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Of all the parts of the core, it is the spirit that is the most important. The power of the spirit is so incredibly significant that this particular trail, this trail at this point in our time together is of all the things I’ve talked to you about in three years the most important thing I can talk to you about. It’s here that you come most alive. It’s here that the most radical changes are made. You want to take nobility to another level, you want to take sexuality to another level, you want to take relationships to another level, you want to take the significance of your calling to another level, let your spirit come alive and the power of the spirit is where your core makes the most sense. 


Consider this statement.  A wise knight must examine his spirit. We believe – it’s what we at Knights believe – your spirit is only resurrected by Christ and because of Christ, your spirit can be an asset to your personal growth. If you do not profess such a faith, this trail can be viewed as an educational experience on how some people believe. We don’t usually say here’s what you must believe. We tell you are principles and hope that you’ll believe them. So when we do this, I’m not going to tell you that you must believe this, just so you know. So if you don’t, just kind of learn from our perspective as an educational as if you’re appearing in from a glass window into a room and seeing what somebody else thought. But for us, as we go forward into this, I want you to know, this is at the crux of all that we believe. It’s at the apex of everything that is important. It’s what allows us to be the knight we were designed to be. As the soul suggests, there are some things that you need to know. Everyone has a chosen faith system. Everyone has a chosen faith system.  

Let’s assume that in the world of your core this chair represents your soul. What your soul does is it allows you the idea that there is something bigger than me going on, right. There’s a bigger world going on. There’s a system that I can choose that will say, do I trust something outside of my world?  Is it only what I can taste, touch, see and smell or in reality is there something larger. Everybody has that soul crying out within them to try to find that answer.  

Every faith system affects the lives of who espouse it. Everyone, right guys? So in other words, if you have a belief that something greater than yourself, something beyond what you can taste, touch, see, smell, if you have that belief, you’re going to find that it’s going to change how you life. It affects how you do life and so anybody who is in that position, that’s the way they’re changed. It causes you to do things you wouldn’t normally do, such as in the movie “End of Spear”, a movie about five men who choose to leave the comfort of their area and go to Ecuador to a tribe of the Wannabe people to tell them about what they discovered in Christ in their lives. It happens in the 50’s, 1956, in January. They made contact and they’ve landed on the beach and talked to people after dropping gifts and just trying to show that they were not in any way hostile.  So now they’ve landed a second time at that beach along a river bank in their airplane just to see if they can make contact.  Now they get on the radio and they say they’re coming, they’re coming and they’re excited to meet whoever is coming from the tribe to once again begin a discussion about what’s been so important and change their lives. To their shock and amazement those five guys find that the men coming from the village are not coming to receive gifts, but are coming with weapons, spears.  And they one-by-one spear each of the men to death. As the chaos and the horror of the moment starts to unfold, the men don’t resist. They don’t try to get speared, but they don’t resist in these. As you watch the scene unfold, you just see man after man giving up his life. For really in his mind what was the love of the very people that were taking his life.  _________________ on the ground and there’s a spear in his stomach and on the radio on the airplane, he’s the pilot. On the radio his is son back at base, little Steven. Steven is going, dad, dad, are you there dad? Dad, are you okay? Answer me dad. Pick up dad, pick up dad.  Dad. There will be no pick up. He will not talk to his father again. On that beach, on that day, his father will lay dead.  One of the most amazing parts of the movie “End of the Spear” is that you can sense that these guys were changing when something happened to them and they wanted to help somebody else. But it wasn’t read as help. It was read as somehow danger, somehow that would seem to be taken care and five men would lose their lives. What would cause a man to do that? It’s the power of the spirit that would cause you to say, what’s important, what’s really, really important. I know I would take a bullet for Lynn. I’d take a bullet for my guys. There’s certain people that I’d be willing to give up my life for. Why are you willing to give up your life for your very faith system? Well part of that depends on what your faith system is. 

Look at C.  Only two faith systems have a personal God present. Of all the faith systems in the world, there are only two types that have it. Some have energy. Some have maybe this like a son god or something like that, but to have a real personal God there are only two. One is this. The religious man, reaching out to God to please and appease Him. Human salvation is found through the following and it goes this way: Following God’s rules.  Just like the religious system, if you’re a religious guy, just sort of what I was raised in. You follow God’s rules, you live a good life.  You kind of do good things so I’m sort of following rules, living a good life. I help others. I help others. I get to the point where I say, not only am I living a good life, but I’m making a difference in your life. I’ll give to the poor. I’ll help those in need. I’ll show a consistent religious effort. I’m trying to get to God. My goal is to get to God and hopefully I’ll do enough that God will like me and take me in. So I’m adding all these things up to try to get to Him. That’s one system. Of those two faith systems, there’s another one, the spiritual. God reaching out to man by both loving and valuing Him.  He provides Christ’s sacrifice as the only way for a man to have a relationship with God. Salvation is based on a choice to accept or reject God’s gift. That’s what it’s based on.  Now guys what this faith system is, is this.  You begin to realize that God reaches down to man to kind of cover the ground that’s been lost. God reaches down and when He does, it changes the dynamic. I’m no longer trying to get to God, God is getting to me. So He sends His son, His son comes, dies in my place and offers me life again. He beats death, rises from the death and says, do you want to have it?  That’s where that goes. Now here’s what happens in a religious system.  Now let’s look at what happens in a spiritual system. 
It’s this. When you choose this, you’re present day forgiveness is obtained.  Your present day forgiveness is obtained. You know you’re forgiven.  You don’t have to work it out. It’s been taken care of. The penalty has been paid for. Secondly, the man’s spirit comes alive. Remember we talked about just the power of the spirit. We tell you in your core that until your spirit comes alive, it cannot offer you something. It doesn’t mean that you’re bad or less or anything else. It just means that there’s a part of you, a significant part of you, in fact, the most powerful part of you that’s not alive. What happens is, when you connect with God through Christ your spirit comes alive.

Look at the next one. Eternal life is given.  You will get to live beyond the grave forever with God.  He’s in love with you. He wants to spend eternity with you.  He will provide the way.  When He created us, He created us with eternity in mind and then we rejected Him and so He said, okay, I’ll find a new way.  If you want to accept me you can and we can have that eternal relationship. 

The Holy Spirit now lives within the man and guides and comforts him. Now all of a sudden what gives you power is that inside of you the Holy Spirit dwells inside and the spirit that dwells inside of you allows you to see things differently. 

Now I want you to think through the core with me a minute. When you think about the core and all that it is, it’s this amazing, amazing thing that if I have all the parts of the core functioning, I’m going to do better than if I don’t have al the parts of the core functioning.

There’s a guy in the Old Testament who had this part functioning and this part functioning and this part and this part. He also had another part functioning as well. His name is Saul.  He’s the King of Israel. The King of Israel knows that he has a tremendous power, so he has a body, he has a soul, he has a mind, he has the ability to make a decision – the self, but he also has another area of his life. We all have it, not just him. It’s the chair that’s missing around the table.  It’s the part of your core that’s not here. It’s that part called the shadow.  It doesn’t seem to fit but it comes. The shadow is a chair that wouldn’t fit with anybody else. It just sort of doesn’t look like it belongs here. Do you know why it doesn’t look like it belongs here?  Because it doesn’t belong here.  See, Saul was a king after the fall of man and when the fall of man happened, a sixth chair was added to the table. Interestingly enough, Saul acknowledges that chair more than he acknowledges this chair. Do you know what chair I’ve been talking about? The chair of the spirit.  Now Saul had the spirit of God initially and he rejects it and he thinks he can the king job better just by using the five parts of the core, not the sixth part. So he can use his soul and he can use his self, he can use his body, he can use his mind, and he lets his shadow ________.  Saul will lose all perspective about what’s important. He’ll die for his choices. He’ll make choices that are so bad, a kingdom that could have lasted for his whole life gets cut so short, because he rejects the power of God and he really starts to live in that area.  
The King Saul, the Knightly News in your book is a reminder sometimes guys that we’re in some serious trouble if we don’t take advantage of the power of the spirit. Now, we’ve sort of introduced to you around here the core, the core of a man.
Consider this.  The oracle spirit guides the knight to do some things. Now before I go through all that, let me make sure you understand where Saul was supposed to have the most predominant, the most powerful part of his being, right?  It was supposed to be right here at the spirit. I mean doesn’t this look like a king’s throne?  Isn’t this where it should really happen. This is where the power of Saul was available. Saul will somehow not take advantage of this and run for other power.  When you let the power of the spirit of God come alive because of your choice in Christ, you’ll be amazed of all the parts it impacts. For example, it impacts your armor.
Consider A. Use of proper amount of armor. Everything about the spirit will teach you what you can and cannot handle. It will guide you on deeper levels because it knows the person you’re dealing with. Why do we wear armor?  To protect us from people can do to us, right?  Who knows the person on the other side? God does. Why?  He’s the Creator. He knows what’s going on.  He’ll guide you in the proper amount of use of armor.  We’ll use way too much armor or not enough armor. We’ll be vulnerable if we don’t take advantage of it. That’s Saul’s problem.  No armor. He’s just kind of this foolish man.
Look at the next one.  Use truthful beliefs in order to succeed at his calling.  Use truthful beliefs in order to succeed at his calling. Where are you going to find the truth to know what you’re supposed to be?  Here.  Saul was designed by God to make this incredible impact. Saul was designed by God to be the first king of Israel, to sort of represent Him. God says you don’t need a king. You got me, but Saul, you become the king. He has that opportunity.  You know what Saul decided to do?  He decided to abandon his calling.  He started to hang around other parts of his core and depend on it, ultimately his shadow.  This became the most favorite part for him to sit. He felt, well what if I just do this?  I don’t have to pay attention to everything else. Where guess where I am in relationship to my calling?  Further and further away.

Look at the next one. C.  He uses his mind’s friend to demonstrate his commitment to the relationship by being willing to comfort the shadow of those whom he loves. Now we’re going to talk about the mind. Now make sure you understand what’s around the core. You have the spirit over here. That’s the chair that’s going to represent the spirit.  Self is going to decide right here. Soul speaking into the spirit, calling into the spirit, right next to it, right? To choose the spirit, the self has to decide. The soul’s sitting here right next to it. Now next to the soul is the mind. One part of the mind. Remember, we have king, lover, warrior, friend and so when we think about this, we talk about the fact that the king’s – let me put that slide back up for you. It says this, use his mind’s friend to demonstrate his commitment to the relationship by being willing to confront the shadow of those whom he loves.  You’re willing to confront the shadow. Now what are you going t do?  You’re going to sit in the mind seat. The mind seat is the part of us that is putting input into the body. Now can you imagine this is sort of you, receiving input from all these parts right to here. As you receive the input, your friend is what says, am I willing to make a difference in another person’s life?  Am I willing to confront somebody with the truth?  The spirit will make the friend part of you come alive.  It’s powerful and it’s very freeing.  
Another thing that the mind does is this. The mind’s lover uses the mind’s lover to sacrificially meet the needs of others. He uses the mind’s lover to sacrificially meet the needs. I love the fact that in the middle of this table are candles because every time I think of candles, I think of romance and I think of intimacy. We’ve expanded it beyond intimacy and romance this time through oracle, haven’t we?  We’ve talked about a lover being somebody who seeks the highest good in another individual. The spirit, when free reigning, putting input will cause the mind to function on a level that is just so amazing, valuing the hearts and needs of others. This is an amazing chair, guys. Your mind is giving such cool input into who you are.

Look at the next one. Uses his mind’s king to do what is right within the forest.  Uses his mind’s king to do what’s right within the forest.  The spirit speaks into your mind. You take the things that come in and you filter them through your mind, putting them on different shelves and you say, what is the right thing to do here?  Let the spirit of God who knows truth, absolutely, let Him guide you and that mind will start to speak truth. This is what this chair does. It’s offering to you some input so that you can make the best choice to be the best you you can be.

The last part of the mind is this. Uses his mind’s warrior to fight for those who are lied to, manipulated or oppressed. He’s going to use his mind’s warrior to say we have to make a difference. It’s sort of like this.  The mind says, just so you know, guys, we’re in a battle so let me make sure you know I’m going to bring my weapon to the table. I’m not going to let people just get hurt. Whether you think it was the right thing to do or not, you know those guys who went to the tribe, the Wannabe tribe in Ecuador, they went there because they wanted to make a difference. They wanted to make a huge difference in the hearts and lives of those people. They went as warriors, not with a sword like to kill, but with a sword that we talked about and say how do I fight for those who are need. They weren’t trying to bring them economic wealth. They weren’t trying to free them up from an oppression. They were trying to free them up so that the spirit of God could come alive in their life. It’s kind of an amazing thing. That’s what happens when we do this.
Now that’s not the only chair though. See, the mind is going to impact – the spirit is going to impact not just the mind, but it’s also going to impact the body.  Let’s assume over here this chair represents the body.  Now in the use of the body, there’s a couple things you have to know.  See, he uses his body. Now there’s some things we do with our body. First, it’s a place that represents God’s presence. Believe it or not, guys, sitting in this chair, the image of God is represented. Now if you think God looks like me, we’re all in trouble, right? And if you think God is out of shape, then we’re all in trouble, but the body, the human being has been made in the image of God, so much so that when the angels saw it, they recognized it as the image of God. I’m not sure I completely understand what it is, but He’s, I dwell inside you. When the spirit is there, it is dwelling inside your body, but even when it’s not there, your body is made in the image of God and so you care for it in a different way. It kinds of helps you represent it. 

There’s another thing it helps you do.  It provides clear thinking for his daily decisions. It provides clear thinking for his daily decisions. Remember in your body, there’s the brain that thinks and the brain that feels.  Now you get that confused with the mind. The mind is sorting out shelves of king, lover, warrior, friend. It is actually taking truths and kind of putting them in places. That’s different than your brain that thinks, the brain that reasons and the brain that feels. So what we have to do is understand that what happens is, there’s clear thinking available. The brain that thinks is going to think clearer. Why?  Well because I have the truth of God pouring into who I am.  When the spirit is alive, it helps me to think better. It also helps me to do something else when the spirit is alive. It helps me to in a way that positively guides the instincts.  Positively guides my instincts. One of the things that you have to understand is, the body is rooted in instincts. The instincts to run, the instinct for sex, the instincts to protect itself.  You add the spirit to settle down those instincts. Notice that instincts tend to have a mind of their own and the spirit kind of brings it under control so that when I have a sexual urge, I don’t have to express it.  When I want to run, I can check with the spirit to see whether I should.  It allows me to understand and hear clearly. The spirit alive is the dominant part of who we are. It’s a part, but it becomes a dominant part when it’s alive.  
Look at the next one. Expresses the proper emotions for the situation at hand. Expresses the proper emotions for the situation at hand. I’m always fascinated by the fact that we are emotional creatures and if we don’t show enough emotion, I think we disappoint people.  If we show too much, we scare people. The spirit is completely imbalanced. Remember the day we did the balance. We said what would be like if men were in balance?  The spirit is always in balance, always in balance  because God is in balance.  So when the spirit’s alive and involved in your life, it makes a huge, huge difference. 

Now that’s two parts of the core, mind, being influenced by the spirit, my body.  There’s another part to my core. It’s my soul. Look at this point. It says this, H.  He uses his soul to live  to connect to God and thus provide meaning to his life and death. When  you sit in this particular chair, this chair until this comes alive, this chair is the one that’s influencing it all, right?  He’s doing his very best to say, there’s more, there’s more. There’s more to life. There’s more to death. There’s more to everything and somehow if you just listen to me, your soul says you’ll find out that there’s more and all of a sudden the spirit comes alive. 

Do you know that the soul’s job is not done. Oh no, no, no.  The soul is still always calling your heart to new levels or refreshment, always reminding you of what the spirit offers. So the soul comes alive.  Now you have your – it’s kind of fun. You have your mind and your body and your soul.  Remember the chair that came in from nowhere, the chair that doesn’t fit, this chair?  This chair is the shadow. This chair was never supposed to be at the table in the first place.  This particular chair does more destructive things than any other part of who you are and what you’ve ever done. Even when you make such bad choices, it’s this chair. You know why? This chair just wants to destroy you.  That’s all it wants to do. It wants to tear you down. So how does the spirit impact that?
Look at this. Uses his shadow to remind himself of the need for God’s forgiveness and restoration. This chair is the chair that turns its back on anything that’s important.  You can’t see anything but dominance and it wants to say look at me, look at me. It’s all about me. I can take care of you. I can beat him. I’m better than that. This chair is just this most frustrating chair.  But when the spirit comes along, it lets you see it differently. It says this is what’s going to teach you about the need for God’s forgiveness and restoration.  This chair, right here, will remind you of your incredible need that apart from Him, all you do is move away from what you’re designed to be. All you do is destroy. This chair, the shadow can find control, can find it can be handled by the spirit of God, because you choose to let the spirit of God reign in your life.

Now, that brings us to the next one. We’re running around our chairs, there’s this chair here. This is a chair that Roy and I had a lot of discussion about when we first started to put some material together. This is a chair we call the self. Now on your core,  you’re okay with this because on the very bottom of your dog tag it says the self decides. Here’s what it means. You can hear from every chair. You can sit around and have input. From that chair, or that chair, or that chair, or that chair and this chair and I can be like Saul and ignore this chair.  I can be like Saul and crave that chair. Or I can take input from there and listen more than I do here or here. I have the opportunity as the self, deciding what I do. I have freedom. God never forces me. I’m not a puppet. He doesn’t force me to function. In His relationship, it’s about relationship. Remember this chair has been the whole time we’ve been together? It’s the relational chair. It is this chair that lets us feel so stinking alive.

Well what we have on this is let me tell you about this thing we call the self.  He uses his self to practice what he preaches. Now listen to that. He uses his self to practice what he preaches.  See, if the self is going to make a decision and he’s going to receive input from everything, he’s going to be consistent with his core. The shadow has nowhere near the power it once did because the spirit is alive and now instead of us saying things and not doing them, we practice what we preach.  Now keeping that in mind, that’s the core all functioning.

There’s a guy by the name of Charles Dickens.  He has written all kinds of things “Great Expectations”, “Oliver Twist”, all the books you didn’t want to read when you were in high school and middle school that you had to read. Charles Dickens wrote “A Christmas Carol”.  Did you ever read that? It was in the 1800’s he wrote it. Charles Dickens had a relationship with God. He had a relationship with God not because he was trying to be good and get it, he actually had a relationship with God because he had trusted what God had done for him. So when you read this quote, it makes sense. It goes this way: “There is wisdom of the head and a wisdom of the heart.”  Charles Dickens knows, guys, beyond a shadow of a doubt that there are two kinds of wisdom. There’s the kind of wisdom that the soul, the self, looks at the soul and the mind and the body and the shadow and it tries its best to do something wise and good and if this is dead and no one’s in the chair, there’s no impact for it, guys, we get so confused. There’s wisdom of the head. You’ve heard it all your life. You’ve seen it, but then there’s wisdom of the heart. It’s when this is alive and wisdom of the heart takes it so much deeper and all the counsel around your core work so very, very well.

Now, what do we do with this?  Let me just tell you about what goes on in this chair. Let me tell you the impact of this being alive in you. Look at Roman numeral three. It reads this way:  Christ stands by ready to assist so that – here it is. You can choose to accept His cleansing of your shadow. Did you ever hear of this term Jesus Christ as Savior?  That’s what that means. He will take the chair down here and say, I got it, I got it. I will clean it up.  It doesn’t go away by the way. I wish I could just push this chair out of my life. That chair will not go with me into eternity but it’s here right now. This is I got it, I got it. What I will do is I’ll be your Savior. I’ll redeem this whole being. I’ll redeem your core and I will help you live clean, noble, alright? That’s what He does, Christ the Savior.

There’s another part of Christ. Look at the next statement.  You can turn your will over to God for His guidance.  You can turn your will over to God for His guidance. One of the cool parts about that, what it means is this.  He can be your Lord. Watch this. The self getting input from every part of your core, He decides to turn and He says to the spirit, what do you think we should do?  Now if in this chair was a wise, loving, caring king, not a selfish, arrogant destroyer of people, wouldn’t he be a wise man to turn to him and say, what do I do?  Saying Christ you be my Lord. You guide me. I’ll do what you say. It makes all the difference in the world when we live it that way.
Look at the next one. You can accept His purpose for your unique life. Isn’t that amazing? God has a purpose for you. Guess what it is? It’s right up there, right?  He says, if you let me, I’ll get you to what you long for. I’ll get you to the fulfillment of who you are. I’ll get you to your calling.  It’s one of the coolest things, just to let Him guide you.  It just frees you up.

Here’s another thing it’ll do for you. Look at this. You can enjoy your eternal hope and live optimistically. You can enjoy your eternal hope and you can live optimistically. Do you know that that means?  To enjoy life. I used to think that if I followed God all the fun things which were down at that chair I wouldn’t be allowed to have or at least ___ my instincts. And God says, oh, no, no, no. I came to give you life and give it to you more abundantly.  You want hope?  Let me sit in this chair in your life.  I’ll take the table of who you are and I will create things you can’t possibly imagine greater than anything you could ever experience.  

Next one.  It says, you can choose your spirit as the most important message sender of your self when making decisions. You can choose that your spirit be the most important message sender of the table. In other words, so what do you think?  Mind, king, lover, warrior, friend, what do you think?  Shadow, shut up.  Body, what do you think?  Spirit, what do you think?  Guess who wins? If you are a wise man, say I’m listening here.  I’m still listening to everything else. I’m very much aware of him, controlling that, dealing with this thing, but I’m deferring to this one. He’s the predominant message. It’s very freeing. It doesn’t take pressure off. You still have to make the decision.  So I’ll sit in this chair and decide.

One more to consider. You learn to focus on God’s desires as you decide how to live on a daily basis. You learn to focus on God’s desires as you learn to live on a daily basis. Now this is going to get tricky.  It sort of means that all this inward focus here, it’s like every chair starts to turn this way and all the focus and even the focus of your shadow all goes to there and what He has designed for you.  It’s one of the coolest things. It allows you to live at a level of freedom. 

So, Roman numeral four. The souls states that you must find something beyond yourself for which to live. Whatever you choose, a man lives it.  Guys, let’s assume that you choose not to have the spirit come alive through Christ.  You don’t trust it. You think there must be another way. You’re not confident of it.  Your soul will choose that there’s something beyond ourself that we’ll live for. That’s what the soul does. It’s what it drives and whatever the soul directs and the self chooses will become what’s predominant in this body. So if you choose not to take the spirit, let Christ come alive in you. God, by the way, does not not love you for that. He will always love you. He will always be trying to rescue you and bring you to who He is. What you need to understand however, is that whatever you choose, whatever you choose, whether that chair comes alive or whether you ignore it, you will be living in whatever your choice is.

Guys, this is the core alive. When you see the core alive it changes who you are. In the end of the movie “End of the Spear”, it will be many years after his father was killed, Steven will return to the tribe of people, to the place where hid dad had died. He will have some relatives that will have fought for those people. Some of the women whose – a sister and a wife whose husbands were killed, they went back to the people, the Waodani Tribe and talk to him about Jesus and led him to Christ and had a great transformation. In this one scene at the end of the movie “End of the Spear”, Steven goes with Mincayani to a beach where it had taken place. The scene goes like this.  As they’re standing there, they’re moving around and Steven finds a wing of an airplane of his dad’s plane that had been chopped up by the people after they had killed his father and the other four men.   Mincayani has been changed. He’s a transformed man.  He turns to Steve and he stands on the beach and he says, I was the one who speared your father. I speared your father and he gave him a spear and he says, spear me.  Steven feels such stuff inside of him. He doesn’t even know how to express it and he’s ready to thrust the spear but he can’t because the spear was alive ___________.  Mincayani and what had happened so many years ago just drifted. He said on the very beach where my father’s life ended on the tip of a spear, I found my life, new and fresh.  When you come out of the movie, you have to realize the power of the spirit will change you so deeply as a man that you’ll never ever be the same if you let it run your core.  See you for the last week, next week. 
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