. The more you can find in your sexual expression to one woman, the more liberating your sexual expression becomes.  I want you to read that one again, because you won’t believe I just said it. The more you can find your sexual expression to one woman, the more liberating your sexual expression becomes. It’s a paradox guys, because everything in our culture says, you got to test drive a relationship.  Everything in our culture says, multiple relationships should get better. The better you were, the better you do that. No, no, no.  You have to understand that God designed sex and in a few weeks we’re going to give you, I think the most, I don’t even know what to say, probably the clearest understanding of sexuality that will blow you out of your mind. I guaranty you, you will never think of sex the same way when we get done in a few weeks.  And when we look at this, I want you to understand that the God of the universe says, I designed sex and I know how it works. If you do it your way outside of what I designed it, it will work in an inferior level.  So, make love to one woman for greater liberation. 

When I was struggling with pornography, I was convinced that God could never match with Lynn what I knew with pornography. That was a lie.  It was a lie. Liberating, one woman, kind of a cool thing. We’ll talk more about that.

Alright, another one. Paradox 12. Working smarter is more productive than working harder. Working smarter is more productive than working harder. Of all the paradoxes we’ve done, that might be the most obvious.  If you spend a few minutes building a template, it is easier then to create everything else off that template. The first time you make something is always harder than the second time, because the first time you can build sort of a template around it. Working smarter means you build a template so that the next time you do it, you don’t have to work as hard. 

I have one of my guys who holds me accountable has this statement.  He goes, our goal of our company is always ten percent increase, ten percent less work. Ten percent increase in income, ten percent less work. Every year that is his goal. Theoretically he should be a billionaire and work four hours a day.  That’s over a period of time.  It’s a brilliant, brilliant direction to keep us working smarter not harder.

As you increase your influence, you decrease your freedom. As you increase your influence, you decrease your freedom. Alright.  Let’s be real honest guys. My freedom is limited by the set that we live on.  I can’t go anywhere else outside of this.  In fact, we have camera angles we have to be careful of. They’re – it’s interesting that the greater the freedom that we have, we’re going to have this understanding that the more responsibility you have, the less you have. 

What’s so cool is that we have this great set but the problem is that we also have to work within parameters. Guys, the more you have, the more children I have, the more guys holding me accountable and I’m holding them accountable, the more responsibilities you have in your job, the more businesses you own, the more whatever, the greater you lose freedom. Don’t miss that guys. You want freedom then don’t run after more responsibility. By the way, God called you to run after responsibility. Just understand that your freedom goes with it.

Look at Paragraph 14.  Working solely on your weaknesses makes you weaker. Working solely on your weaknesses makes you weaker. For the most part, we were raised that if you have this problem you work on it until you get good at it. That’s what we were raised to do. You just keep working and working on it and no weakness.  But actually, we’re discovering more and more that God says, listen, I make you do one thing.  

Let me just give you a glimpse of something we’re talk about. I have a call in my life. It’s that thing up there. You have a call in your life.  It’s that thing too.  Now it’s not the same. We each have a different one, but for this illustration, that represents what I’m designed to do. I head towards that. I focus on that. It’s what I’m designed to do. When I work on what I’m good at instead of what I’m not good at, I become better at what I’m doing. I work smarter. I accomplish more. I value people more. I live freer, so guys, don’t work on your weaknesses half as much as you work on your spirit because that will help you to get stronger.
Paradox No. 15.  If you want to save time, spend time on planning.  If you want to save time, spend time on planning.  When I go into my office in the morning, I will go to my desk, grab a sheet of paper, I’ll turn it over, I’ll open up my computer and I’ll write down what is my to do list today. For me to know what I have to do that day will tell me how I’m going to do whatever it is. Because see, there’s a thousand needs to be met.  You guys get email?  Yeah.  Are you on facebook?  Yeah.  Do you get twitter and you have all the stuff, everything’s happening in your life. All this information is coming your way. How do you sort it?  What do you do?  Do you know what you have to do?  Lots of time planning.  Make the first steps of your day of planning what you’re going to do. You want to maximize your trip, plan that trip. That is so part of what you and I need to be. 

Paradox 16.  You can’t get even by getting even.  You can’t get even by getting even.  If I steal a thousand dollars, and you steal a thousand dollars from me, in your mind, we’re now even.  No. I’m a thief and you’re a thief. You can’t ever get even by getting even. If I kill somebody you love and you kill somebody I love, the one you love is still lost. You can’t ever get even by getting even.

We’re going to talk about forgiveness. Guys, revenge is not the thing. It’s not your job when you hurt to go look for a  weapon, grab it and say, okay, I will now hurt them back. What they did to me, I’ll do to them. God says, whoa, what are you thinking?  What are you thinking? Do you think if you do it to them, you’ll ever get it back?  

I told you that my wife has been greatly wounded by people early in her life.  They should have protected her and wounded her. There’s no way to get that score even.  You know, trust me if there was, my weapon would be out there and I would slash whatever I could. Guys, the best way to get even is not by getting even, but by forgiving.

Paradox 17. Understanding the big picture yields clarity for the smaller steps.  Understanding the big picture yields clarity for the smaller steps.  If you guys want to know what’s your next step, take a minute, get the big picture. You need to get the big picture. You know, if you want to know the vastness of who God is and where He is and what He’s doing, you’re going to need to get a picture that’s bigger than the picture you’ve had up to this point. You’re going to need to see beyond. I see sometimes you have to say, God, show me what you see.  Let me see the mysteries of what you see, the paradoxes of what you see, the riddles of what you see, let me also God understand something. I love this about God.  Let me know that the next step I’m supposed to take is because you showed me that if I trust the Lord with all my heart and don’t lean on my own understandings and in all my ways, acknowledge Him, He will make my path straight. So get the big picture of what He’s doing. Follow Him, see where it takes you.  
There was a guy who was really confused about this picture. Everything seemed so confusing to him.  He didn’t understand how anything existed. How could this possibly be?  So in the middle of the night Nicodemus goes to Jesus Christ and he says to Jesus, what must you do to get eternal life. What can I do to follow you.  And he just says this, he says you got to be born again in Nicodemus.  Here’s a paradox and he goes, how can a man be born again?  How can he go into his mother’s womb and be born again?  And Christ says, no, no, no.  Unless you go and you die to yourself and then you become alive in me, you’re not going to get it. You have to be born again.  You have to be a life changed by Christ. You’re going to have to be changed. Nicodemus was a religious ruler that this was a risky conversation.  This was a scary thing. He didn’t understand this mystery so he goes in the middle of the night and he experiences it in the middle of the night in this guy, Jesus Christ. Christ delivers this amazing message.  You know if it’s Christmas, let me to give it to you as well. Sometimes at Christmastime  you’ll hear this phrase.  Jesus is the reason for the season.  Cool phrase. Do you want to know the truth?  You are the reason for the season. For unto us a child is born. For unto us a son is given.  It’s been about you and about me. He came to rescue us and so we understand in an amazing way the paradox that we’re faced with is that God says I’m going to show you the mystery.  Just take a small step and trust me and I’ll make you new but you’re going to have to see the bigger picture and the fact that only I can do it. Great truth.  

Look at Paradox No. 18. If you want to have greater influence, surround yourself with good influencers. If you want to have greater influences, surround yourself with more influences. See, guys, when you’re around good influencers they call you up. I have a group of guys that Roy and I get together with. We call it our roundtable. It’s really just like a campfire, maybe a campfire on steroids, but it’s where all your campfires can go to. When I sit around this table it’s like the points of a compass. Roy represents both business and leadership, but he also represents psychology.  On the other side of the table, almost how we always sit together, on the other side of the table is a guy who represents education. He got to the highest levels of education you can get, but an extremely wise leader. Both of these men are men of God, right.  Sitting across from me at the table and between then is an amazing business leader, extremely successful, has taught business concepts and has made his company on a very, very small group of men, a multi-million dollar company.  He’s been successful in receiving awards from the government. It’s just been an amazing company and he’s sitting over here and then I sit over here representing some leadership in the church and some things.  And we all kind of sit around.  Man, I’ll tell you what, those kind of things influence me all the time. I become a much better influencer sitting around the table with those men. If I ever did it alone, ever. It’s one of the richest times I have each week when I get together with those guys.
Paradox 19.  Letting your children go is the best way to keep them.  I want to say that again because if you have little kids, this will be hard for you to hear. Letting your children go is the best way to keep them. You see, we’re a launching pad.  We don’t keep our kids. They’re designed you leave your father and mother and cleave to your mate, right?  They’re designed to go so early on you have to start thinking, how am I going to let go of these children wisely at the right time, at the right stages?  It’s like you’re the claws that are holding the rocket in place on the launching pad. You need to know when you fall back and which one is released when.  Wait until your first one goes off to school.  Wait till your first one drives. Wait till your first one goes off to college.  Wait until they get married. Some of you guys have experienced that already and you know the best way you can ever, ever keep your kids is to let them go. Because when they feel prepared to be the rocket that God designed them to be because you’ve been wise in the releasing process, they’ll never leave. Oh, they’ll leave the house, thank goodness, but they won’t be ever out of your world because they know how important it is to stay connected to that which has launched them well.  Well done parent.

The first nineteen paradoxes contain elements that when applied demonstrate the foundational paradox of life. We’ve been building all of this for this paradox.  This paradox is Paradox No. 20 and it reads as follows.  You need to die to live. Exchanging personal comfort for a transparent mission. You need to die to live. Do you want to really live as a man?  You got to be willing to let go of all the things that make you comfortable. It’s sort of like this. It means you’re going to have to be willing to leave the warmth of the fire, the comfortability of the chair, and the comfortability of the surroundings and you need to be willing to go beyond. Remember when we started all this outside the window?  Remember when I was over here?  You need to sometimes lead the comfortability of your world and say, why am I here God?  What’s my mission?  You mission is to change the world around you.  That’s what you’re here for, to change the forest.  That’s what kings do, guys. You don’t get, you give. You don’t figure out how to receive, you don’t figure out how to take, you figure out how to change and make a difference and value people.  

I think that’s what drove Richard Kimble in the movie “The Fugitive”.  See Richard Kimble knew he was innocent. He knew he was falsely accused. He knew that he didn’t kill his wife but somebody did. What he wanted to do was to get somehow justice for her. When we pick up the scene near the end of the movie, the U.S. Marshals are searching for him in a laundry room in a large hotel. Dr. Kimble is searching for another doctor, the doctor who is really responsible for his wife’s death. And in that laundry room, all kinds of things start taking place. But something happens from Tommy Lee Jones, the head of the U.S. Marshals. Dr. Kimble, when they’re searching, trying to find each other, Tommy Lee Jones says, Richard, I know you didn’t kill your wife Richard. And then one by one he starts laying out the evidence. There’s a man in there trying to kill the federal agents that are looking or the U.S. Marshals that are looking for Richard Kimble. Richard Kimble will save Tommy Lee Jones’ character from that man’s attempt on his life.  When the agent comes over with his gun out and kicks the gun away at the guy who was going to kill him, he turns with his gun pointed at Dr. Richard Kimble. Dr. Richard Kimble stays on target. I didn’t kill my wife. Tommy Lee Jones says, I know, I know.  Let’s go home. Guys, I believe the end of that scene of the movie drives you to understand that, you know what, a king who does the right thing, ultimately justice will be served. Hopefully this side of eternity or on the other side, but when you do the right things, when you live by the paradoxes, when you die to live, when you sacrifice so you can truly live. Any man who will come after me let him, deny himself, pick up his cross and follow me, Christ says. It allows us guys to say, I want to live my life through you. I give it to you. Life changing. 
So here we are, Week 13, over half way through the Wisdom of an Oracle – Oracle, The Wisdom of a Knight. We’re at a place now, guys, where we have to make a huge difference and I really do believe it hinges our willingness to confront one of the great riddles of life and to be willing to die in order to live. Thanks for being with us.  See you next week. 
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