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You know, guys, here we are at Trail 7 and I have been telling you about the part of my dad’s life where he had made a pretty bad choice and things went down from there, but if you were with us since year one, you would have heard me tell a story in Squire about a time when my dad was confronted with something. What he was confronted with, it was like he had this choice, like there were multiple doors that he could choose from and he had to decide which way he wanted to go. Let me tell you that story again even though some of you, I know, heard it before.

See what happened in my dad’s life was, he got to the point where he was working three jobs to keep my sister and I in a private school and take care of the family and one year at Christmastime, he opened up a Christmas gift and inside of it were, it was either three or five crisp one hundred dollar bills. Now I had never seen a hundred dollar bill. Let’s assume it was five. I’m pretty sure that it was and my dad opened it up and I’m going, we’re going to Disney World.  It’s the best news ever and my dad has this look on his face and it’s like he’s looking at doors. He knows what it is.  It’s a bribe from a contractor that if he takes this, he’s going to be obligated to give him some business for the bank that he works for. So he’s confronted with what’s he going to do with it. What’s he going to do?  Is he going to pick door number one, which says, take the bribe, door number two, act like he shouldn’t and then take it, so that he looks like he’s noble but not do it, or do door number three and say I can’t take this bribe and I’m going to give it back and he does it.  Do you know which one my dad chose?  He chose door number three. He didn’t take the bribe.  He did give it back and it was something so noble about that moment that if I’ve ever thought of a knight moment in my dad’s life, its’ right then.  It’s right there. It’s almost like all the chain mail of his past, all of the armor that he had been living in was suddenly just cleared up for a moment and what was inside was polished. That’s what this trail is called. 

Polishing what’s on the inside.  It’s like he pulled out his dog tag and he said the core of who I am is protected enough for me to make a choice of great nobility. You know what’s really interesting out of that thing?  I have a couple of things that are important to me with my sons. They know what they are. They might not be important to you, but they are to me. One of them is, you never lie, you never lie. My dad didn’t lie.  It’s one of those cool concepts that you just – guys, you can do a lot of wrong things, but don’t lie to me about it.

Another principle we have is, you only have sex with one woman for your entire life in marriage. That’s our principle. My guys may or may not choose to live within that but that’s what they know is the guideline for their lives.

The third one is, you don’t do violence against another person. You don’t take action against somebody unjustly and do violence, whether that’s verbal or physical.  You just don’t and our guys kind of grew up with those things and they were sort of the trues that we kind of guide us by. 

I don’t know what principles you live by but let me give you Principle No. 7. Principle No. 7 says that only the true you will get you through. Only the true you will get you through. Now this has two dynamic natures to it. The part of it that’s about God about what God has said, about who God is. Only the true you. You have to be true to who you are. I think there’s something so amazing about the truth of God, absolutes. These are what principles. Principles are the principles that guide me, but also true you. What is really on the inside of me? What is my core living and functioning like in my life right now?  How am I bringing it all together and making right decisions?  Do we have to know who the true us is?  What we have to know what is truth. 

So we’re going to do something in the next few minutes that it’s going to be an exercise. We’re going to give you thirty-one beliefs today in this trail and those thirty-one beliefs are things that we would tell you that we think are important that a knight does. You’re going  to evaluate yourself as to whether or not they are a belief of yours.  You’re going to evaluate whether these are something that makes a difference to you or not and so you’re going to score yourself. Now this score is different than what we’ve been doing these last few weeks. This score at the end of you will tell you, okay, where am I on what the Knights of the 21st Century present as key truths for a man. Where am I on this?  So you’ll score yourself. I’ll tell you right now my score will end up at about a hundred and fifty-five. I’ll be at a hundred and twenty-nine. That’s where my score will end up. I’ve talked to some guys and their scores ended up very, very small compared to that. Some guys were in the twenties and thirties in their numbers. I just want us to have an honest evaluation because just because we say it’s true does not mean that you have to believe it’s true. And just because we say it’s true and we believe it’s true does not mean you cannot honestly evaluate your life. But at the end of this, I want us to think about what principles we live by.  So in order to know that, I want us to talk about a couple things that are absolutely key here. We have to talk about what it is that has to change, because remember now, if we start over here with armor that provides me a few minutes. That protects me.  That’s what it is designed to do. So armor can either slow you down or protect you. I want you to then move over here to your chain mail. That’s what’s real intimate that’s covering what’s inside.  If you’re ever going to polish up what’s on the inside, your chain mail has to be intact. That’s what we’ve working really hard to do. But it’s no good to get good chain mail and good armor if you do not change what’s inside.  And so, we’re going to take a look at the things we want to change. 
Look at this first Roman numeral. The knight takes responsibility for changing himself. It’s all about changing, so here’s what he does.  One. He utilizes self-awareness to watch for the effects of his past on his present.  If you’re going to make good change, have the courage of self-awareness. Now that’s what we’ve been doing, guys.  We’ve been being aware of our connection to our parents’ beliefs and our beliefs.  Now we’re going to be honest about what we believe, not connected to anybody else. It’s just now at this phase of my life what I believe, so in order for you to change, exhibit good self-awareness.

Look at number two. Number two says, recognizes the emotions that are connected to his filter and chooses to redefine them. When you feel something, when you have these emotions and you recognize that this is connected to it, you’re now going to redefine it, so your truth is not necessarily going to be somebody else’s truth.  It’s going to be your truth and that truth is going to be ultimately, I hope, God’s truth. You see when you take God’s absolute truth and combine it with us believing in it, what we have on the inside gets polishing.  It’s like choosing door number three. It’s the right door. You pick it and things make all the difference in our lives.

Look at number three. In number three it says, it allows himself to feel his filters at any time in the future when he needs to grieve. It allows himself to feel what you’ve had from the past. So I want you to underline the idea of just the fact that you’re going to grieve. It’s going to come. So allow yourself to feel it.  Allow yourself to go through that and when you do, I think you’re going to say, okay, I’m free to leave this behind, and I’m free to make some changes. It’s a pretty aggressive movement forward. A lot of times we move back, right. When things happen to us and we get hurt, we got wounded. You’re no longer doing that. Your armor is pretty good here. Your chain mail is pretty good so you’re having the courage to move forward. There’s always four positions that a knight has. One, he retreats – one, he falls; two, he retreats; three, he stands; and four, he advances and any of those given positions you’re going to have to take on any given day. Right now you’re sort of saying, you’re making an advance here.  You’re changing.

Look at number four.  He’s going to actively follow the positive beliefs that are part of his good filters which will lead him to positive action. So he’s going to actively do something that’s going to take him to very, very positive action. So what you’re doing is you’re moving to the nobility that my dad had. Five hundred dollars, gives it back because it was a bribe. That’s nobility. You’re making a change to do that. No maybe your dad might now have done that. Maybe your grandfather might not have done that.  Maybe your best friends don’t do that, but you’re moving in this way. So this is where we start to really grow as men. 

I think that so often you have to realize that throughout history it’s been very hard for men. In the very first century right around the time of Christ, there’s a guy by the name of Seneca.  Seneca was this guy who was a lawyer in Rome. That’s kind of a weird concept even to be a lawyer in Rome. Seneca was trying to do the right thing but he was doing it in a time when Caligula was the Emperor. He did it in the time when Nero was around. He’ll get accused of adultery. He’ll get accused of leading in a rebellion. He’ll get accused of a lot of things. He’s living with some pretty paranoid guys. He actually will end up being imprisoned on a charge that probably was not true in his life and he was given a death sentence, so he’ll choose to commit suicide in prison. So Seneca’s life is an interesting one. He’s trying to do the right thing, but he kind of runs into a world that doesn’t let him do the right thing and it becomes very hard. We talked about this. If you’re ever going to take a stand, you don’t take a stand alone unless you have to advance beyond the world around you and move forward. A man never stands alone unless he’s taking a stand. It’s a later principle Well, Seneca’s trying to do that and he realizes that he’s not able to effectively do it. But here’s a quote from Seneca that I want you to hear. “No man was ever wise by chance.”  No man was ever wise by chance.  It will have to be a deliberate choice to break away from one thing to become something else.

So here’s what we’re going to do. We’re going  to score this together and I just want you to take a look at your belief statements, what do you believe to be true as we walk through these thirty-one issues. Now what we’re going to do is this.  See it on your sheet there. You’re going to rank one to five on the level at which the stated belief is part of your present chain mail system. You’re going to write it, how is his part of it now.  One, I believe very little about this statement. You can give me as many statements as you want, I don’t believe it. Five, I believe quite firmly. Alright, so you got that. That’s what we’re going to do. So each one, you’re going to put a number. I’ll put my number. You’ll put your number, alright.

One. I have taken what is good from my mother and have dealt with her negative influence. I have taken what’s good from my mom and I’ve dealt with her negative influences. Now for some of you guys, there is not much good in your mom, so you have a lot of negative influence. I’m not talking about how did your mom score? I’m actually saying, in light of your mom – my mom was a great mom  - how have I done dealing with that and all that. So I get a four on that one. It kind of says, I believe this and I think I’m handling this one pretty well. Now you know the story of my dad, so it gets a little bit trickier. 

Look at number two.  I have taken what is good from my father and have deal with his negative influences. Now this one gets really tricky because let’s go back here.  This is where I tend to retreat, right. This is my dad. This is where the chain mail gets real heavy because this is where my dad failed in his marriage, but I scored a four here as well. It’s not conditioned about how well your dad is or how well your mom is. It’s how well you’ve dealt with the negative influences.  I still deal with some and I’m still working on it, but it means that my beliefs are no longer necessarily influenced by them anywhere near where some of us are. So give your score. One to five, how are you doing in the process as you look at this?

Now look at number three. Number three says that I am able to take any negative past or present experience and create life changing strength from it. I’m able to take any negative – and I think this is so cool – past or present experience and create life changing strength from it.  This is what we do I think so often in our lives when we say, okay, the negatives I have had, I’m going to become stronger as a result.  Don’t you feel the advance in that? Don’t you feel it and you’re moving forward?  You feel like there’s a freedom when you get out here. This is what allows us to say, wow, I’m not the man I was, right? I’m not what my dad was. I’m not like – I’m my own man, taking forward. That’s the strength that goes with it. 
Every once in awhile there’s a movie that comes out that talks about men and their strength and probably one of those that does so well is a movie called “Bobby Jones Stroke of Genius”.  You probably haven’t see it unless you’re a golf guy and Jim Caviezel stars it. It’s about a man named Bobby Jones who is a true amateur golfer. I think he was a lawyer, married, had some kids, did what nobody else had ever done. He will win all four of the championships in one year and so he did what nobody had done up to that point in his life, and actually I still believe to this date it’s still  not violated, depending on when you’re seeing this. This guy is such an interesting guy because he had a temper. His temper had some history to it, family history to it. And so I want to show you a scene or at least let you think through a scene where he’s playing golf at St. Andrews. In this scene, he’s hit the ball into a sand trap and if you’ve ever seen it, the sand trap goes straight up like a straight wall onto the green and there’s really no way to go from the sand trap up over that wall.  You’ve got to hit out, obviously costing you a stroke to get on the green and Bobby Jones wasn’t willing to do that. He kept trying to hit it. His caddy, a Scottishman, because that’s where St. Andrews is, he said, young man, it’s the definition of crazy to keep doing the same thing over and over again. And Bobby Jones hits it one more time, does get it up on the green. By now he’s so far out of the ability of the course that he walks over to the ball and he looks at it and he reaches down and he picks it up and he walks off the course.  His caddy says, you can choose to do badly but you cannot afford to choose to quit. He walks off and he’s in his room disgusted when a man by the name of Vardon comes knocking at his door. Vardon was golfing at that tournament, an amazing man of integrity and comes knocking at the door and he says to him, boy that St. Andrews beat you up today. Well that’s what she meant to do that. She’s been doing that way before men thought the world was round.  That’s what the golf course does. But then he says this, don’t stop hitting the ball. I’ve never seen anybody hit the ball with more grace than you have. Don’t stop hitting the ball. When you come out of that scene, don’t you get this idea of the fact that Bobby Jones has a job to do and he wants to abandon it because something is getting to him and he has the courage to keep changing. So keep scoring yourself and see how you do with this.
Look at number four. I do not have to do or be good at everything to have value. I don’t have to be good at everything to have value. I scored very well on this one. This is a five for me.  You come to understanding what you’re good at. I know what I’m good at and what I’m not good at. I know where my strengths are. As a matter of fact, I’m at about and we’ll talk about this later on this year, I’m about 83 to 85% doing everything I love to do because I’ve eliminated all the stuff I’m not good at and let other people who are very good at those things do. It gives me a freedom. It lets me have that value. Now where are you in that process?  Because a lot of you are doing a job you hate, believing that you really can’t be very successful. My dad would have put that – the highest of his life probably was a two.  So where do you score yourself on that?  How are you doing? Keep a running tally because we’re going to add all this up.

Look at number five.  I have the ability to have fun and regularly pursue my personal interests.  So I nailed, nailed number four. I had a five on that one. I have a two on this one. I don’t know if I can explain for you why it’s so hard for me to come over here and sit down and relax.  Why is it so hard for me to just sit and rest? I don’t know what it is about my chain mail.  Part of it is maybe you have a work ethic, and part of me is that I’ve always felt like we’ve always been on a battle economically to care for my family because of some career decisions that I’ve made that puts them in a more jeopardy kind of world. I’m not sure what it is, but he warmth of this – Lynn and I just went away and I read a book in twenty-four hours. I never read a book in twenty-four hours. We did nothing for three days at the shore. We were both exhausted. We were just on a big run. I just graduated our group of guys graduating from Oracle at our church and I was fried and I just – we had a blast together. We rode bikes on the boardwalk and we walked on the beach and we just enjoyed each other. We watched a movie or read a book and we were talking about the fact that when’s the last time we just did that. So I’m a two. How are you?  I actually believe it’s true.  I just don’t live like I believe it’s true.

Look at number six. I have a curious brain and appreciate learning new things. I have a curious brain and I appreciate the fact that I have the opportunity to learn new things.  Let me give you something on that that I think will maybe help.  My score on that was a three.  I actually like the fact that you can learn, but learning has always been a punishment for me and so curiosity and learning, somewhere – I went to college because I had to.  It was a necessary evil to do what I wanted to do. I know some people that love to learn. They are just great at it. You got to be committed to continuous learning. That’s what we talked about last time, but that commitment means that you have to also exercise that curiousness that causes you to become the best of what you can be. So I’m working on that. I’m a three. I’m right in the middle on that one.
Look at the next one, number seven. I have something positive to offer the relationships that come my way. I have something positive to offer relationships that come my way. Now, remember about relaxing?  When I sit in this chair, it’s to teach me how to relax.  I don’t do that very well, but when I sit in this chair because it’s about relationship, well I’m good at this one. I’m all about relationship.  In that relationship with my sons, I talk to them almost every day in one form or another, except for one son who doesn’t ever call me back, except for once a week or so, but that’s because that’s the way he’s wired. I do relationships where I love to be with the guys in my life. I would rather be with Lynn than grieve. So I love relationships. So this is a five me.  For some of you guys, relationships, it’s like, almost like the scariest thing you can think of. You feel so much safer when you’re alone. You feel so much safer when you’re isolated and by the way, when you’re there, it’s a lot easier to get ticked off. So that’s the danger of not staying well in this chair.

Look at number eight. I actively work at forgiving all those who have harmed me. I’m going to actively work at forgiving people who have harmed me. One of the things that’s interesting in this whole journey is that people are going to hurt us and we have to learn to forgive them. Remember the guy in Vermont that I told you about?  He will actually cost me my church.  He will cost me my church. He will actually be a guy who gets involved in making something feel in my life like I am not valuable. You hurt me is the name I’ve given that guy, but I’ve forgiven him and I’m free, so I’m a five on this one.

Now in your books, in the back of your books, is a series of Bible verses. Actually if you look in Appendix F, these verses are going to tell you the truth by which we’ve been talking about. You see everything we have is based on the word of God. So what I’d like you to know is the verse that goes with what I just said, let me read it for you. It’s from Matthew 6:14 and 15.  It says this, “If you forgive those who sin against you, your Heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  This is a very, very profound verse.  God’s saying He’s dead serious about this issue of forgiveness. So whenever you walk through with us, know that there’s a truth – only the true you will get you through. In the back of this book are the Bible verses that will get your through. We believe the Bible is the word of God, unashamedly. And so, if you want to know the truth, you do this study. It’s like something you can do in between each trail when you get together with us. You just kind of take a break and go through this and do this. You’ll see these truths. This is one of them. God says, forgiveness is important to me. So I’m a five on forgiveness. Some of you I know are struggling in that area, one, two three.  Where are you in that belief structure?
Look at number nine. Number nine says this.  I take responsibility for the consequences of my behavior and ask forgiveness of those whom I’ve harmed.  We’ve talked a little bit about this particular belief.  When you are wronged, you have to forgive. When you wrong somebody else, there’s a two step process in that one. You have to ask God’s forgiveness and then correct it with the person, which means not only do you ask for forgiveness, but if you stole money from them, you pay it back. If you can, you make it right. How are you doing in that area?  I do pretty good in that one. I’m about a four on that and I got to thinking, why am I a four and not a five, because I can think of two things that I hesitate on.  Now I still end up doing them, but I hesitate. Two relationships that cause me to correct something and I hesitate on it. When I got my life together with Christ, I had a call, kind of like the girls that I dated before I met Christ and kind of scarred, remember you make love to one woman for the rest of your life through marriage. I had not kept that and I had violated some women along the way, so I contacted them. One of them couldn’t even remember one, always let’s you know what kind of impression you’ve made. But it’s interesting, as I went through that, it’s that concept of saying, how do I say to the woman that she’s valuable.  How do I correct my wrong and sometimes I get hesitant because people don’t always forgive, people don’t always understand, and so I hesitate a little bit. I’m a four. How are you?  One to five.

Look at number ten. I live and this is a fun one. I live with a spirit of gratitude for what I have. I live with a spirit of gratitude for what I have. I’m a five on this one, didn’t used to be, but every morning when I get up, I tell God there are ten things I’m thankful for. I try to do different things every day. Okay, here’s what I’m thankful for. I’m thankful for this, this and this. I’m thankful for this new set we’re doing. I’m thankful for the team of guys that’s working with me. I’m thankful for what God has done to bring Roy and I together. One of my best friends in my life is Roy and when he began to write, and we began to develop how we could present this to you guys, and God knew that I needed a song writer and if I was going to sing the song that God was giving him, we were going to have that relationship. I’m thankful for Lynn who has changed my life. I’m thankful for my boys. You know, it goes on and one, but I’m also thankful for a beautiful day. We’re recording this in April. Yesterday was one of the hottest days of the year when we’re recording it. Today’s a little bit cooler and I’m grateful for both days. That’s sort of what we have to do, guys, is to say, well – now I’m a five, which I always was. I haven’t always been, but I am not.
Look at number eleven.  I accept the circumstances that I cannot change. I accept the circumstances that I cannot change. I can change the size of the waist around my pants. I can do that. I can definitely change that. That’s something I can change. There’s certain things I can’t change, the amount of hair, the color of my eyes, my height. There’s certain things about me I can’t change, my background, my history. Do I accept the things I can’t change? And you know what guys, I’m a five on that one. I didn’t use to be. I really actually like what God’s done. I don’t like what I’ve done to it sometimes, but I like what God’s done with me. You know why, Principle 4, you, me, we are amazing and of infinite worth by God’s design.  You have to live in that sometimes and understand that. 

Look at number twelve. I have goals and a plan around which my life is organized. I have goals and a plan around which my life is organized. I wish I could tell you that this is a five. It’s actually a four, but it should be a five and I actually can’t explain to you why I can’t always get there. I think sometimes because the need of the moment wins out on the plan so I sacrifice for the moment to get something done that I probably should have done and stayed with the plan, so I guess I get distracted again. That’s why I’m a four. Where are you guys on that one? 
Look at number thirteen. I never compromise my character and values. I never compromise my character and my values. I do really good if I didn’t put the word never in there, but every once in awhile I do. Now to be honest with you man, I keep things really clean, in the area of pornography really clean, in the area tell you the truth, really clean. I work very, very hard, but if driving too fast on the road is a compromise, man I do.  If you’re annoying me on the road, I love, you know driving is so much fun. I remember racing a car at Talladega at a hundred eighty-one miles an hour. I like to drive. It’s just fun. There’s something about it, but sometimes I think, where am I on my character on that one. So I’m a four, wish the word never was never in there. 

It made me think though when I think about that area is, what about something that you’re good at, like Bobby Jones was a great golfer, right. There’s another scene in the movie in which now what’s happening is he’s playing. He’s playing against Walter Hagen.  It’s in a Master’s championship round of golf, or some kind of championship round of golf and it’s a one on one. It’s just kind of the two of them and this scene happens. Bobby Jones is confronted with the choice of what door is he going to choose, because here’s what he’s doing. He’s getting ready to take his shot and he stops and he walks over to the official and he says, official.  Official walks over and he goes, my ball moved. I caused my ball to move. The official said I didn’t see it move and he goes, I moved.  So they have this meeting and they meet with Walter Hagen, they meet with the other officials and nobody saw it move and they go, are you sure you saw it move, because none of us have seen it. You don’t have to give yourself a one stroke penalty which is what you get in golf. And Bobby Jones says, yeah, I saw it move.  Well the official was pretty impressed and he says, sir, I just want to tell you, I can’t believe you did that. That’s really amazing, way to go.  I’m really proud of you. Bobby Jones says that’s sort of like telling a bank robber I’m glad you didn’t rob the bank. I don’t know any other way to play the game, he says. Bobby Jones will lose that round by one stroke. There are some things more important than championships. When you come out of that scene, don’t you just get blown away of saying, what a man of integrity, what a man of high character, which is beliefs that drive us.

Look at number fourteen.  I take the natural gifts that have been given to me and develop them and use them to help others. I take the natural gifts and make a difference to help others. We’re doing a video shoot because I care about men on a level you can’t even imagine. The desire we have to see a movement of men across this nation, around the world, of men being what God created them to be versus what we’ve kind of become. It drives me. So, yeah, I’m a five on that. It’s on my goal.  It’s what’s on the corner of my desk. I talk about this all, breathe it morning, noon and night. It’s all about calling up a generation of men to be knights the way God designed us to be, a man after God’s heart.
Look at number fifteen. I apply myself completely to the task at hand. You already know that I get distracted, so when you write the word completely down, I get distracted so I don’t completely stay on task so I’m a four on that. How are you doing?  How are you scoring?  Keep yourselves going here. 
I am flexible and I am able to deal with a constant state of change. I used to be really good at change and now I’m fifty years of age and I don’t change quite as quick. You should see my telephone. I have this old little flip open phone that I don’t know how to do everything everybody can do on their phone. I’m really not on Facebook. I am on Facebook, but I don’t ever look at it. I never tweeted in my life. You know it’s sort of like I don’t handle that as well as I though I would.  So I’m a three. How are you doing? How are you doing with change?

Look at the next one, seventeen. I am prepared to say no to my own instincts, my shadow and to other individuals who try to negatively influence me. Now if I were to tell you that I can never fail, I would be a five or I was pretty confident that I wouldn’t fail, and so I want you guys to feel the freedom to say you’re a five. For me, I’m a four and I think the reason I’m a four is because never saying never is always scary to me, but I have to be honest with you, people aren’t influencing me to do wrong much anymore. If I do wrong, I do it with my eyes wide open, never conned, and sort of on my own, you know. So I’m a four. I’d like to be a five and maybe I’ll get there.
Look at number eighteen.  I know that God loves me and has a special purpose for my life. If I could get really, really excited about anything we just talked about, this is it. The God of the universe loves you, for God so loved the world that He gave you His only son. Whoever believes in Him should have everlasting life. He does love you and He has an amazing plan to fulfill who you are and what you are. Remember we talked about that on top of the fireplace being sort of the point that you personally are designed to be. If you understand this, God wants to get you to what He created you to be. You have a spot. You have something and I do too and our job is to so live in His love and let Him get us there. 

Look at the next one.  I listen to all the messages within me in order to make the best choices. I listen to all the messages within me in order to make the best choices. The key is a man is responsible for all of his choices.  On your dog tag, there are six parts of your core, the last one being the self. Self makes the choice. Do you listen to all parts of you?  Do you listen to all your input when you make a choice?  When I’m deliberate about this I think I’m making ninety-nine percent of the choices correct. When I’m not as deliberate about it, I miss something.  For me, having the spirit alive and consulting, we’re going to talk about this one trail much later in this year that I think is going to make this whole thing make so much sense to you. How well are you doing in this area?

Look at number twenty.  I work to express myself in a clear and honest manner. I work to express myself in a clear and honest manner. I do pretty good in this one guys. I’m a five. I’m a five. Now guys, that’s cool but you have to realize, man, some of us aren’t honest. There’s a guy in your Knightly News by the name of Philetus. He hung out with a guy by the name of Hymenaeus and these two guys were sort of leading a set of non-truths in the church. They were sort of causing a rebellion. They said that the resurrection of the dead and what, in other words, Christ coming and taking the dead into Heaven had already happened and it was removing hope from all kinds of people. It was a lie. Philetus joined into that and when he joined into it, he corrupted a whole group of people, he and Hymenaeus. I sometimes think, guys, that when we express falsehood, we do damage that we can’t even think about the extent of the damage. Every time you lie, it’s amazing at how much damage you do. We have to really control this area.

Look at number twenty-one. I can choose my attitude and how to interpret the experiences in which I find myself. How are you doing in that one?  I can choose my attitude. I’m a four on that one.
Look at number twenty-two. The most significant areas of my life are my relationships. You already know how I do on that one. I’m a five. Everything about me is that one. I know we’re flying here, guys. Stay with me.

Look at number twenty-three. My relationship with God is important to me. If there is a number higher than five, it would go there, for God gets highest priority all the time in my life. Why?  How do I know I’m amazing and of infinite worth? He created me. How do I know that I’m worth something?  He tried to rescue me. It’s already been established and have my value because it is value. He’s the highest relationship I have.

Look at the next one, twenty-four. No matter how good my past was, my present is, my future can be even better.  My future can be even better. Do you believe that? I believe that with all my heart. Your future can get better because you have a God who’s making you more and more the man you’re being, right. We are advancing. We’re becoming. We’re choosing to change. 

Twenty-five says, I take time to listen and reflect before I respond. I take time to listen and reflect before I respond.  Sometimes we have to stop and just think, guys, do I take time to really hear what people are saying before I speak? I got a three on that one. I was cruising.  A lot of fives in a row. I’m a three on that one.

Look at number twenty-six. Discipline and exercise are necessary requirements for excelling at anything. Guys there are choices that I make in my life. One of the things is I delay this particular area, so I’m a two on that one. I work very hard not to delay it. So I’m working on that area. Some of you guys are excellent in that. You’re doing really good. I’m a two in that area.

Look at number twenty-seven.  The forest needs me to fulfill my calling. The forest, the world around me, needs me to fulfill my calling. If you’re ever going to make a difference in the forest, you’re going to have to head to what you’ve been designed to do, right? So what we do is realize that I’m going to make a difference if I stay within the context of the forest and what God’s called me to do and in B, changing the world around me. I’m a five in that one. How are you doing in that one?  How are you changing the world around you?

Look at the next one. I’m able to understand, number twenty-eight, and regulate my emotional responses. I’m able to handle my emotional responses. I actually was hard on myself on this one. I’m a three and I probably am actually closer to a four, but this is still the one where I still find myself reacting, my body and my instincts take over sometimes and they don’t have the control of the shadow of who we are as a man.  Our sin nature sometimes kicks in, so I’m a three right now, hopefully getting to four.

Look at the next one. Reaching out in love is a natural expression of who I am. Reaching out in love is a natural expression of who I am.  To be honest with you, seeking the highest good in somebody is one of the most freeing things I’ve learned to do in my life. I was talking to Lynn on the phone earlier today and she was asking me how it was going and I said, you know what, I just love the guys I’m working with. I don’t know how not to care about people. Something has changed in me that seeking somebody else’s highest good is more important than my own, because God has taken care of that. How are you doing on that one? That’s actually a five for me. 
Number thirty. Thirty says this. I try to do my best in whatever circumstances I find myself. I try to do my best in whatever circumstances I find myself. I naturally feel like things are good enough. I’m around some people that are just, man they are just driven by the best. And sometimes I settle because it’s just good enough. Learning to do your best is really important, especially in your calling. So I’m a three, four. I kind of slide sometimes in that one a little bit, but when it comes to my area in my calling, I do really well, just not always in every area. 

The last one.  My general state of serenity assists me in facing the challenges of life. My general state of serenity assists me in facing the challenges of my life. Daw gone it, back to a three on this one. I’m back to a three because as you know, there’s a peace that God gives. I was talking to my one son who’s making a decision about a college the other day and I said, let God give you peace and he said to me, you don’t always show that to me dad. You don’t always show peace. Ah, dagger in the back, actually dagger in the front, deserved.  You know what he was saying, dad, you need to show me that serenity that comes from knowing you’re doing what God designed you to do. When you hit that moment of peace, the world changes.
One more scene from the movie “Bobby Jones Stroke of Genius”, Bobby is in this scene, he has just won a fourth of the Grand Slam now. He goes home and he tells his wife that he’s done playing golf. He promised her if he did this, he’d be done. He’d just stay with them a little bit. When he got his trophy, his father hugged him and his grandfather hugged him and they hugged each other. His father and grandfather hadn’t hugged in years. There’s so many powerful things here. He’s driving with a friend of his, and this friend of his asks him to this amazing question. He goes, you won tournaments for your dad. You got, you became a lawyer for your grandfather. You got your degrees for your mother. You quit golf for your wife and kids. What do you do for you?  Just then Bobby Jones pulls the car off the road and he says, he puts a golf ball down, takes a club out and he hits this golf ball off into a field. He goes, I’m going to turn this into a place I call Augusta, where we play the Masters in the United States in Augusta, Georgia.  As Bobby Jones builds this great tribute to St. Andrews, that hole that he couldn’t get through in Scotland.  You sort of sense that that moment in the movie, as you come out of that movie, that this defines the man.  He has valued people all along and he has built something that is significant.  It’s like he understands where he’s going. So, how do you score yourself?  How do you score yourself?

Total score you gave yourself. One hundred fifty-five is possible. These are the belief points in your life. How do you score?  Now, whatever your score is, don’t get discouraged. Let’s say that your score is low, then pick one of those that you want to work on, or let’s say there’s one out of all the doors, out of all the options, out of all the choices, that you’re going to make a choice to believe something and make a big, big difference in your life.

Guys, it’s a journey.  You get to write a new page today. Take a look at the beliefs. See which ones are yours. See which ones you have to work on and then work on them because the true you will get you through. It will polish what’s on the inside to be choosing the right door. I can’t wait to meet you next week. See you.
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