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For you guys that are new here, you can’t tell, but this is a brand new set for us. For you guys that have been here a couple of years, you can tell immediately that things were different as soon as we got here. Guys, I want you to know that this was a tricky thing for me. Actually, not this time, but twenty-five years ago in my life I probably wouldn’t have been able to do that because of how I was wired and how things are in my life. We’re going to get to Trial 24, we’re going to look at some things that are going to cause us to see things very, very differently than we’ve seen ourselves to this point. So everything that’s been surrounding us, everything that’s happening in this year is designed to take us one step up a notch in who we are as men, who we are as knights, who we are as oracles. Well for me, part of that journey is to understand where we’ve been and where we’re going.  It’s always part of it. So where I’ve been and where you’ve been and where we’re going.  Now let me tell you what’s going to happen.  In another twenty weeks, we’ll complete year three of being a Knight of the 21st Century. We’ll complete Oracle, the wisdom of a knight. And what we’re going to do on that day is we’re going to have a ceremony for you. We’re going to have an opportunity for you guys that are year one guys to be knighted. You guys that are year two and three, you’re going to get new dog tags, but there’s something really incredible about this moment when you and I realize that who we are has been forever changed. That we’re not longer just born males.  We are now forged men and when we are, we suddenly realize that at that moment when knighting takes place, it’s like somebody just said, I see you as a man of incredible worth, of incredible value. I look forward to that journey with you. Don’t back down on this one. Stay with us.  It’s a tremendous honor.


What I want us to think in terms of is what we’re going to do now. We’re going to have an opportunity for you and I to see things clearly from this moment on, just have the opportunity for us to say okay, what does life look like and what do I need to know in order for me to do life differently. It’s going to be connected to this idea.  Of all our principles that we deal with and we have fifteen, the fourth one says, men are amazing and of infinite worth. Men are amazing and of infinite worth.  Now, there’s something about that, that’s tricky for me because I was raised in this environment. For a lot of you guys, you weren’t raised in church. I was.  And because I was raised in the church, the church would give verses to me that are true verses, a verse like this – for all that have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  It’s true.  In my upbringing, it meant that everything about me was bad. As a matter of fact, there’s another verse that says that everything about the heart of man is desperately wicked, everything about him is just evil and so I grew up believing not that I was of infinite worth, but I actually believed that it was somehow or another I had this brother named Jesus who would come and die for me and it would be my fault and to be honest with you, there’s not a lie in there.  I mean it’s my sin. He had to die for, but I grew up not believing that I had great worth. Part of that might have been my dad. See, my dad grew up believing that too.  

You notice behind me on the chair here is some chain mail.  Chain mail is what guys would wear back in the day of knights.  There’s about eighty pounds of chain mail.  It’s designed to protect you that if your armor doesn’t stop it, what we have other there in a suit of armor, if that doesn’t stop the arrows, the swords, this will. The problem is, if the links in this are bad, if they’re made of faulty metal, they’re not strong, you and I are subject to getting picked off. The chain mail of a man covers the core of a man.  So we have armor, chain mail covering the core, the inner side, so if you have dog tags, that core is covered by this. It’s what keeps you and I safe and secure. However, if it’s faulty chain mail, it makes us believe lies and work very differently than we’re designed to work.  

Let me tell you about a story from my past. I was, when I was a kid, again, remember my dad had very little courage.  My dad took very little risks. My dad tried very few things that would be considered unsafe. As a result of that, here’s what happened for me.  I was the kind of a guy that I was always trying desperately to do safe things. I was I think nine years old, maybe ten.  Mr. Gon sold his field in the house behind us, in the field behind our house. He had this huge field we all played in and we loved it.  But when he sold it, he sold it to a developer and they cut a road out. They dug all these basements for houses, huge mounds of top soil and then for some reason the project stalled out for at least a year or two. When the project stalled out, all of that was dug up grew huge weeds because Mr. Gon was no longer taking care of his field, weeds that were taller than we were as kids. Now there were two basic gangs in my neighborhood. There was my gang. We were the safe gang. We were the good kids.  We never got in trouble. It was Johnny, Tom and me and then there was the bad gang. It was Chris and it was Billy and their guys. Now the bad gang, and bad means that like they just were a tiny bit worse than us because we were just all suburban kids running around acting crazy, but they have a fort on one of the mounds. We had a fort on one of the mounds. Now by a fort it means this, the weeds were taller than us, so we built secret trails and passages through the weeds and had dead-ends and mazes and all kinds of places to hide. Our fort was cool, but the fort that we were scared to death to go in was Billy and Chris’ fort. We were told that if we went in that fort, they would kill us and bury our bodies somewhere within the top soil and nobody would ever find us.  So we were scared to death to go in it. For an entire summer I was dominated by the desire to go in that fort but afraid to ever take a chance because who knows what’s inside it.  One day I think Chris was gone, Billy was the only one around.  It was the end of the summer. School was just getting ready to start and something happened inside me and out of all the other guys, I decide I was going to go in the fort. I was going to go in the dangerous fort next door and I was somehow or another going to make a huge difference. It actually was a huge difference. To be honest with you, I got inside the fort.  It was nothing.  Our fort was must cooler. We were much more secure because we were afraid of them attacking us anyway.  I found their stash of Twinkies and whatever else they had in there and it really was nowhere near what I thought it would be. But for a summer I was dominated by fear and then all of a sudden I entered that fort and something changed at nine or ten in me. Something said, you know what, maybe I have value. Maybe I have worth. Maybe I don’t have to cower like my dad does.  Maybe I don’t have to be fearful. Maybe all of a sudden my chain mail and the beliefs around me can start to change.  Well here’s what I want us to do. I want us to look at our worth. We’re going to look at it in three levels through the Roman numerals we’re going to go through.
The first Roman numeral is going to deal with this. I’ve been attacked. My worth has been attacked.  It’s what causes us to need chain mail, right.  Second thing we’re going to look at is we have to defend or worth. We have to get to the point where we defend it. The third thing we’re going to look at is this, we have to liberate our worth to find out who we are and what we are and how that whole thing works. And when you do that, you’re going to have the commitment to act, to enter the fort, to get free, so those things which are not written in your book, but those are the things that are actually the concepts that we’re going to go over as we walk through this trial, Trail 4. 
Roman numeral one, the negative experiences woven within the chain mail of the male, A, stunt personal growth and are confining.  What happens is when you and I have these attack areas, you’re not going to be able to grow. I spent a whole summer not willing to go into Chris and Billy’s fort. Why was I willing to go in there?  Because the negative things in my chain mail that said I wasn’t valuable. Guys, I want to tell you something. The God of the universe has said, you are amazing and of infinite worth. Yes, I know God says that you’re a sinner. God says that I know that you messed things up, but I just want you to know that when I made you, when I designed you, I made you to be amazing, more amazing than anything else I created, and you have great, great worth to me. So much worth that I would sacrifice my own son for you. I mean I just value you.  That’s A.

Look at B. B says this, exaggerate the negative memories.  The negative experiences in the chain mail of the male exaggerate the negative memories. You know how my dad got to the point where he was afraid to do anything, he grew up in an environment that never felt like he was valuable.  If you remember that we’re going to knight you guys in a few months, if you remember that you are going to be set apart as a guy that can make a huge difference, if you remember the image of a knight having a sword emblazoned upon him, and that sword emblazes upon him and says, look at you.  You’re what I had in mind. This is it. When you do that, and it’s profound as profoundly freeing. You know what – nobody every knighted my dad. My dad can’t even remember his father ever saying to him, I love you. I’m proud of you. This is what you do. He doesn’t ever remember hearing the things that I’ve heard from my dad and some of you have heard from yours and I know my sons have heard from me.  See, we don’t feel like this knight sometimes.  Sometimes we find ourselves not feeling like we are this valuable being, because our memories from the past so exaggerate that we don’t ever see this. This is the image God sees of you guys. A male that’s born has the opportunity to be forged into a knight. That’s what you are. Man is amazing and of infinite worth. 
Look at C. C says this.  Negative experiences woven within the chain mail of a male stunt personal growth and are confining. B, exaggerate the negative memories and C, encourage a victim mindset. Remember we spent some time talking about being a victim, spent some time talking about what does it mean for you and I to be guys that have been victimized and we live in that, we believe in that. That’s who we are.  You’re going to get free from that. You still with us for twenty-four weeks and I guaranty you will no longer feel like a victim, no matter what’s happened to you.  Man, your past experiences, I know it kept my dad in bondage right up until his death. It doesn’t have to keep you in bondage. I got free when I was like nine years old. I went in Billy and Chris’ fort. I mean it was the beginning of some things of change for me.  What about you?  How are you in the victim are?

Look at D. D says this.  These negative experiences cause us to fail to account for personal responsibility.  Fail to account for personal responsibilities. The moment I think that this has happened to me and it’s not my fault, if you come over on the far side here you’ll see next to the candles is a sword.  If you’re at battle and your chain mail doesn’t do its job and you get wounded, this is a pretty impressive item.  If it gets through the chain mail, it will get to your core if there’s every a hole in it. Now once it gets to your core, it wounds you and when you get wounded, you begin to believe you’re a failure. The danger of that belief is it causes us to sometimes realize that man, you know what, I don’t think I am who God made me to be.  Yes you are guys. You’re amazing and of infinite work.  
Look at E. E says this. Deny the strength that can come as a result of the struggles of life.  Deny the strength that can come as a result of the struggles of life.  What we find ourselves doing is this.  Guys, you have, if you’re made in God’s image and have great worth, then we have to understand that we can do all kinds of things as a result of that.  But sometimes we just feel like man, I can’t do anything. I can’t accomplish something.

In fact, it gets worse. Look at F. F says this. Great fear of emotional vulnerability.  Greater fear of emotional vulnerability.  Do you ever find yourselves just afraid to ever, man, just share who you are?  If I lived in my fear of Billy and Chris’ fort, I think I would have changed how I had a relationship with Lynn, how I would have had a relationship with my boys.  Emotional vulnerability requires you to get to the point where the negative parts of your chain mail had been so covered that you have a boldness to do life. You’re amazing and of infinite worth. Amazing principle.
Look at G. G says this. Lead to a weak identity formation and immature actions. It leads to a weak identity formation and immature actions. Guys, you find yourself caught up in feeling like you’re not enough and that you excuse yourself as I’m just a guy. That’s why I do the things I do.  Have you ever just used a girl and said, well that’s what men do. We just kind of sometimes, some way, we do these kind of things. If you’ve found yourself in that area, when you do, this is what’s happening.  You have a view of yourself that is, that’s just the way I’ve become.  It’s the result of not being valuable.  Why we want you to be knighted, why we want you to get there, because we want you to understand that you are amazing and of infinite worth and its not my declaration.  It’s the God of the universe’s declaration.  He’s saying I made you this way. He’s saying this is what I created for you. And when you feel, when you understand it, guys you will, you will have strength that you had no idea you had, and we’ll miss that if we’re not careful.
Consider H with me, if you would.  H says, it limits the expression of the male’s giftedness. It limits the expression of the male’s giftedness.  Guys there’s so many things that are part of who we are. You have been designed uniquely. You’re not like every other guy. There’s a whole team of guys that surround me in this project. Each one has a different gift that allows him to create, to follow, to lead, to direct, to do all the things that have to be done. There’s a gifted level and when we deny it, its because we don’t think we’re something.  When God says, man you’re amazing. You’re of infinite worth to me.  
Everyone once in awhile you meet a guy who doesn’t get it.  I want to introduce you to a Knightly New guy that you have. The guy’s name is Festus. Festus is a guy – in the Bible, he’s actually a governor of Judea.  Actually when you pick up the story in Acts 26, its actually his first day on the job. He’s followed a bad leader. His name is Felix. Felix has been just a brutal, brutal leader. When Festus gets here, he discovers that there’s a man by the name of Paul that for some reason the Jews want killed. Now Paul’s a man whose been transformed by Christ. He was actually a killer of Christians. Now he’s become one of the greatest proponents of  them. He’s been transformed.  Had this amazing experience. So Festus is going to meet with him. Now Festus has an opportunity to do the right thing. The problem is all the political pressure from the Jewish people are causing him to not do the right thing. Did you ever find yourself taking a poll and making a decision that you don’t believe you’re of amazing and infinite worth?  Well that’s Festus.  He actually has _____ a group sit with him and they listen to Paul talk and they both know he’s innocent, they both know his story is right, they both know he shouldn’t be receiving any kind of death sentence, but Festus is me outside of the fort of Billy and Chris. I’m not willing to go in it because I don’t believe I’m amazing and of infinite worth. You know what Festus does?  He stands up and he washes his hands of it and he says man, this isn’t mine. I’ll send you to Rome. You asked for Rome, you get Rome. And so he sends off Paul for somebody else to deal with. Guys, you’re amazing. You have infinite worth, so you can have the courage to do the right thing regardless of the pressure of the crowd around you. When you get this way, guys, its so free. Oh my goodness. It’s like breathing.  You’re getting free from the heavy chain main that faulty and rather having good chain mail has the same kind of weight, but you feel safe in it. That’s good. 
Look at I. I says this. The negative experiences woven within the chain mail of the male create a pessimistic mindset.  Create a pessimistic mindset. If you would ever meet my dad, and again you can’t because he’s dead, but if you were to meet him, you would realize that somewhere along his life, something had happened that caused him to lose hope. So he was always pessimistic, never optimistic. Always saw the glass as half empty and never half full. 

There’s a scene in the movie “Defiance” that I want to talk to you about.  Some of you will have a chance to watch it in a second. “Defiance” is a movie about four brothers, the Bielinski brothers, in Poland, during the early time of Germany when Jews are being killed, just because they’re Jews. They’re hiding in woods in Belarus and the four brothers, Tuvia and Asael and there is Aron and there is Zus. Tuvia and Zus are the two oldest. They are trying their best to take care of people who are showing up in the forest. Now everybody that is showing up in the forest has lost somebody significant including these brothers who watched their parents killed.  They just want to kind of get revenge.  They’re on kind of a bad mission. Asael, the third brother, will be taken captured, assumed murdered, tortured and killed by the German police. And in this scene that I want you to think about, the people are now realizing that there’s a lot of fuel shown up in the woods hiding with these guys and there’s this big fight about what they should do.  In the scene, Asael, Zeus and Tuvia have this fight about what’s going to happen and how they’re going – they’re actually – it’s gone to fist to cuffs. Zus wants to just make a militia and start to fight and Tuvia says, no, let’s just survive.  Let’s live.  And so in this discussion and it gets really profound, this discussion, at a certain point, Tuvia says these words:  Our revenge will be to live and if we die, we die as human beings not as animals.  There’s something about that moment, when you come out of that movie, there is just something about that moment when you go, he just set a whole moral tone of that thing. Here’s the rules we’ll play by and here’s the way we’ll live.  You know why?  Because you’re amazing and of infinite worth.  You don’t buy into the fact that your chain mail that you had with all the lies from the past dominate who you are now. He made a change. He actually began to put on new chain mail.
Look at Roman numeral number two, Roman numeral two, it reads this way:  The knight actively obtains manhood by consciously exchanging his childish chain mail for the chain mail of a man by, A, recognizing the importance of maintaining a realistic perspective.  Recognizing the importance of maintaining a realistic perspective. Guys, the very first thing you need to understand is if we’re going to learn to defend who we are, you’re going to have to start being realistic.  I want you to take a hard look at your past. Don’t be afraid to dig in there and see it. Some of you guys have gone through some things and you’ve never talked about it. You’ve just kind of hidden it. Remember I talked about taking something and putting it in the closet of your life and ignoring it. Well guys, we got to stop doing that, so we’re going to take a hard look.
Look at B. B, attempting to see reality as completely as possible. See there’s a con, if you’re ever going to defend, you better know what you’re defending. There’s a con that’s involved here, guys. The con is that the lives that have been attached to you, the things you’ve been told – let’s say that you were told that you’re not good enough or you’re not as good as your brother.  If only you were like your brother.  Well guys, number one, you’re not supposed to be like your brother and number two, that sticks on you as if somehow that’s true, that he’s good, you’re not, he’s valuable, you’re not.  That’s not true.  So what we have to do is we have to start to think very, very differently about that whole thing. So you’re going to give yourself the possibility of redefining some things, which is going to change the chain mail.  It’s how it works. 
Look at C.  C says this:  Making decisions with a clarity of purpose so that responsible living can be maintained.  Making decisions so that you can I can make responsible decisions. Now here’s what we’re doing. We’re taking our chain main and we’re improving it.  You see, there are bad links in here. There are filters and beliefs that you have that are lies, so you’re going to replace those links with new links. You’re going to take some action to change all that and when you do that, you’re going to start to live with some freedom that’s so very important. Why am I comfortable with a brand new set?  Number one, it’s a lot more fun.  But, two, I’ comfortable with it because something’s changed in my chain mail from when I was nine and what I believed and what I believe now at fifty-eight. Something’s changed.  That’s what we’re striving for in our lives. 

Look at D.  Actively seeking out positive memories.  Actively seek out positive memories. I want you to spend some time, guys, and remember some things. For me, one of the things I love about this set is the fireplace, because I have nothing but good memories about campfires. I have nothing but good memories about a fireplace. Everything about it is warm, it’s inviting, it’s safe, it’s whatever.  So whenever I see a fire – I was never caught in a fire, I was never in a forest fire, I never had a house burn down – fire is positive to me. So when I sit by a fire, it’s relational. So when I have memories, you put this together and this imagine in my mind, I got a positive memory. What are some of your positive memories? Where are they for you, because if you have those memories, it’s going to make a big, big difference.
I want you to look at E.  E says this:  Courageously work to understand and learn from the negative pain that he has experienced in the past.  You’re going to courageously work to understand and learn from it. Don’t just have it, learn from it. Here’s what it means by learning from it.  Don’t sit in it. Rise from it.  It’s interesting, we’re going to ask you to kneel and become a knight.  In order to kneel and become a knight, you’re going to have to stand first.  You can’t kneel until you stand. And then once you’ve been knighted, you will rise again into that area.  You will stand up to be something very, very different, transformational. A man is amazing and of infinite worth.  
I want you to look at the next point. Seeking supportive relationships which can assist him in changing his negative memories from a deficit to a strength. Seeking supportive relationships that are going to cause you to see things very, very different. Surround yourself with good men. I have seven.  I don’t know how many you have. I have seven men and that’s not including my four heroes, my sons.  It’s not including some guys from my past that I can still call up at any time. These are guys actively in my life. Every one of them calls me up. They believe I’m amazing and have infinite worth. There’s something so cool about that whole concept. Now, they also know I’m a jerk.  They also know of my faults. We’re not talking about us being perfect. Man, we’re not. We’re talking about the fact that we need guys to come along side and make a difference.  This is defending your chain mail.  You’re defending who you are, so learn to do these things.
Look at G.  Accepting that the early messages he received from his past have helped him  to form his current beliefs. You got to understand that the things that I’ve received early on are the beliefs that I now have and those beliefs that I now have are part of who I am. I got to accept that and then start to say, how do I alter it.  I can’t deny them. I can’t say, I’m different from my dad. Well you’re like your dad if you haven’t changed or you’re like your dad if you choose to be. I mean, it’s those options. Some of you, by the way, have fathers that you’d love to be like.  You’re very, very fortunate and it goes a long way. 
Look at H. Knowing that the early self and life expectations act as the initial ruts from which deeper ruts are formed.  That if you get involved in these things, guys, it’s going to get very hard for you to feel like a knight. We all have ruts.  Year one in Squire, we talked about ruts. Ruts are the area, if you ever do any hunting, basically deer kind of run through a rut, and they actually call the season when they’re looking for their mates. They’re in the rut and it’s that concept of which there’s this trail that  you can kind of follow. It’s sort of what happens. Guys, we make ruts all the time in our life. We kind of follow it over and over again and what happens is these chain mail problems cause us to live in that area. 
I want you to think about a guy by the name of Steven Vincent Benet, who was in the 1800s was raising a family of military people. He was sent to military school I think when he was nine years of age, wrote a poem about the brutality of it. Now you know you don’t fit in the military school if you write a poem about the brutality of it as a kid, and he will – he always had tremendous respect of the military but couldn’t get in it because of some eyesight issues. He’ll write poems, like he wrote a poem about the Civil War called “John Brown’s Baby”.  He’s a guy that has written things like “Daniel Webster and the Devil” and “The Devil and Daniel Webster”. He’s just a guy that’s made a big impact in writing, but he has this quote that I’m going to let you see here and it means an awful lot to how we are thinking today. “We thought because we had power, we had wisdom.” “We thought because we had power, we had wisdom.”  So often so many of us have experienced things where people had power with us, but they didn’t have wisdom. So everything we’ve been talking about, about being attacked and defended, now I want to talk for a few minutes about your being liberated. What Benet is talking about is this, guys: power doesn’t mean that you have wisdom and so some of us have been wounded by this. How about if we change it around?  What if our chain mail becomes good and everybody we start to touch, because we believe we’re amazing and of infinite worth starts to live in that. 
So let’s walk through these to kind of liberate you in this journey. Letter A.  He works less to – a knight develops a wise strategy, Roman numeral three, develops a wise strategy to deal with the past memories that negatively impact his ability to fulfill his core’s potential.  He works less to re-experience the pain of the past and more to redefine it’s meaning.  Let’s start to think about how do we rise up and how do we start to attack.  How do we start to move. How do you big up your sword?  How do you go make a difference?  Don’t worry about so much where you’ve been.  Let’s write a page going  forward, so begin to check your chain mail, what’s true, what’s lies and make a difference with it.
Look at B, getting liberated. He recognizes that many of his painful experiences are statements which are more about who others are rather than definitions of himself. He begins to realize that the statements of who you and I are is connected to who they were. That’s not who we are. That’s who they were. You are amazing and of infinite worth, so they were also, by the way, of amazing and of infinite worth. They just chose  maybe not to live in it. So we don’t get defined by somebody else. We get defined by who God made you to be and the freedom to be that. That’s part of the journey we’re going to have. We’re going to discover what that is.

Look at the next letter. He pursues forgiveness as a way to take back the power he has given to others which will allow him, in turn, to live more effectively.  He’s going to give, you just have to learn to say, I’m going to forgive the damage that’s been done. I’m going  to learn to let it go. Forgiveness, by they way guys, is not you allowing the person to do it to you again. Forgiveness is not necessarily guys that you reconcile the relationship. It might not be safe. Forgiveness is, you step out of the way and let God handle it. That’s what forgiveness is. So when we understand that it’s going to get some free liberating sides to this whole area of your chain mail.

Look at the letter D. He chooses to pursue positive beliefs which directly contradict the negative beliefs created in his past.  He chooses to pursue positive beliefs that are going to contradict it. So guys, you’re going to start to begin like you believe. I am amazing and of infinite worth. If you think that you’re not worthy to be knighted, if you think that you’re not worthy to be this guy and receive that, the boy in you had died, the man in you now lives, I can tell you that according to God, you are, you are amazing and of infinite worth.  

Consider letter E.  He provides himself with the time to refuel by choosing to take a break from his ongoing grief work and do something fun.  Guys, when you and I understand what it means to get freed up, it means that you’re going to allow yourself to work through, man, some of the pain in the past. We’re going to talk about grief in the weeks to come. What I want you to understand is you’re going to have to kind of rise up from that and just kind of regenerate yourself.  You’re going to have to let God just kind of fill you back up and become all that you were designed to be and the way He made you.

Look at the next one. He regularly re-evaluates the various influences on his decision making and takes ownership of the direction that his choices take him.  He’s going to regularly re-evaluate and take ownership. Alright guys, this is going to get as simple as it can be. There’s a lot of things that have happened to this point in our lives. A lot of things that have caused you to just kind of go on the journey you’ve gone on.  Now you’re going to have to say this: I’m responsible for this journey. I’ll take responsibility, no matter how hard it’s gotten, and I will have changed my chain mail.  I’ll change it because I’m going to take ownership. I’m responsible for what – all of my choices, remember, Trail 2.  
There’s a moment in the movie “Defiance” when Tuvia has been leading and leading and leading. They’re being driven out by the Germans. They come to a swamp. He believes that Asael has been killed. Asael and him have divided. Asael is with another military group that’s trying to fight in a resistance movement and he’s pretty sure that they are just dead and alone.  And he gets to the edge after making decision after decision, Tuvia does, and making decision after decision on the edge of a swamp that they’ve come upon and he just runs out of strength. If you were to watch that scene, it would go like this.  Everybody’s saying, Tuvia, Tuvia, what do we do?  All the people are crowded around. By this point there’s a thousand or more. What do we do? What do we do?  And Tuvia is looking at this swamp, the army is coming towards him, and he turns to the girl that has become a close friend of his, would have become his wife if they were not in the circumstances they were in, and he gives her a gun and he says, when they come, don’t let them take you.  Makes sure there’s a bullet in it and hands her the gun and everybody else goes, Tuvia, Tuvia, what do we do? And Tuvia is shaking and he cannot make a decision and he’s exhausted. He has no way to go anymore.  His brother, Asael shows up and he goes, what are we doing here. And they go, well, Tuvia, we don’t know what to do and he says, Tuvia, come on, we got to get the people through the swamp.  And he goes, we can’t make it through the swamp and he goes, yes, you can.  And he says, it isn’t going to be up to other people in getting us there. We’re going to be able to do it ourselves. And they enter the swamp and they get through it. Tuvia leads again, encouraged by his brother.  One of the wise men in the village, in their community, who is dying.  He’s dying and his last words are this:  I almost gave up on God, but then He sent me you. I thank Him and I thank you, Tuvia. I almost gave up.  You know the rest of that story is a true story actually, from out of that scene of the movie. The story goes like this. For the next two years they will hide in the woods. They’ll build a hospital, schools and they’ll save twelve hundred people. Amazing, amazing story.  Guys, you’re amazing and of infinite worth. So here’s what I want you to do. I want you to do what’s written in your book, G. 
He answers the following questions courageously. Identify an individual or experience from your past which has hurt you.  Describer the relationship or the experience and its affects on you. I want you to identify a person that’s wounded you. I want you to be bold about doing that and just describe what’s happened, because it will help you to not be attacked.  It will help you to not defend. It will help you to be liberated and to understand that you are amazing and of infinite worth. 
So here we go, guys. Here’s what I’m asking you to consider. I want you to think about what it would be like to be free from the lies you used to believe and believe what God has told you.  You are amazing and of infinite worth. Thanks so much for being with us. See you next week. 
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