Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle
Week 20

I’m sitting here thinking about my dad. Some days that’s really a good thing to do and some days it’s not.  Today’s a good one though. I’m sitting here thinking about him and I’m remembering the last few days of his life. It is during that time, those four days that I remember my old dad, the dad that I remember when I was eleven. Something changed in him. Maybe it was his awareness of his impending death. Maybe it was a reawareness of God that he pushed away. I don’t know but something had changed. I remember I went in to visit him. He had been in the hospital for about seven or eight days and I was going in a couple times a day and I went in this one evening and something had really changed.  He was positive. He was encouraging.  He was rarely that way and least since when mom died. And as we were talking, it was very clear that he was thinking through some things, and valuing some things. One of the things he was valuing was my family.  He had kind of pulled out of the boys’ life after mom’s death and hadn’t been very encouraging and very uplifting and over the next day and half or two days, my dad will have each son either talk to him on the phone or see them physically and bless them. Almost like an Old Testament blessing, like Abraham blessing Isaac kind of thing. And it was really cool, because it was very sincere.  Each – Josh’s wife, my two other sons’ girlfriends, he did it with each person and then with Lynn and then with me. And he wasn’t very, very encouraging at all of Lynn since my mom’s death, and yet man, he just really put a blessing on her and a blessing on me and there’s something so awesome about that time.  I think what hit me the most about that was that I loved how he was enjoying life.  I loved the fact that my dad suddenly was a guy I’d remembered years ago and he seemed to be doing okay.  I’m thinking, now how did he get from what I remembered to what I mostly experienced to what was happening in those last few days?  I think it’s because he just wasn’t prepared for the attacks to come when we get hit by the onslaught of the enemy. I think sometimes he just didn’t think that he could handle life knowing the veracity of what would hit us. It would be like all these arrows flying at us and it would kind of pour at this concept.  Aren’t I perfect?  Well guess what?  No one’s perfect. You can have all kinds of armor, you can have all kinds of chain mail on but you’re going to need to understand that sometimes arrows are going to get through, sometimes you’re going to blow it, sometimes things are not going to work the way you think they should. And the key is you can’t deny that the arrows are coming nor can you expect yourself to be perfect. Guys, we’re not perfect.  We’re all in this journey kind of together and if we understand it, I think it’s going to free us up in some really cool ways. I want you to think about this. It’s in your books there. 

Check each item below that might apply to you and be aware of the impact that denial has on your responses.  Knowing this, the denial process often causes a person to cling to a thought that is not helpful or to ignore one which would be of assistance. The opposite of denial is courageous, self-awareness. Guys, one of the things that we have to understand is that we have a tendency as guys to not evaluate ourselves well. That was my dad’s weakness. He was afraid to do that.  It wouldn’t be enough. He wouldn’t be perfect.  We’re not perfect guys, so relax a little bit on this. Sometimes you have to stop and look.


Let me read you a verse.  It’s from a man by the name of Peter’s life, Jesus is dying.  He’s going to die in a day or two and Peter says, don’t worry about it. I got you covered.  I’m in. I’m your guy and Jesus talks about something in Peter’s life that’s important.  Let me read it for you. It goes this way:  As soon as Jesus left the room, Jesus said there’s a time has come for the son of man to enter into his glory and God will be glorified because of him. And he starts talking about the fact that he’s going to die.  He says near the end in the speech, he says, your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples. Now Peter is picking up that there’s a problem and he goes, Lord, where are you going?  Jesus says you can’t go with me now but you’ll follow me later. Why can’t I come now, Lord? I  am ready to die for you. Sometimes guys we think about ourselves things that are not true. We so get ourselves worked up we think that’s who we are and Christ looks into the soul of Peter and He says this:  Die for me.  To tell you the truth Peter, before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you’ll deny three times that you even knew me.  Wow.  Guys, if you don’t evaluate yourself, your self will be evaluated.  Does that make sense?  If you don’t evaluate who and what we are, so I want you to do a very courageous thing. I want you to look deep within yourself. Peter is like me. Yeah, I’m in. I can do it. I’m very positive. I’m your guy. I’m here and Christ says, are you?  Have you really, really thought this through?  Because if you really think it through, you’ll understand that you’re going to deny me. So don’t avoid this, look at it. Look at deeply. 

So here’s what the oracle wisely desires the man to do.  Use less armor when interacting with most intimate relationships.  You’re going to use a little less armor when you interact in the most intimate relationships. Now in order to understand what we’re going to do, we’re going to do some evaluation. I think we’re going to find it to be a fun experience. While it’s a little courageous and a little scary, it actually isn’t as bad as we think.  We kind of review the year. Sometimes you have to review the year like I better deal with this now because the arrows are coming and I have to protect who and what I am.  In the movie “I Am Legend”, Robert Newville is the only remaining living being that you and I would recognize as human beings in New York City. “I Am Legend” is sort of a syfy horror kind of thing, but what’s happened is there’s been a bad strain of a measles virus that they were trying to use to cure cancer and it’s wiped out most of the world’s population. As a matter of fact, five billion and a quarter or something like that. There are about twelve million that did not get infected. They were immune and the remaining people, about eight hundred -  five hundred and eighty-eight million, they became these dark seekers who ate flesh. It’s kind of a weird deal. Newville’s left. His family died in the helicopter crash trying to get off the island. He’s just all alone with a dog that has been bitten yet and it’s his only companion. So we pick up “I Am Legend” in this scene, here’s what we see. He comes into his place and he starts doing life with the dog as if they’re like best friends and a lot of us have that kind of relationship and as this relationship – make sure the dog’s eating his vegetables as he gets this food that he’s been collecting canned goods from all over the city as he does recognizance each day, during the day when the dark seekers aren’t out.  He’s then washing the dog in the bathtub. They’re talking, they’re signing, they’re playing music, a little Bob Marley going on in the background, and then the alarm goes off and when the alarm goes off, he kind of freezes for a moment and he realizes that he’s back in this world, back in this world of dark seekers, back in the world where we have to protect. And when he comes to, the dog barking at him, he has to go around and put these steel doors shut across every window, every door, and he seals himself up inside of his house because the attack is going to come and he has to be secure and you hear each clash of metal climbing in.  It’s like locking down. Guys, I want you and I to be free.  But there are some things that we’re vulnerable to, some attack that’s coming our way. But you have to be willing to shut things down. So what I’m going to ask you to do is knowing that the arrows are coming, I want you to evaluate real carefully different areas of your life where you  need less armor in, where you’re going to need more armor in, how much you shut and how much you close. We’re going to kind of do this together.  I’ll evaluate myself as you evaluate you and just have the courage to check off each one.  So here, join me. Take your books and I want you to look at the very first one.


The first one says this. My wife views me as being distant from her. My wife views me as being distant from her. Is that true?  Is that true? Does your wife view you as being distant from her?  That’s not true for me, so I don’t check that one. But look at that word, distance, look at your word, wife, and that’s not true for me so I’m not checking.  How about you? Did you check that one?


Look at the next one.  My children show fear or disappointment in my judgment of them.  They show fear or disappointment in my judgment of them. You know now, I got to be honest with you here. This is a little bit trickier for me. I didn’t know that my boys sometimes were a little worried about what I believed, especially about them. But my oldest son and I were talking the other day and he told me about a decision he made. It was actually a very good decision but he wasn’t sure how I was going to feel about it so he didn’t tell me about it. He told one of his other brothers, as a matter of fact, I think two of his brothers knew. Again, it was a good decision. It wasn’t a bad decision.  I wouldn’t have had any problem with hit. He was a little worried about me so I actually had to check this off.  On my knighthood plan, I got to check to make sure my kids feel like they can share, even if I disagree, openly what they’re feeling. How are you doing with this one?

Look at the next one. Inability to listen. An inability to listen.  Do you have an inability to listen to your kids?  I’m fine on that one. Listening I do pretty good. How are you doing on that one? 


Look at the next one.  Again, my children show fear or disappointment in my time spent with them, my time spent with them. This is one where I would check off and then maybe kind of X it off.  There was a time in my life where I spent a lot of time traveling. I was speaking three hundred times a year around the world and I actually had to stop doing that because of the age of my children and just being gone a lot. Time spent is huge. You just can’t miss certain things. This past year when I taught Oracle with the guys at our church. I teach it on Wednesday morning about three hundred guys and Thursday night about seven hundred guys. On Thursday night I missed two of them. I didn’t miss any Wednesday mornings. I missed two Thursday nights and I missed them because my youngest son was in a drama, a play in the fall and then a musical in the spring. So guys, I’ve learned to give up what I think is important for something that’s more important. So how are you doing  spending time with your kids?  You can’t make up for it without that.


How about physical tenderness?  How do you do that one? I look at this, and I go, you know what, I do okay in that one. I’m not afraid – we were huggers. Our guys were wrestlers which is male hugging, so we kind of do that one. That’s kind of easy enough.  


How about busy lifestyle?  Busy lifestyle.  Yeah, I’m cruising along and going whoa, whoa, whoa, I got to check that off. See, I work for a great church. I’m so delighted to be part of Knights of the 21st Century so those are two jobs. I have – my kids are scattered out about and I am just flat out busy, too busy. So on my knighthood plan, I’m going to have to reflect this one because if I don’t shut this one down, my armor is going to get so thick that people that are important to me won’t be able to get close to me, right, especially as Lynn and I become empty nesters and how do I make sure that works.  So my busy lifestyle.  


Look at the next one.  Intense involvement with something else. Intense involvement with something else and actually I have to check this one off too because that’s connected to my lifestyle. I’m not necessarily involved with them. Now, I go to college day with Seth. I go visit my grandson. I helped my one son build a shed. I mean we do certain things but my involvement is really elsewhere with my kids and so I have to think in terms of how am I doing in this area. So I’m going to check that off and I’m going to work at that. That’s an arrow that can get through that could do some damage.

Look at the next one. The next one talks about our passivity. Are you too passive. Do your kids feel like you don’t care? Are you just too passive in this area?  I don’t have to check this one off. I do fine in this one.


How about a lack of purpose?  Lack of purpose, I don’t know why I’m doing life. By the way, your kids will feel unsettled when they don’t have a sense of how you’re doing life. I know some of you guys, you don’t have kids. So you’re looking at this whole thing. Well you can do this with your parents, acquaintances, people you hang out with that you’re close to. This is all in the close are, where you use less armor. How are you doing with that one?  

Alright, so you should have some of these checked off by now. These become sort of a template for how to build a good knighthood plans. These are the goals I’m going to work on. These are the areas I’m a little weak on. The ones you’re not checking off, don’t ignore them, but you’re probably doing those okay. How do we work on the other areas? 

So we go off of lack of purpose and we look at the next one. My friends wish that I would share at a deeper level. This is now still using armor.  We’re still working on this. Do your friends wish you’d talk more. Now, to be honest with you, we do really good with this. One of our best friends has a hot tub and we will sit the four of us and talk for hours about who we are and what we are in the hot tub just talking away. I do that with the seven guys in our life.  Lynn and I talk an awful lot.  We go out to dinner a couple times. We go for a walk every night so we spend time doing that. My friends would hear from me. How are you doing on that one?  That might need to be checked off for you.

Look at the next one. My relationship with God is non-existent or limited.  Guys that’s just not one I’m going to check off. Bu if you’re checking that one off, please put that on your knighthood plan because you’re going to have to deal with that particular area.

Okay, let’s keep moving. I’m going to use more armor in certain specific life situations. See, there’s a place where you use less armor. Armor comes down, less guarded, those steel doors shutting. Arrows still will come so you have to be very aware, or do you have too much armor on, you know and all that. 

Now let’s go where you need to have a little more armor, where you need to buy a little bit of time, like this. Me employer takes advantage of me. Does your employer take advantage of you? If you’re checking that one off, that’s going to be a goal in your knighthood plan. You’re going to have to deal with that. Being taken advantage of smashes into your nobility. You need to evaluate where you need to be. Now I don’t want you to just quit and all that.  You have to be responsible, but you have to take a look at, when I feel like I’m working too hard, you know, I’m working more hours and I don’t get paid for it. Or even I do work for more hours and I do get paid for it, but I’m exhausting myself, you know, sometimes you have to get armor up to have the courage to say no to the arrows that are flying at you.

Look at the next one. I need distance from someone who is seductive or addictive. I need distance from someone who is seductive or addictive.  I don’t have to sign that one, guys. I’m good on that one. About ten years ago I would have had to do that. Maybe twelve years ago, but I would have had to do that because remember I talked to you about being a little too close in relationships with people that are the opposite sex. You might also be thinking about a family member, guys you hang out with. If you’re finding yourself getting pulled in a direction that you don’t want to get pulled in, if your goal is to become the man up here and you’re getting pulled that way, then you might have to check that one off and put a knighthood plan to that. That’s what we work on.

Next one. I should set boundaries in relationships which are damaging to me. I should set boundaries for relationships that are damaging to me. This is an interesting one. If something is hurting me, if something is doing damage to me, then I’m going to have to now just give a little distance. I have to set a boundary. It’s like this, this desk, if you were to come into my office and talk to me, the desk acts as a boundary. If I wanted to go without the boundary, I’d step around.  Guys, we need to put boundaries sometimes. You need to have this sort of area where, you know what, you don’t cross this. Again, this isn’t a problem for me so I don’t have this one checked but you might need to really work on that. 
It was a problem for the guy in your Knightly News named Balaam. Balaam is an interesting guy. Balaam is a guy that just gets, wants money more than anything else. He needs to set boundaries against his desire for money, but he wants it. Some of you have that problem. There’s something you want as a result of that you keep moving into areas you shouldn’t move into.  Because Balaam loved money more than he loved God, he was asked to curse the nation of Israel on behalf of another king. He wanted to do it for the money’s sake but he didn’t because God said don’t do it.  Ultimately Balaam will sell soul for money and curses Israel. He’ll also die in the very battle caused by the curse he placed on Israel. He’ll die twice really.  His soul dies, he dies.  Guys, learn from Balaam. Guys, if you have a weakness, it’s money, sex, whatever it is, set a boundary. It will kill you. It will kill you in other ways not just physically, so learn from that. 

Look at the next one. Avoid expressing the following negative chain mail links. These are now, we’re going to take a look at the areas that you come from your past and the areas that are in what we’ve come from, you want to avoid certain areas whether expressing from what’s in your chain mail.

Look at this one. I obsess about my past and its negative nature. I can take this for me and my dad. My dad would say that, that’s him. How many times did I hear stories of him growing up that were great stories. He used to tell me fun stories, funny, great things early on. But then his stories turned to the unfairness of his life, the bad conversation he had with his dad right before his death. There were things that didn’t come out and he would obsess about these things. The more you obsess about it guys, the more you think about it. The more you thing about it, the more you become it and so your chain mail is designed to protect you, not to drown you. It’s like if you had chain mail on and you fell into a river, well those eighty pounds are going to make it hard for you to get out of the water. Chain mail isn’t designed to drown you. It’s designed to protect you from the arrows.  Sometimes bad chain mail where you’re obsessing gets in trouble.

I am rarely optimistic. You know me too well to know on this one. I am rarely optimistic. Guys, I’m almost always optimistic, maybe to a fault. You know, maybe its to the fact that I don’t ever see the arrows coming sometimes. So I can’t check that one off.

How about this one? I am – I always think this is interesting. I am slow to adjust to change.  Slow to adjust to change. I almost checked this one off this year looking at it. I looked at it for a long time and I thought, you know, it’s not true for me but it’s close to being true for me. One of the problems is that the older I’m getting, the faster the world moves, right. The world is always in constant motion. How do you do adjusting to change and what really makes a good difference on this is I’m watching Lynn flourish and grow and she’s helping me to adjust because she is just on the cutting edge on so many areas, some of her joy.  So how are you doing on that one? I didn’t have to check that one off.
Maybe this one.  I have trouble forgiving certain people. I have trouble forgiving certain people. Remember I talked to you about the guy in Vermont that hurt me.  You hurt me is what I called him.  Fifteen years ago I would have had to check this off. Ten years ago I would have had to check this off. Now I don’t have to.  If you can think of a name almost immediately of somebody who has hurt you, check it off. You probably need to set a goal to deal with this. It will make a big difference.  

Look at the next one. I underestimate my shadow’s influence.  Seth and I were talking about this. Seth is my youngest son. Now he’s a knight. He’s taken the course. I knighted him this year. I’ve knighted all of my sons but my oldest son. He’s been away since we’ve been doing Knights, in Virginia.  We haven’t been able to connect on it, but I’ve had the privilege of knighting each of my boys. Seth said that he underestimates his shadow’s influence and it’s funny, I don’t check this one off for me. I’m very much aware of my shadow. One of the reason is because Seth really, compared to his other brothers, was our good kid. He was always the last one to get in trouble, not the first.  He was always making pretty – really from the very time I remember him as a  little kid, making pretty good judgments as compared to his brothers who were trying to make him put his tongue into a light socket and see if it would blow his hair up.  And so, there is, for him, he’s saying I got to look at this deeper because sometimes I don’t think it’s as bad as it might be because he’s comparing himself to brothers who are his brothers.

Look at the next one. I seldom let my soul enjoy life.  I seldom let my soul enjoy life. Now guys, here’s the problem with this one. I am in the thousand. One through five doing really well. I get to this one and go, whoa. I got to check this one off. This is an area of weakness for me and it’s on my knighthood plan. It’s reflective of what I need to do to become the man that God designed me to be. In between the end of our graduation of our guys in our program finishing up Oracle and the opportunity that’s been mine to be with you guys in this time, Lynn and I took six days that we just kind of didn’t do anything. We went to the shore and spent three days there, went to the mountains with some friends and spent three days there and really for the most part, we rode bikes, we walked on the beach. I read a book. We didn’t – and that was probably the first time I can probably tell you maybe in three years I did a purely soul refreshing event. It was just sort of getting refocused.  How are you doing in that area?  For me, that’s something I have to really zero in on.
Next one. I do not see myself as vital within the forest. I do not see myself as vital within the forest.  Maybe I’m arrogant, but I do think that I have a role to play. To be honest with you guys, it’s not because I’m arrogant. It’s because I’m a man, called of God to make a difference.  He’s the one that’s declared my nobility and so maybe you’re struggling with that one, may you don’t think there’s any purpose for you. My dad would have struggled with that one. He would have checked that one off right away.  You might have to put that on your knighthood plan and work on that one.

Look at the next. I have not chosen my friends well. I have not chosen my friends well. I don’t have to check that one off. I have been very fortunate.  Actually throughout my life I have chosen my friends well.  Part of it was because I was always afraid of getting in trouble, always afraid as a kid of getting in trouble, so I kind of stayed away from the Billy’s and the Chris’ who had the fort across the way, but some of us guys have kind of fell into a pattern continuously that we always hang out with guys that are simple, selfish and cruel, people who are seducing us into another form of life that we really don’t want to do, doesn’t have the nobility. So maybe you have to check that one off and if so, you’re going to have to set some boundaries. You’re going to have to do some work on that one. 
I resist taking care of my body, I resist taking care of my body. I’m not even going to talk to you about this one. I’m not going to tell you that I checked it off. I’m not going to tell you that I circled it. I’m not going to tell you that it’s on my knighthood plan.  It’s too obvious.  It’s too painful, but that’s there. So how about you?  How are you doing in that area?  That includes everything, guys, from getting checkups to just taking care of yourself, running, jogging, exercising, eating right, those kind of things. How are you doing in that area?

Next one, ten.  I need to set better boundaries. I need to set better boundaries. Remember we talked about boundaries. Okay, I realize that I just don’t have good boundaries. I don’t have good boundaries in a lot of areas so I need to set better boundaries. Let me tell you, I don’t need to set better boundaries, but there’s a couple I have. I don’t just sit and just blindly watch TV. I used to. I don’t just flip through. Now I might for fifteen minutes to just try to see what’s on and that kind of thing, but I don’t flip through. I might be directive in what I’m going to watch, but I don’t sit. Do you know why? Because for me, it moves me in a direction or a process of selfishness and self-absorption which ultimately leaves my shadow starts to take over and my instincts get way out of control. So, how are you doing with that one?  How are you doing with better boundaries? 
I tend to be a loaner.  Is that true for you?  That means you don’t have guys in your life when you do that. This is a real tricky one. It’s not one I’m going to check off.  I’m not a loaner. In fact, I don’t do alone real well.  Lynn would tell you that sometimes when she runs away, being a loaner is bad. When she runs to God, being a loaner is good. In other words, your intimacy with God really grows sometimes when she’s alone.  By being a loaner, we really mean this. When you’re a loaner where you are sort of avoiding issues an sort of avoiding people to help you see you and so check that one off is that’s your area.

 Look at another one. I do not demonstrate love easily to others. I do not demonstrate love easily to others.  I don’t have to check that one off. That is really is an area that I do pretty well in.  But I know some of you guys, when you got married, you told your wife you loved her. You told her if it ever changed you’d let her know. Now you’re not expressing your love real easy, so you need to check that one off and maybe the best way to do that is to think, would those around me know that I love them?  Would they know that I love them?  Some of your fathers, if they were sitting here right now and we said to them, did your son know that you loved him, you and I would say, yeah I think I did because he – I guess he did. But would you know it?  Would he have said it? Would he have stated it?  Would he guide you in it? Would he let you experience that side of it? So check that off if that is appropriate for you.
Alright, I choose convenience over what is right.  I choose convenience over what is right. I’m always fascinated by this one. This is one that I definitely would have checked off a long time ago.  Now I don’t now. I don’t now but in my life lying was always bad, but white lies were okay. Isn’t that weird?  It’s like there’s degrees. That’s a real lie and that is just a semi-lie.  No, it’s a lie. A lie is a lie is a lie is a lie and if we’re not careful, guys, we’re going to choose to do the right sometimes when the wrong is popular. But if we live in this one, we’re going to choose to do the wrong when the right is popular. We’re going to find ourselves getting seduced into all kinds of things.
I told you a story a few years ago about a guy sitting at a restaurant – a banquet with a beautiful woman sitting across from him. He was very wealthy, she was very beautiful. He offered her a hundred thousand dollars to have sex with him. She looked down, looked around, came back, said a hundred grand?  He says yeah, would you have sex with me tonight for a hundred thousand dollars. Finally she looked all around and said yeah, I’d have sex with you for a hundred thousand dollars. He goes, hey, would you do it for ten and she pushed away from the table and she goes, what kind of woman do you think I am.  He says, man, we’ve already established what kind of woman you are, now we’re just agreeing on the price.  You have to always find out, am I willing to sell what’s important to me. So check that one off if it is it.

Alfred Lord Tennyson is a poet who lived in the eighteen hundreds. An amazing guy. I always loved the story about love. He loved Emily. He met Emily somewhere around 1838, 1839.  He asked her to marry him and they got engaged. Her father unengaged them the next year because he didn’t make enough money. He was a poet. You know how much money poets make. He becomes very successful in the next few years and then they secretly get married around 1843.  In his life, you can actually read his poetry and you can actually see the flavor of those different phases. Emily was the focus of what he was and who he was. But he has a great quote on what we’ve been talking about here, about lying, about half truths. It says this: A lie which is half a truth is ever the blackest of lies. A lie which is half truth is ever the blacked of lies. Isn’t that an amazing quote, guys? Don’t you just think, okay, I got to understand, if you’re living in that world, check that one off. That’s going to get on my knighthood plan. I’m changing that one. 
Look at the next one. I do not see my life as having great purpose. I do not see my life as having great purpose.  Guys, you cannot do what we’re doing right now, you can’t sit here as you have without beginning to understand that your life has great purpose. Now you might not be believing it yet, so you might have to check it off, but pretty soon you’re going to get to understand that your life has significant purpose. Every man is amazing and of infinite worth, remember? So when you get into that, boy, it’s going to free you up. So you need to check that one off and work that one out. It really works out.

Alright, run after money, popularity and status.  I run after pleasure, popularity and power.  What do you do?  Do you run after those things?  Do you know what is real interesting?  I don’t run after some of those things, but I run after some of them.  Let me tell you, I checked this one off. Sometimes money or the lack thereof when I compare myself with people gets in the way. Sometimes when I’m really tired, I will just eat because I’m really tired because it feels good.  Isn’t this really good?  It feels good.  So I had to check this one off. I had some pretty cool goals. I actually had some goals on this over the last two to three years and it’s being changed, so it’s still there, so I’m still working on that. So where are you on that?  

I drink too much. By the way, just so you know, if you drink too much about ten percent of you metabolize alcohol differently than other people.  Chemically you do. So in essence, you’re almost naturally misusing alcohol by having alcohol. It doesn’t mean you’re – the rest of us can slip into being an alcoholic, but in essence, you have almost a metabolism that takes you to that world. So be very careful of this one.  You drink too much. I don’t – there’s a commitment I have in my life.  I don’t drink for a variety of reasons so that’s where I’m at. 

I struggle with pornography. Used to check that one off. I don’t check that one off now, but I will tell you that my guard is up. My armor is always up in pornography.  I don’t struggle with it so I don’t have to check it off. How about you?

I struggle with using my time wisely. I struggle with using my time wisely. This one I had to check off and there’s a reason why and that is that sometimes the greatest need wins the moment when that’s not always as wise. I checked that one off. That’s again changing my life. It’s working differently but it’s coming along.

Another one.  I am less than ideal or productive employee. I am a less than idea or productive employee.  How are you doing in that one? I’m okay in that one.  How are you doing?  If your boss would check this off, would he check this off?  If so, check this off. Deal with it, work on it.

Look at the next one. I rarely write down or review important matters. I rarely write down or review important matters. So how does that work, guys? Do you not take a look – remember how I started where I was just thinking about my dad and reviewing some areas of our life.  If you have to work on that one, maybe that’s one you check off.

Another one.  I am not a risk taker or a strong finisher.  I’m not a risk taker or a strong finisher. This has been one that I’ve had to kind of play with a little bit in my life, but I’ve become a much better finisher. I’ve always – remember I wasn’t a risk taker. I’ve become a risk taker. I wasn’t – I was a great starter not a great finisher.  I’m becoming much better at this. It’s actually not check off.  Two years ago it was one of my knighthood plan items. So it changes. 

Twenty-two. I tend to blame others for my past failures. I tend to blame others for my past failures.  If that’s you, do you find yourself blaming people, then you need to check that one off and deal with it. 
Alright, a couple more things we want to deal with here and we’re going to kind of fly through them. Here they go.  It says, I am too passive and as a result I am a slow problem solver. I’m too passive and as a result, I’m a slow problem solver.  Not true for me, but I know guys I deal with that that is very true. The hesitate all the time. They get scared, passivity gets in the way of that.

Next one.  I struggle with submitting to the right authority. I struggle with submitting to the right authority and as a result of that, I submit to authority other than God, other than the authority that God places under Him that He guides. I find myself not moving in that area very well.  Check that off if that is you.

I wound myself by the way I trust others – treat others. I wound myself by the way I treat others.  How are you doing in that. You say, well, I don’t know. I don’t treat people really well but I don’t know how it’s wounding me.  It’s wounding you.  If wounding you. Check that off. Put that as one of the things you want to work on and strengthen in your life.

Next one. I believe I can participate in an addiction and get one more, just one more time and then stop. I believe that I can do what is addictive to me just one more time and then I’ll be okay.  That gets me messed up all the time if I mess on that one. Again, I don’t have that one checked off. I used to believe that all the time though. It used to work to my disadvantage.

Next one.  I can live life well without being connected to God.  I can live life well without being connected to God. That’s really the last one. If you believe that one, guys, if you had to circle one, deal with that one first and then deal with everything else, because that becomes really important. 
The movie “I Am Legend” doesn’t end well, actually. It’s an interesting movie where Robert has finally found somebody that cares about him or at least is alive. His dog has died.  He was ready to commit suicide and everything was going bad and when we pick up the scene, a woman and a child not connected, not her son, has survived. They’ve shown up in New York listening to his radio broadcast that he has every day, he finds somebody to go meet him at this pier ever day.  They’ve come into his place this evening, hiding from the dark seekers, all the things get sealed up, and in this scene, he introduces her to Bob Marley.  Everything is going to be all right. He talks about why he named his daughter Marley and how his whole world so of felt like everything is going to be all right, and he said but now it’s not going to be all right. She says this, she says, you know what?  We can go to the colony. He goes, what colony?  There’s a colony somewhere. We can go there.  It’s safe. He goes, there’s no colony.  Yes, there is.  How do you know there’s a colony? She says, God told me.  He rolls his eyes and he goes understand what’s happened here. He starts recounting all the people that have died, the five billion that were killed initially and the dark seekers and all the twelve million that were eaten by them, and he talks about that. He says there is no God.  As you come out of that scene, I got to thinking about Peter.  Peter said I will never deny you Christ and yet on the night that Jesus Christ was being tried before his crucifixion, Peter will deny him once, twice, three times.  Sometimes I think that that’s what my dad must have felt like. I have so blown it with God that there’s not hope for me. The very last thing that Peter does, it says, and Peter denied him and again and immediately the rooster crowed the third time. 

Do you know what’s really amazing?  After Jesus Christ rose from the dead, he met Peter privately, told him it was okay and he forgave him. Guys, we’re writing what we’re writing because you get a second chance. These are new pages in a book you can write in. the new pages you can write in will cause you to understand that there’s a hope for you to become the man you were designed to be regardless of what the past has been.  Peter changed the world. My dad the last four days of his life blessed his family.  Take advantage of what you’ve just don with courage and decide where you’re going. See you next week. 
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