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You know guys, every once in awhile, you just need to listen.  Sometimes when you just stay inside, you’re never going to understand what’s being called out from within you. Sometimes you need to step outside the door and discover that your soul is crying out to you. What we want to do is we want to actually hear that call.  We want to hear it in such a way that, what is my soul calling me for?  What is it longing for? What is it that is shining through the trees that’s causing me to go down a path outside of my “comfort zone” and discover what does it mean to be the man we are designed to be, a man that we’re designed to be by God. 


Inside of us we have a core and that core has a soul and that soul, all men have whether it’s alive or not because of you decision with Christ. You’re spirit comes alive there. Your soul is causing you to long for God. So here’s what I want you to know.  Right now, can you hear your soul?  Can you hear it?  Can you hear it?  Just listen because if you listen real well, you’ll discover that a man submits to an authority beyond himself, Principle No. 15.  So if you hear it, if you hear it well, you’ll understand that there’s something calling me. There’s something calling me to venture out of my comfort zone and experience something on a much higher level. 


So I want you to join me in a journey.  We’re going to take a look at our soul. A knight follows his soul into the manhood step of transparency and prepares for the last stage of manhood which is transcendency. Now I want to welcome you to this kind of cool place from – I know it’s hard to write those big words. Transparency and transcendency, at least for me, I misspell and, and so I get in trouble. Transparency is what we’re going to talk about that the soul calls you to.  Transcendency takes you to the next level of who you are. It takes us through a journey that is kind of exciting.  It’s like you have a map and the soul is a map, a map that you can’t see as clearly as you can see this map.  But when you understand that it exists and it’s here, you’ll understand how much freedom that you have and you’ll explore what God’s given you.  Now I wish I could tell you that it’s as clear as the map here.  On here with the topography and allowing you to know what elevations, you can start to anticipate things. I want you to see how this works.

Now let’s walk through some things. The soul is like a map because it guides.  So write the word guides. It guides by (a) providing a reason for making good decisions. It’s your motivation. The soul helps you make a good decision. Now if you were to adventure out and take advantage of this map, you’d have to know how far the trail is, what the elevations are and it’s going to be, I know where I’m going kind of feel, right?  Now, this is the tricky side of the soul that God’s given us. We don’t quite get a map like that. The soul is a map but you don’t get to see it. Guys, you got to hear your map. That’s really bizarre.  Can you hear it?   If you understand that the motivation of the soul is for you to make good decisions, it allows you to venture onto the path.  It allows you to follow that which you cannot see anywhere near as much as you can hear it.  So keep in mind that.


Look at the next one. Suggesting that some of the finer things of life should be appreciated. Some of the finer things should be appreciated. It’s almost like refreshment.  It’s like you take your map and you realize that I’m going to now walk into this world where I can breathe and hear and smell and taste and I can enjoy and smell the roses as I do life. Here’s our problem guys, we race through life.  Wherever I go, I have to drive to it.  Everywhere I go, whether it’s coming to this shoot, whether it’s going to my job, whether it’s going to speak somewhere, I get off an airplane, we’re always moving.  Sometimes we just don’t stop and refresh. The soul says, breathe man, just breathe. Relax a little bit.  It’s sort of like this. Did you ever watch in baseball where the manager walks out to the mound and you know that there’s nobody warming up in the bullpen. You know that he’s doing something. Do you know what he’s trying to do?  He’s trying to buy time to get everybody to breathe for a minute.  It’s your soul saying, just think man. Look around you, know what’s going on. You kind of lost your focus. That’s what the soul does.

The third thing it does – encouraging an involvement in relationships. It’s going to encourage an involvement in intimacy. Now this particular map right here is a map of Colorado. A particular set of peaks in Colorado that my wife climbs.  Now you know about me, right?  Lynn climbs fourteen thousand foot mountains. Me, I fly over fourteen thousand foot mountains saying “Whoa they look pretty down there, sure glad I’m not climbing them.”  Now I do climb a mountain. I will never – if Lynn’s going to climb and I’m with her, we’re climbing it together. So anywhere she goes, I go, but you have to understand, that’s about the extent of it for me. I climb a mountain because she climbs a mountain. I climb a mountain with some other guys. I don’t ever climb alone. She climbs alone. She solos. 

Part of your soul is to drive you to intimacy.  I don’t do this alone. I do it with others and your soul says: “You know what? If you’re being alone too much, if you’re being alone too much, you’re not hearing it man. You’re not hearing it.”  Now you say, well in order for me to be refreshed and hear what my soul says, don’t I have to be alone?  Yeah, you have to be alone to catch the vision but what you’re being called to is intimacy on two levels, a vertical level with God and a horizontal level with people.  Understand this.  If all you have is a vertical intimacy, you and God alone, you can do that in heaven. You don’t need to be here on earth. When you’re here on earth, it’s always with another person in mind.  Everything about a man, is to discover intimacy.

Look at the next one. Blessing a committed relationship with one lover.  Your soul creates in you a desire, not only for intimacy, that intimacy best be known with one lover for life. I love this idea. Believe it or not, your soul will not lead you to multiple one night stands.  It won’t. Not your soul. Your shadow, your part of your instincts, your part of your body, but not your soul.  Your soul will lead you to the way you were created.  It’s like on here there’s trails and if you get off the trail, you’re going to mess it up. You’re going to endanger yourself.  Your soul takes you to a trail of just one lover. Now I believe it’s one mate, one lover for life. Remember, you make love to one person. Now if Lynn dies, then I have the freedom to have that relationship with somebody else of if I die, she has the freedom to have that relationship with someone else, but the reality is, there’s a trail that God’s had.  We often try to circumvent the trail because we think we know more than God.  Every time I’ve ever done any hiking and sort of went exploring on my own, I get lost.  Now Lynn’s a great navigator. She can do all kinds of things with compasses. I think she can cook a meal with a compass. She can do everything with it. So she can get us back to where we need to be, but the reality is, you need to stay on the trail that God designed. That’s the way our soul is.


Look at the next one.  Recognizing the importance of values and of standards. Now, if you look at any map, there’s going to be sort of a standard, a guide of how far is this, what this elevation means, what these little lines means, what that stream means, how this works where the roads are. There’s a standard. Now if somebody were to create a map that did not have conventional standards and didn’t tell you so you’re believing that what you’re seeing is this but it doesn’t match the guy, we’re in trouble. God is never that way. Your soul and it’s written on the tablets of your heart something, right?  

When Hugh Heffner was asked if his daughter could become this month’s playmate when she turned eighteen, he went oooh.  That’s an inconsistency of mine. No she can’t.  You know what you hear there don’t you?  His soul, his soul is saying there’s standards inside of him. On the tablets of your heart are written the law of God.  Here’s what your soul does. It takes you to standards, what principles are. 

Look at the next one. Creating priorities, focus. This is all about your focus, creating priorities.  Where do you need to go? What do you need to know?  Now, you’re going to go off on this adventure on this trail, but you’re very much aware of the fact that that sun is either rising or falling and you’re going to run out of daylight. So what you have to understand is how far am I going to go?  What’s my focus?  What’s important?  I have X amount of time so if I want to be at the camp at a certain time or I want to be off of the mountain at a certain time or whatever it is, you have to be very much aware and so your soul keeps you focused. 
What are the priorities in your life?  Here are my priorities: my relationship with God, my relationship with Lynn, my relationship with my boys, my relationship with the guys I work with, the community, my job, those things and then it goes down into some other areas. What we have to understand is those understanding of priorities helps you to know.  Your soul will keep you focused on those.

Look at the next one. Giving meaning to one’s personal life. That’s your perspective.  It’s going to give meaning to your personal life. Sometimes I’ll say to Lynn, why do you solo? Why do you go off into the woods and just solo alone?  I have this map because I’m relational, right?  So I’m going to do something with somebody else. She has the map because she needs it when she goes alone, because she can understand certain things about who she is better in that moment and sometimes your soul, you have to just stop and listen to it. So while it’s relational, while it’s involved in a lot of good in touching people lives, your soul is also going to give you perspective.  It’s going to let you see things. Lynn will tend not to panic when she’s had time to just sort of absorb and look at life a little bit.  So that’s really important to give you perspective. Your soul is going to do that. 
There’s a movie called “Bruce Almighty”.  “Bruce Almighty” is a movie about Bruce Nolan who is a news weatherman for a station. He wants to become the anchorman.  Through a series of events, he runs into God who is Morgan Freeman which I’m not sure God and Morgan Freeman are one in the same, but in the movie it works out real well.  He’s given the power of being God.  He says, you could be God and Bruce kind of mishandles it. He doesn’t do well with it. It’s sort of like he didn’t let the soul guide him.  He let all the other things guide him, his instincts, his shadow.  How can you be God and let your shadow drive you, but he’s in that place and now he’s asked to meet God again.  He gets to the location where he met God in this empty warehouse and he says, “God, God, come talk to me, come talk to me.”  And that’s where the scene kind of begins.  He’s crying out for God. He’s searching everywhere. He’s looking at his soul.  He is desperately wanting to find something that’s messed up because he knows he’s messed up. He has all kinds of, creating all kinds of problems around the world. Then all of a sudden Morgan Freeman shows up with a mop, mopping a floor. Bruce says I’ve messed up and Morgan Freeman and he start mopping a floor together.  When it’s all done, he goes, “Sometimes the world just gets kind of dirty and it’s nice just to clean it up.”  There’s this kind of cool phrase and in it he says to him, “You know what, this just feels good. It’s good.”  And they kind of do this thing back and forth with each other. And then God goes to leave with the ladder and says I’m going to let you in charge now Bruce. You can handle it from here. And Bruce says, “I don’t think I know how to do it” and he goes, “Bruce, you need to understand something. A miracle is not like a little game you play when you part tomato soup like you did in a restaurant, laid dry ground between the bowl of tomato soup.”  He said a miracle is a single mother with children who is able to work and take care of them.  That’s a miracle. A kid who says no to drugs, that’s a miracle. Bruce, you need to be a miracle.  He mentions how you’re not supposed to keep looking up. Well, yes you are.  It’s kind of a different eastern kind of feel there, but what he’s saying is this. Your soul, Bruce, will help you learn to be the miracle I designed you to be.  You just need to listen to it. Can you hear it?  When you come out of that scene, you are aware of the fact that Bruce will never quite be the same again.  
So what we’ll look at is the next issue that we’ll talk about. Providing comfort as life’s tough questions are dealt with.  Providing comfort as life’s tough questions are dealt with. That’s perseverance. What you need to do is, whenever we get in trouble when we’re hiking – when Lynn and I did a thing about a thirteen thousand foot gorge and we were in snow up to our waist. It’s May. I have no idea why I’m there. She’s lighter than I am. She’s walking on top of it. I am like dropping in saying wordy dirds everywhere I do as I’m going through this process with her and at a certain point, I said, okay where are we in relationship to where we’re trying to go?  Well we pulled up the map and it gave us perspective. The soul, if you hear it, is designed to give you perspective. Guys, stop and listen to your soul.  Listen to it.  It’s what God’s given as a road map to Him, the things that are important, to really the way He made you to be without the shadow dominating.  

The next one is this.  Expecting a life dream or a mission, a call.  You’ll find out about this because we’re going to talk about it, but if I’m going to take you back over, up here to the top of the fireplace, up here is where you and I get together and we say, there’s something that’s drawing me to that. That’s something important to me. It’s like a magnet that’s reaching out to you.  We’re going to talk about your calling in a couple weeks but as you go this way, allow yourself – your soul allows you to dream about what were you designed to do. What if there’s something inside of you that can be fulfilled if you can reach it and it’s not like this frustrating dream of I want to have this item or that item, but rather it’s what I was made to do.  Your soul, it’s like a magnet pulling you to the call. It’s a great thing.

Look at the next one.  Cleaning up the mess created by the shadow. The soul will help you clean up the mess created by the shadow. I think so often with me, if I have any regrets it’s in this chair right here.  If I have any regrets in my life, it’s relational.  I don’t think it’s business decisions. I don’t think it’s different things that have happened because I’ve made a good choice or a bad choice in the world of economics or whatever else. I think that it has always been relational and when my shadow misbehaves, when my shadow dominates, when I allow it to – my choice – let it run, let the sin run me, inevitably I have to step out from behind what I’ve done and go to relational and ask for forgiveness.  I just can’t hide here and your soul will not let you be content with a broken relationship. It won’t. Your soul will not let you be in that position where you’re discontent.  

Look at the next one. Recognizing how God is part of life.  This is your spirituality.  There’s a purpose for the map. It’s to get you to a place. If you hear your soul well, I want you to know He’s calling you to your spirit, one of the parts of the core – body, soul, mind, shadow, self, spirit. He’s calling you to Him so when you run from Him, instead of going into the forest you run from the forest, your soul will call you to it. I’ve had some sons that have gone through prodigal experiences. Do you know what a prodigal son is?  A son who isn’t doing necessarily what his dad would like him to do. I know that when that son goes on that path, because I’ve been that son and I’ve done that, when they go in that path, the soul is still calling. God does not accuse, guys. He does convict though.  He convicts you to say, I wonder if I could have a relationship with God?  I wonder if I could find Him?  It makes all the difference in the world.

There’s a character in the Bible named Habakkuk.  Habakkuk is a guy that in your Knightly News should have been like all the other minor prophets.  Habakkuk is a guy that he struggles with the fact that the people he’s serving have been oppressed time and time again. His world, his world is one of complete defeat. It’s almost like they are wondering. The nation of Israel it doesn’t have a map. They can’t find a map. They have no idea where they are going.  It’s just all messed up. They’ve lost this thing completely and that’s what Habakkuk deals with day in and day out. And some minor prophets when they get that way get pretty negative. We talked about one a few trails ago.  Habakkuk is different.  Habakkuk is a man who is in touch with his soul?  How do I know that? Listen to this passage from the book of Habakkuk.  “But the Lord is in His holy temple.  That all the earth be silent before Him.”  “But the Lord is in His holy temple.  That all the earth be silent before Him.”  This is a man who hasn’t felt or seen God functionally.  He can’t find the map anywhere. The nation of Israel is so confused and so scattered because of its rebellion and sin and its separation from God and yet he says, God, still on the throne.  It’s almost like he says, I can see the light even though I can’t see it. I can hear the music of God even though right now I can’t find the map. It’s almost like the trail that he’s called into is alive in him and he declares that God is God. That’s what the soul does.  It works out really well.

I want you to consider this. The soul creates an opportunity for a man’s transparency by several things.  One, actively quieting the shadow’s self-focus and desire for ease and comfort.  Remember when you used to hike, guys, when you were kids and you had canteens.  I loved canteens. Canteens were awesome. They always smelled weird. You never were sure what was in it before, you weren’t sure how many germs were in it, but it was a canteen and it was always better to drink out. You don’t use canteens anymore when you hike.  You do this.  You either have a bladder on your back with a hose in your mouth, which is the way I prefer because I need like a significant amount of liquid when I hike or you carry one of these.  Now, I’m not sure why these are now better than other things. I don’t know how it all works, but apparently, my wife can filter. She can take mud and filter it into drinkable water through some items she puts to this, but we carry this when we’re hiking and if you know anything about hiking, you need to know if there’s a water source and if there’s no water source, you know this is it, right. So what you need to do is you know that the moment you put this into your hands, this is your lifeline, right?  It’s what is important to you.  The problem is that our self-focus and our desire for ease and comfort means that we will tend to misuse this. I’ll drink half the bottle before I’ve even gotten out of the car, before I’ve even entered the trail.  Your soul says, be careful about selfishness. Be careful about selfishness.

Look at the next one.  Assisting in clarifying the decision to sacrifice one’s self. Now, let’s make it a little bit more exciting.  When I clarify the decision to sacrifice myself, my soul is saying, are you willing to so give of yourself when you don’t have anything left if you give it?  In other words, if I give that I know of me and you reject it, I don’t have anything else left, right?  Let’s assume that we’re walking up a cliff.  It’s a cliff for me.  It’s a mountain for Lynn and she trips and she falls.  She breaks her bottle and her water goes everywhere. Now it’s just my water and her water.  Am I willing to self-sacrifice my well being to make sure she’s taken care of?  To be honest with you it’s pretty easy.  It’s my wife, so sure, honey, go have a drink.  

Let’s take it a little bit further. Look at the next one.  Sensitizing him to the significant needs of others.  Now, Lynn has broken her bottle, so if we’re going to be sensitized to the needs of others, I’m doing okay. I’m with her. We’re kind of a couple. We’re kind of used to this and so if I don’t share with her, I’m going to hear about it for the rest of my life anyway, so we share.  Then we meet somebody else on the trail.  They’ve twisted their knee. We’re real far away from the car.  They have no water and we’re going to have to get them there.  This is all I have now. I’ve already been sharing it with her.  Now I have to be aware of somebody else’s needs and be willing to share it with them. Now to catch this, I might not get any more depending on the depth of their need or not much. I’m certainly going to give it to Lynn before I’m going to give it to me. Do you see where this is going?  The soul takes you to transparency. It’s the beginning of moving out beyond yourself. It is saying that whatever the map is, I’m beyond that. It’s sort of like saying, I’m going to go deeper into the trail.  It’s  sort of like saying, I’m going to go deeper into something that I don’t know because I’m going to hear the calling that God says I’ll take care of you, because the God of the universe gets this. He understands sacrifice.  He made you with the freedom to reject Him.  You can’t understand sacrifice any deeper than that. So the soul says will you be willing to risk this?  
Look at the next one. Giving strength to guide his instincts for a greater good.  Guys, our instinct fights our soul, not initially. When God wired us, our instincts were good, but when you add the shadow to instincts, it fights it. So what we have to understand is this.  Your soul will battle your instinct because guess what guys?  This is all I have. If I give it to my wife or if I give it to the stranger, what then?  You know that Jesus Christ had to fight His instincts when he came to the cross and he said God, I’d rather not do this, sweating drops of blood literally.  He had to fight that instinct and realize that there’s a greater good going on. Something bigger is happening.
Look at the next one.  Solidifying his core so that he can make a leap into the unknown.  Solidifying his core so he can make a leap into the unknown. Here’s what it means.  You know what your core is?  It’s a decision making thing you’re going to do using your body, your soul, your mind, your spirit, your shadow, understanding your shadow and your self and your self chooses what you’re going to do. Guys, your body will die without liquid but not as fast as you think it will. So what you have to do is say okay, I need to make good decisions as I leap outside of my comfort zone and try to do without as much liquid as I’m used to. 

Stephen Covey has written a book called “Seven Habits of a Highly Effectual Leader”. What’s interesting is that book is world famous. I mean it is all over the world.  It’s probably one of the most well known business books and actually self-help books out there. Stephen Covey is a father, I think of nine kids, forty-four grandkids. He’s a man that really cares deeply about important things. He’s extremely successful and has changed a lot of people’s perspectives in life. Now here’s what I want you to understand about Stephen Covey.  He gets it.  His soul somehow is intact.  It has something to do with an aspect of his religion.  His religion doesn’t necessarily take him to Christ but it takes him deep into his soul.  Here’s what it says. “Whatever is at the center of our life will be the source of our security, guidance, wisdom and power.”  Whatever is at the center of my life will be the source, will be the source of everything else. Tell me what’s at the center of your life.  If it is you, my wife doesn’t get it, that stranger doesn’t get it, I get it. Your soul says don’t do you.  Transparency says I’m willing to go way beyond my comfort zone for the good of those around me. Men in touch with their souls are scary.  You know why?  Because you start to go on adventures you never dreamed possible.  Because here is the God of the universe is and how it works.  

Look at the next area.  Helping to strengthen his core and as a result of his sacrificial actions thereby enabling a stronger knight to emerge. It’s going to allow you to become a much stronger man. You go, wait a minute. I’m giving up something that’s important. Well you’ll die without water, but what you need to understand is that to sacrifice is because you decided that something else is of greater worth. We’re at the point of saying, am I strong enough to take a bullet?  

You know a guy by the name of Timothy McCarthy on March 30th, 1981 will make himself a human shield and take a bullet for President Ronald Reagan. He was a Secret Service agent. The man who shot him, John Hinckley, Jr. will get off six shots in 1.7 seconds, the fourth hitting McCarthy, the sixth ricocheting into the President.  It’s funny but if you look at those two men on that day in history, one man is transparent – McCarthy, and one man is completely selfish and destructive. Guys, your soul keeps you from being the second man and it allows you to be the first. It’s what takes us to another level, new strength to emerge.

Look at the next one. Providing a life theme that encourages him to extend himself by going outside of his usual patter. Providing a life theme allows him to go beyond his normal pattern. Here’s what we mean by a life theme.  A life theme is to realize that I actually get a chance to see – remember we hear it – the map. This is where we begin to say, I get a picture of something that is bigger than what this is about. It’s not just about this map, about this mountain.  It’s about the mountain beyond it. It’s not just about this trail, it’s about a bigger world. And our life map sort of says, I know where I fit in this thing. I kind of see where it goes and your soul is constantly going to be in touch with your life map which allows you to know when to sacrifice. There’s always a need, right?  It’s just knowing when.  You’re life map will help you guide that. That’s part of why we talk a lot about calling around here.

Look at the next one. Assists in the proper selection of armor so that a new challenge can be met. He’s going to assist in the proper selection of armor.  Now, take our scenario. I’m walking on the mountain.  What if I don’t survive?  What if Lynn survives and the other person survives, but I don’t survive that?  Your armor, your armor says, I have to steal myself for those mental decisions. You’re going to know. Your soul is going to guide you in what thickness of armor, what consistency. We spend a lot of time talking about that year one in Squire. I hope you understand how that whole thing works and where it goes.

Look at the next one. Resolving his chain mail history so that the strength of his core can be fully mobilized. You remember me right, guys?  This is the way I was raised. My chain mail had me taking care of myself, right? I was pretty much about my comfort, my selfishness.  We’re on the trail, hum, hum, hum, it’s my water, my good stuff. Guys, if you don’t deal with your chain mail history, it will never become transparent.  I’ll never share this.  No, no, no.  I have to deal with that and break free from it and have new truth. Do you know what the new truth of my chain mail is? That while I am loved and of significant worth, you are of equal value.  That is powerful. I mean that’s a whole new thing. That kind of takes care of that selfish world, doesn’t it?

Alright, look at the next one. Contributing to an optimistic attitude and developing perseverance for a difficult task at hand. Contributing to an optimistic attitude and developing perseverance for the difficult task at hand. Now, keep this in mind. An optimistic thing is you say, I think we have enough water to get us there. To do the difficult things means that you say I’m going to limit you in the depth of your sip. Maybe I’m just going  to pour it in this lid and that’s all you’re going to get, or however we decide it, it allows you to say we can make it but perseverance is going to be there. Transparency is stepping way, way out of your comfort zone, right?
Bruce Almighty in that movie, Bruce Nolan gets to the point where he decides that he would be better off letting go of this God thing and just loving the way God loved. It’s really kind of a cool scene.  He’s living with this girl Grace. He’s obviously not a knight. He’s living with this girl and he’s always been a user. That’s what we tend to be as guys if we don’t follow the soul. Now he’s being changed. She broke up with him because he has hurt her so many ways and so many times and so we pick this scene up right about here.  She is on this list of his computer finding out who is praying and he finds that Grace is praying right now and he reads her prayers. As he’s reading her prayers, it’s all about others. It’s all about wanting him to be all that he can be. It’s all about wanting the pain to stop in her life and then he finds out she is praying right then and there so he sort, he’s God, he transports himself right outside her window where she is praying.  He listens to her prayer and she says how she loves Bruce so much but she doesn’t want to hurt anymore so please take the love for Bruce away. Oh my goodness, it just rips at his heart. He hears it and he gets it.  He gets it.  He goes, okay God, I’m tired of fighting. It’s yours and he sort of kneels down in the middle of the rain in the middle of a road and he gets hit by a truck.  Morgan Freeman meets him there in Heaven and he does one of these cool things. As he’s talking to him he goes, he goes, where am I?  He goes, am I in Heaven and he goes, yeah, you can’t kneel down in the middle of a highway and expect to live and talk about it.  He goes well I just was starting to get it and he goes, well that’s good.  What were you getting? He goes, well I think I know how to pray now.  Well good, do it now and Bruce does one of these kind of prayers where he goes, Dear God please help everyone and bring world peace.  How was that and Morgan Freeman says, that would be cool if you were Miss America but why don’t you pray from your heart. He says, you know I just learned to start to truly love Grace.  He goes, well then pray.  If you want her back, is that what you want?  Ask for it. He goes, no, I don’t want her back and then he prays a prayer like this.  I’d rather that she learn to see what I see now and love one who would love her as I see her now as she should have and deserves to be loved. I want her to feel that love.  When he said that, when he prayed that, Morgan Freeman goes, now that’s a prayer. It shocks him back into reality as he wakes up on the highway being rescued from dying.  When you come out of that scene, it’s like when you get the idea that you are going to love another at that level, then you get it, then your soul is broken free from the chain mail and everything else.
Look at the next one. Recognizing that a life determined by faith and not by sight is needed.  Got it?  This is kind of weird. It’s not a map deal. It’s not even a trail deal. It’s just following  what you’re being called to do, hearing it and by faith, whether you run out of water or not, you’ll follow it. So that’s transparency. It’s the ability to go way beyond yourself and your comfortability.
There one more thing that a soul does, Roman number three. The soul prepares the man for transcendency by this – by pre-deciding who and what he is going to put his faith in regarding the end of his forest existence. Alright guys, this is where you kind of put down the water. You have to pre-decide who am I going to follow.  You only have a couple of options. You follow God by you hope you’re going to be good enough for Him. You don’t believe in God, so you follow just sort of your luck. Or you feel like there’s an energy out there or you feel whatever it is, you have to decide what that is. For me, the guys that do Knights with me, part of our Knights organization, we’re going to tell you that it’s a relationship with God through Christ, not man trying to get to God but rather God getting  to man through Christ and connects us up. You have to decide.  You have to pre-decide that.  It will change everything about how you look at transcendency.  Transcendency is the willing to say there’s something bigger in life than between here and the grave. It’s bigger than the dash. When you’re born on your gravestone to when you die.  It’s bigger than that seeing what that whole thing is.

Look at the next one. The soul is designed to comfort your anxiety about the future.  Guys when you become fearless about death, you become hard to beat. There was a guy by the way of Paul in the New Testament who he said for me to live is Christ, to die is even better.  What are you going to do with a guy like that?  It’s going to relieve your anxiety when you let your soul take you to transcendency, when you go, I trust where I’m going. I trust there’s something bigger going on beyond this. It allows you a tremendous amount of freedom, guys.  
Look at the next one. Limiting his denial of the eventuality of his death. We’ve been talking about this one. It’s pretty clear. Guys, feel free not to deny the fact that death is coming but feel free not to run after it because you can live with fullness, just don’t be afraid of it.

Look at the next one. Assisting him in living out his mission for as long as he has time here on earth.  Let the soul write your map. See, you’re going to hear it, you can’t see it.  But the more you hear it, the more it actually starts to become pretty concrete.  Let the soul write the map. It will guide you.  That’s going to help you understand where we’re going and how it’s going to work.

Look at the next one.  Providing wisdom and affirmation to leave as his legacy. I’m going to provide wisdom and affirmation that I will leave as a legacy to those who are behind me, to those I care about. Guys, this is where your legacy gets found. It gets built into this moment.  Now what am I leaving behind?  Do I leave a map? Do I leave a map so others can find me, find the God I found? You know what, that’s what we do guys, by leaving a legacy that’s going to be the wisdom and all of that that will help those behind you not only survive but find what you have found.

Look at the last one. Creating a sense of meaning for the pain and feelings of helplessness that are part of his dying process. I will tell you that when you’re running out of water, and you know there is no more, you know when this is gone, it’s over. There’s a sense of helplessness every sip you take. I’ve walked enough guys through the dying process. What you’ll find is that your soul in a transcendent level connected to God will walk you through it so you’ll understand it. It will not be anywhere near as scary as it is and it will therefore cause you to do this.  It will cause you to share your faith with others. It will cause you to get to a place in your life where others can find the trail you’re on, find a hope in it, find a God who has been calling you and you’ll be open to say, you know what?  Do you want to know where my life is?  It’s found in Him. 
Transcendency is hard to fight against. Do you know what it allows you to do?  It allows you to do the last one. Teaching a Christian to expect an eternal relationship with God and perfection. At the end of this trail, there’s more trail. At the end of this trail, there’s life. It’s almost like death is coming down the womb of your mother and being born into the real world. Every baby loves the womb. It’s comfortable. It’s safe. It feels good and we resist getting out, but when we hit the real world, we never want to go back to womb living. That’s what the soul is causing you to do, transcendency and allowing you to go forward.  
Guys, your soul is a map.  Your soul brings life but it causes you without seeing life, without seeing the map and without having enough, to know that God is enough.  It allows you the freedom to hear Him, follow Him.

See you next week.
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