Knights of the 21st Century

Oracle
Week 17

You know guys, our nobility has been established in the heavens, do you know that, before you were born. In fact, when man was created our nobility was firmly established. So when you read of deeds of heroism and bravery, it shouldn’t surprise us that men do that. I read a book a couple years ago by Tony Dungy called “Quiet Strength”.  I really appreciated that book. It was sort of a book of his own principles that he’s lived by, pretty impressive principles.  In some respects men like Tony Dungy inspire what we do at Knights. It isn’t that he’s perfect any more than any of us  are, but he is on a kind of a cool journey.  Tony talks about in “Quiet Strength” that there are principles that guided him that made the difference in his team getting to the Super Bowl, how he handled his family, how he dealt with the loss of his son through suicide.  “Quiet Strength” are the things that kind of gave him principles to live and when you read it, you feel the nobility of such a man.  The tricky side of that nobility, however, is that when we think of what is noble, when we think of what is right and we think of what is good, we have to realize why aren’t we all living in it then?  I think the problem is that we’re under constant attack from our shadow.  It’s trying to erode the very surface of our lives, the very nobility of who we are.  It’s like this where if you don’t get stones placed back in, the road of your life will cave in. If you do not secure it in your nobility, you will degenerate into acting non nobly like so many men through history.

This trail is the fact of nobility. This trail is the one which we’re going to sure up.  In essence, you are going to find rocks and place them into your life. The focus of this trail is on the shadow which is within us, outside of us and always against us. Now, you say, well, didn’t we just get together last week talking about the shadow? Yeah, yeah, we’re going to actually rebuild up your nobility at the end.  You say, well didn’t we talk about nobility a few weeks ago?  Yeah. So why are we here again?  Well let me explain it to you. The shadow is relentless, inside, outside, all around you. It pushes all the time to try to drive you and if you’re not careful, your core will not be intact. Your core will be shadow-driven. It will be driven by your instincts and it will never be driven by the way God designed you to be. So what happen is if we’re not careful is, that we find ourselves crumbling, decaying. So you’re going to have to work at your nobility all the time.  You’re going to have to think with great wisdom.  

There was a President of the United States, Calvin Coolidge, he actually was a man that went from City Council to Vice President in twenty years of his life.  And that’s actually a pretty dramatic political gain.  He will become Vice President for Harding. Harding will die of a heart attack and he’ll become President. Calvin Coolidge was in between war kind of President. You don’t hear a whole lot about him but he was a man of tremendous wisdom. Listen to this quote: “Don’t expect to build up the weak by putting down the strong.”  “Don’t expect to build up the weak by putting down the strong.”   What his quote means is this.  It is easy to crumble things. It is easy to erode. It’s very hard, very hard to remain strong. This is our call guys. I actually believe if this is sort of a hinge for the year for us where we start acting with nobility that our knighthood is not something that we’ve been declared, rather something that we are. So we’re going to learn the principles that will help us to do that. Now in order to do that, sometimes in order to know where the counterfeit bill is, you need to see the original. And sometimes you need to see the counterfeit and it all depends on where you train. For the most part, when we are training people in knowing what a real counterfeit bill looks like, you give them an original and have them study it. We’re going to study nobility in just a few minutes but let’s spend a few times looking at what’s attacking it, looking at what is trying to erode it, what is trying to destroy it.


Roman number one.  The shadow attacks the king’s view of his own nobility by doing the following. What this thing we call the shadow, it’s going  to attack us by lowering our expectations of what a male can be. It’s going to lower the expectations of a man. I want you to imagine that this chair is a throne. Most times if I talk about thrones, one or two things happen.  You think of a john, a bathroom, which is a place where a man has privacy or you think of a king who sits upon something and rules. Unfortunately most of the time when we think of that second throne, we don’t think of many good kings.  The shadow has corrupted kings through the history. Sin has just plagued and plagued bad choice after bad choice. So what the shadow does is say, see what the best kings can be.  That’s who you will be so when we sit on this throne as a father, as a husband, as a friend, as a business leader, as a church leader, whatever it is we sit on the throne as, we somehow get in trouble and think that you  know what, we’re going to become like everybody else.  Guys, I’m here to tell you that your nobility is going to establish in the heavenlies. All you have to do is live in it. Don’t let it get eroded. So don’t let the shadow drove you down.

Look at the next one. The shadow is going to limit his learning from positive role models.  It’s going to be limiting his learning from positive role models. Who are your role models?  Who are the ones you go to?  I talk about all the time different guys in my life that make a difference for who I am. I talk about the guys that in the twenty yeas of my life those eight or nine guys made a difference. There are guys in books that we’ve read, information that we’ve gotten. The shadow wants us to turn away from listening to good men and watch garbage on TV. The shadow wants us to limit our learning of positive role models and have bad ones.  I mean think about it.  Who is the last really good role model you saw on TV as a male?  I don’t think you’re going to find a role model necessarily on TV.  I don’t think you’re going to find it necessarily on a movie. I don’t think you’re going to see it on HBO. I don’t think you’re going to see it on the internet for the most part. You’re going to find a good role model by searching for it. The shadow’s going to keep limiting these and limiting these and limiting these because we don’t’ learn.  Who are you reading. Tell me what you’re reading.  Let me hear who you’re hanging out with. If not, you’re letting the shadow erode, erode and erode and you’re going to have to get some rocks to build that back up or you’ll never be able to have a highway moving anywhere in your life.


Look at the next one. Telling him that he lacks worth because of his negative thoughts and actions. Tell him that he lacks worth because of his negative thoughts and actions.  I come over here and I stare at this and when it comes to me, my negative thoughts and actions are not so much downing me. I actually don’t down myself very much except when I get mad at myself. I don’t do it. My negative thoughts and actions, my erosion where I’ve had to build a pretty strong wall to hold in my life became with believing that women are something you use, not something you protected. It’s something that you would take advantage of not something that you would elevate and make valuable. That erosion in my life is in my hands and I have to now re-tool that.  All along my shadow has been saying that my worth is because of negative thoughts, not just about me but the actions. For you, maybe it’s negative thoughts about you. It certainly was true of my dad.


I had a guy in my office the other day. I said tell me two good things about yourself. We sat there literally for three minutes in silence where he was trying to think of one, let alone two. For some of you, that’s the shadow eroding away in your life.


Look at the next one. Emphasizing his victimhood, helplessness and hopelessness. Guys, I have to be honest with you. This is a trickier one for me because some of you guys feel deeply this. You feel like a victim. Now I’m not talking about legitimate victims but people that feel like a victim, feel hopeless, feel trapped, you feel like you’re going that way. I don’t tolerate guys very well that way. I apologize.  I wish I could. God does. God values you even in the middle of your junk, but we – for some reason that’s a hard one for me. I think maybe that’s because of who I was. Certainly I’ve seen it in my dad, maybe far more and as a result of that, I tend to back off. I’m sorry. I do. I apologize on that.


There’s a movie called “The Greatest Game Ever Played” about a guy by the name of Francis Ouimet who is the first U.S. amateur to win the U.S. Open.  It’s a great movie. It’s about his father and him and Harry Vardon who all have been oppressed by other people, made to feel like victims hopeless and helpless.  It’s interesting, Harry Vardon who is a professional golfer had risen above it. Francis is rising above it, but his father still can’t. The scenes of the movie I want to talk to you about, Francis is given an opportunity that has just one in a million. Francis has been asked by one of the guys he thought he was going to caddy for if he would play a round of golf with him.  As he played, knowing that the caddy master never let the caddies play a round of golf – he’s a caddy. There is a higher class kind of thing here and he was not in that class. The member said, trust me, you’re fine, come play. And they played very well.  In fact, Francis played extremely well until on one hole he saw the caddy master standing up on the hill and he got kind of distracted and he scored a nine on that hole and yet he scored an eighty-one for the entire course. I’m not a golfer. I don’t golf very well and eighty-one is pretty powerful.  I’d be pretty excited. He did eighty-one with a nine stroke disadvantage on one hole.  The caddy master and this member will invite him to play in their tournament for their club.  Francis will end up in a meeting in which he will be put down because he’s just a commoner and he should not be playing in this thing, and a guy comes in and says, you can’t have a caddy play in this. Besides he can’t get the fifty dollars and he says, if I get the fifty dollars do I play.  And they go, well not without a club member standing for you. Well the member stands up that brought him in and the class systems are clashing all over the place here.  Francis goes to his dad.  His dad lives in victimhood.  His dad’s life has been eroded by what people have said to him, so his chain mail has caused him to believe he is not noble.  And he says to his son, if I give you fifty dollars and let you do this, and you lose, you don’t accomplish this, you never talk about his foolish game again, because you’ll never be one of them.  Even though I let you cross this road, he was a guy who worked on the country club as a grounds keeper, and he lived across the street, and he said, even if you cross this road, you’ll never be one of them. Do you feel the victimhood? When you come out of that movie and you come out of that thought of that scene, don’t you feel it?  I mean you got to a point where you felt like, man’s there’s nothing I can do. I  can never make it. I can never become.  But Francis believed he could and he obviously goes on to become an amateur champion.


I want you to consider this one.  Establishing a perfectionist mindset where he never feels good enough. Establishing a perfectionist mindset where he never feels good enough.  I’ve never had a perfectionist tendency at all. I’m always settling for second best. I’m actually surrounded by a whole team of people that are excellent on this particular project. I mean everyone just does an amazing job, very, very gifted. I’m probably the weak link in this thing.  I can settle far more than most people.  Maybe it’s because I watched my dad as a perfectionist.  Some of you guys are perfectionists and Satan has been shooting at you and shooting at you and the shadow has been harping on you and harping on you and harping you, because guess what perfectionism says?  If you don’t hit perfection, you’re never enough. Guess what?  We don’t hit perfection, we’re never enough. 

My dad never felt good enough. Let me show you a pose from my dad. My dad would come in at night. He’d be so tired. He’s sit here and he’d just look down. He wouldn’t be reading. He wouldn’t be watching something.  He’d just sit.  And the whole time he’d just sit, you knew he was thinking, why am I not enough?  Why am I not enough making a difference in the world around me?  Because he thought he had to be perfect. Our religion made him feel like he had to be perfect.  God’s says you don’t have to be perfect. You’re already noble. What you have to be is redeemed by me, know the freedom in me.  My dad lost that when he pushed my God away, your God away.
Look at the next one. Promoting all or nothing thinking. All or nothing thinking.  The shadow keeps saying, guys, you’re either all in or you’re not in at all. And so guys, if one day you don’t act noble, you don’t function nobly, then you must not be noble.  So because I try to be noble and now I’m not noble, I must not be noble, right?  Do you get it? Do you see how it works? The all or nothing thinking is so dangerous. We’re in process, guys. We’re in a journey. We’re becoming. We’re getting stronger. Why do you think it’s five years?  Squire, warrior, oracle, roundtable and defense. Why do you think it takes that long? Even if you just joined us this year, cycle all the way back through because it’s going to take years to retrain. Guys, we’re on a journey but we’re not going to arrive there today, tomorrow. Keep moving.
Look at the next one. Elevating the importance of his previous failures so that it is useless to start over or seek forgiveness.  The number three comes to mind here. This guy sitting in my office three times divorced.  The erosion factor in his life was staggering. Three women who no longer trusted him, a variety of children who had come from that source. There was no road here. He sat in my office, I mean there was no road at all. As a matter of fact there was nothing in his mind to even begin to build this thing up. He had come to the conclusion that the mistakes he had made were not redeemable. Well in some respects, there’s some truth. There’s some consequences for what we’d done. We cannot undue something.  If you break something whether it be a heart or a life, or a bank, there’s part of that you cannot restore. The problem is that the shadow says, therefore there is no hope, you’ve gone too far. Some of you guys, you’re sitting in a jail cell right now.  The shadow says, you’ve gone too far.  No, no, no. Nobility has been established in the heavenlies. What you have to do is enter into it.  I don’t want you – do not con yourself. Build back up truth, principles, guidelines so you now function in it. Every page before has been written. Every page going forward.  So I looked at this guy, three times divorced, families destroyed and kids wounded, economics out of the line and I said, where are you going to go today?  What do you do today? Do you know what one of the things he did?  He wrote a letter to everyone of his children asking for their forgiveness. Each letter was profoundly personal. Each letter was from his heart. It wasn’t one letter to all of them. It was all for each one. It took him three weeks and he showed them to me.  There’s something really awesome about men of courage.  We’re going to take the erosion and fight against it.

Look at the next one.  Viewing his worth as based on social status, appearance and power.  Viewing is worth in the wrong big three. I actually think that these three, if I could burn anything, I would burn these three items. There’s the big three that Satan tempted Jesus with, pleasure, popularity and power.  What we get offered all the time is, I will sell what’s important to me for pleasure or I’ll sell what’s important to me to fit in, or I’ll sell what’s important to me for power. Guys, your worth, if you base it on that should be crumbled up and thrown into the fire. Your worth is established in the heavenlies by God as valuable but it’s not based off of pleasure, popularity and power. As a matter of fact you discover that as a knight, as a king, as a man of nobility, when you go after those things, you get into serious trouble. 

Look at the next one. Confusing pride with self-confidence. When we confuse pride with self-confidence, we get in trouble. Here’s what that means. God wants you to be confident that you’re in nobility. When you think you’ve earned it, you’ve slipped into pride. When you think it’s about you, when you think they haven’t talked about me for awhile, when you got to that particular phase, guys, you’re just crumbling your life.  Pride, arrogance says its about me when we know it’s not guys. Number one, it’s about God and number two, it’s about others. When a knight says look at me, then you’ve missed the whole purpose.

John the Baptist, a friend of Jesus, Christ calls him the greatest prophet that ever lived.  They said of John the Baptist. John said to Jesus, I must decrease so that He must increase. He got it. He got it. He knew who he was.  He wasn’t putting himself down. Oh my goodness, no. He was elevating who God was and what God was doing so he could live in that in great nobility.  Confusing pride with self-confidence.

J.  Keeping the individual from creating and participating in supportive relationships. Guys, it almost goes without saying here. We’ve been talking about this an awful lot. The shadow is going to constantly erode the support you get from guys, but it’s also going to erode the support you get from your wife, your family and all that. So it’s always being shot at so be aware of that and fight in that area. 
Consider the last one.  Emphasizing the difficulties instead of the benefits of personal growth. What the shadow is going to do is it’s going to emphasize the difficulties you face instead of the benefits so when you go through hard times, you feel sorry for yourself,  what was me instead of being built up. Now do you get a sense of this?  It just kind of washes down like a rushing stream going down the side of a mountain just pushing everything out of its way, right?  That’s what’s going on. That’s the erosion taking place.

Now look at this. Defining God as the enemy of man reaching personal fulfillment. Defining God as the enemy of a man reaching personal fulfillment. Once he gets this stream running down, here’s what he wants you to do.  You want to say, you know where God is?  He’s over there. He’s over there but He’s not here and He doesn’t care about you. You’re not noble. Don’t believe the lie. You do it alone, I’m going to get you all alone. The more you can get dead center alone, the more you’ll be the lie, the easier you’ll get picked off.  So how do you stop it?  How do you stop this erosion?  Build some rocks, man, build some rocks. 
You know your Knightly News, the man’s name there on Knightly New is Laban. He was the father-in-law of a guy by the name of Jacob.  Jacob’s name means deceiver. He’s a con artist. So is Laban.  Laban has conned Jacob on a number of occasions. There’s been con after con after con. He actually promised him one daughter, gave him another. You want to have a bad morning after your honeymoon, wake up and found out you have the wrong woman. That’s the game that Laban played. Jacob was a con artist and so was his father-in-law and they conned one another and they battled one another and finally now Jacob separates, takes his daughters, his wives away from Laban, takes Laban’s daughters away from him and he takes off running and Laban goes and finds him. And they make an agreement together that the deception ends, that we’re now going to stop the erosion between us and we’re going to make a difference. Listen to this verse. It says this, this pile of stones will stand as our witness to remind us of the covenant we have made this day. What pile of stones? What Laban did is he walked over and he grabbed a stone and he grabbed another one and he gave it to Jacob and they said, bring stones together and they piled them on top of one another.  And they built this monument to remind them that they would not go back to the erosion of their lives together. They would be different from this day on so whenever we’d see those stones, we’d remember. So guys, I’m going to ask you to do something. I’m going to ask you to go find your stone. Maybe physically go find your stone and put it on your dresser at home, put it on your desk, but at least find your stone spiritually, emotionally, mentally, so your core will understand that you are a man of nobility, that you will fight against the erosion of the world around us.

So here’s what we’re going to do.  We’re going to look at what a king, really makes him a man. What kind of a king is this man that we’re going to be. So we’re going to look at this as the king of a man. And we’ve talking about all these important areas for us. Here we go. Look at this. A, supports the reality of a man’s nobility. Supports the reality of a man’s nobility. Guys this is what is so much fun.  You have a king. God gave you part of you as a king and it says, I’m going to support who you are, how I made you, what I made you, the way you operate.

B.  Recognizes that the ways a man views himself can lead to the self-fulfilling prophecies of what he will become. If you view yourself to nobility, you will self-fulfill the prophecy. So here’s what I want you to do.  I want you to reach down. I want you to pick a stone up and say, God am I noble?  If I’m noble, then God let me live like nobility. Let me live in that and believe in that. Let me look at the erosion that’s taken place in my life and let me take a stone and let me place it against that wall, one stone at a time. You’re going to believe day after day that God created you for nobility, not to be a destroyer. You’ll look at that flood. You’ll look at that erosion and say, shadow you don’t win anymore. That’s the way you sit around the decision making table of your mind. Your self will look at the shadow and say, you’re not in charge.  I want truth at this table. It’s huge. It’s very freeing.

Look at C.  Notice that when a man values his kingship it is harder for him to slide into spandex ways. Notice that when a man values his kingship, when he values who he is, he will not slide into spandex ways. Guys, everything about the erosion is a slide so when you wake up in the morning and say God made me a king. Maybe I didn’t live like it yesterday but he made me a king. You will start to see yourself as He sees you, the one that when a family member walks in the room they’ll feel safer because you are there, they’ll feel protected, they’ll feel cared for. The road of your life will be that which will carry you a blessing instead of _________.
Look at the next one.  Knows that achieving a positive identity and strong character narrows the options to choose to do wrong. I’m going to start to narrow the options. You start surrounding yourself with good men, right?  You start surrounding yourself with good principles. Suddenly the options of doing wrong increase. To this day I’ve made some decisions about how I handle pornography because of that journey that you know I was on, right?  I make those decisions and they help me to say this, I’m not going to slide back into that.  So I’m on triple x church, I’m held accountable.  I have guys that ask me tough questions and sometimes when I travel, I’ll go to a room and I’ll tell the people at the desk, hey I want the kid view. Whatever you let the kids view, I’ll have because I don’t even want to mess. You see one of the things that’s really important guys is we start to change the behavior patterns, you start to build up with the right stones in your life.

Look at the next thing that a king does. He’s aware of the weaknesses within himself which the enemies that surround his core are likely to attack.  Know where your weaknesses are. Know what they are. Have the courage to look hard at who you are and what you are. I loved when I read the book by Dungy that he said I know where I’m strong and where I’m weak.  So when he talked about quiet strength, man, he got it and it made all the difference in the world.

One of the things that I love in the movie “The Greatest Game Ever Played” is this moment when the US Open has come down to Francis and Vardon and one other guy. The three of them are being talked about, about this is going to be the greatest match of golf ever played. I wonder how they’re going to handle it. One, Ted, is, he’s up all night reading. Vardon is putting all night long.  Francis is falling asleep. Of the three men, Vardon fighting some shadows, Ted fighting some shadows, Francis was believing that he was a man of nobility and will therefore ultimately win that match, the greatest game ever played. As you watch that scene, as you saw it, it causes you to unfold in your mind, what would it be like to have that kind of confidence.  Is it just because he’s young?  Is it just because he doesn’t know any better?  I’m so tired of us saying, if not _________ makes a man more noble, then guys, we’re all in trouble. The longer you live the less there is there. What you have to do is begin to believe what God created you to be and live in it. 
The next one, E.  He is aware of some of the weak links that will never be fully corrected during his time on earth.  He’s aware of some of the things. Guys, there’s some stones that I have to grab and I have to put into the erosion system of my life because it is just where I’m weak at.  It’s just where the things don’t have. It is not necessarily that I can’t improve. Man there’s a lot of stuff inside my chain mail that I got to guard until I can get it retooled and rethink it through, so new truth, right?  New truth changing the old.
Look at the next one. Fairly sees the imperfections and develops a plan to strengthen these areas.  Clearly sees his imperfections and develops a plan to strength these areas.  That’s the stone. Find the plan to strengthen your weakness.  So, man, if your weakness is that you have no friends as men, I want to hear what plan you’re going to have. I’m going to find that six months from now, I’m going to have  three guys in my life, two guys in my life and here’s what it’s going to be. Here’s my plan.  

When you turn in a knighthood plan – you know in a couple weeks we’re going to ask you to turn in a knighthood plan. By the way, if you’re new and this is your first year, surprise, in order to graduate, in order for us to knight you, you have to turn in a knighthood plan. That’s going to include stones that you’re going to place in to stop the erosion coming down.
Look at the next one. Regularly reinforces his nobility by serving others. Regularly reinforces his nobility. Do you want to find out whether you’re noble or not?  Look at a person and see them as valuable. How do I serve you? How do I make a difference?  Put that stone in the wall.  A stone of service that makes guys feel like when you walk in a room man, it’s got them.  That’s what Christ did.  It’s what you were designed to do. So enjoy it guys. There’s something about being around a guy that refreshes me. I have a couple guys in my life who are not in my small group, not in the seven guys that I talk about, but every time I see them, they refresh me. One of them I can name them, but I probably don’t have his permission so I won’t do it. One of the guys, I don’t think I ever heard him say a negative word, ever. I wish I could say that of me. So what do we have in our lives guys that just kind of refresh us?  Well be that servant leader. Walk in and be that person.
Look at the next one. Recognizes an error quickly and moves towards restoration by the following, and we’ve gone through this. I’m going to walk it through quickly. Acknowledging to himself the full extent of his choice. You’re responsible for all your choices. This is what I’ve done. This isn’t wrong. Name it. Write it down if you need to. This is what I’ve done wrong.

Two. Sharing with his accountability partners what has occurred in order to obtain their support. When you mess up, have guys putting stones in for you, that they’re going to hold you accountable. I acknowledge what I’ve done.  So in your campfire today, if you have not been honest with the guys in your campfire to this moment, today is a great day. Do it now.  Tell them some of the things you’re going through and say, guys, hold me accountable. You’re responsible for your choice. Let guys hold you accountable. By this far in, you should be able to be trusting your guys with this kind of information.  

Look at the next one. Confessing his sinful actions to God. When you recognize it and you’re telling guys, go to God with it. I actually recommend you always do this right away even as you’re starting to state it, but I wanted to emphasize it right here, because by seeing it right here, you’re going to go, I need to confess it to God because God is quick to forgive, slow to anger, quick to save.  A man of nobility. Thanks for rejoining me with your life. Know that He’ll forgive. You say, well I’ve done it so many times.  He’ll forgive. In fact, every time you ask for His forgives and he moves your sin as far as the east is from the west, He remembers it no more.  _______ not a freedom.
Consider this.  Seeking the forgiveness of anyone he’s hurt. We’ve talked about this one. If you’re going to ask for forgiveness, you go do it. If you’re going to give forgiveness, you go do that. If you need to correct your wrong, whatever it takes, you go do that. Remember the guy I was telling you about, three times divorced. You cannot correct some of those wrongs, but he can do as best he can to patch them.  So get involved in correcting whatever you can.

Accepting the consequences of all of his actions and making restitution when appropriate. I’m responsible. One of the greatest acts of nobility is to say, I am responsible, not somebody else. The devil didn’t make me do it. They didn’t make me do it. I chose it.  I’ll take responsibility for the actions.  And guys, do you want to see a noble man, a man who does that. Well done every you do it.

Look at the next one. Establishing boundaries and rules for future in the area of personal weakness. I want you to establish boundaries now, guys. It’s very, very wise to not get near what destroys you. I told you some of the boundaries in my life. Put some boundaries into your world as well.

Next one. Analyzing how he was fooled by his seductive choice. Make sure you analyze how this works. What was the process. Analyze how you’re fooled. You and I spend a lot of time getting fooled. Analyze it.  So I don’t want to get fooled again.  Fool me once, shame on you.  Fool me twice, shame on me. Figure out where you’re getting dropped.

Celebrating the nobility of his willingness to be corrected.  One of the things I want you to grasp that is so cool is that being corrected as a man, becoming more of the man, is noble.  It’s not weak.  Every time I’ve ever gone to my sons and said I was sorry and asked for their forgiveness, finally they granted, but I believe they had more confidence that I recognized it. I didn’t deny it. How about you?  How are you doing on this one?
Recognizing that his nobility comes from being  made in the image of God, guys.  Remember we just said that.  It’s submitting to God. It’s saying, okay, your guidance, your principles are going to guide me.  What’s so exciting about being the man we’re designed to be is to realize that we’re made in the image of God. Nobility comes from Him. You want to be a noble man?  Be connected to the one who is noble and is very poor in character.  See all that we’re trying to be is what already has been established, not only in the heavenlies for us, but it’s who God is. We’re made in His image so when you live in His image, when you exist in His freedom, when you follow His principles, His guidance, you find that the things that are kind of corrupting into your life cause you to believe life and eroding from the very basis of who you are, begin to go away. Instead there is a wall that is replacing it, a wall of nobility where you begin to learn from others that we’re not what the shadow has been telling us we are. We are a king of nobility that God has been saying all along. See you next time. 
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