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Trail 2

15 Principles to Live By
It's amazing how we long for heroes, not just kids.

· Jerry Sandusky. 

· Joe Paterno.
· Nelson Mandela.
Only 2 guys made a positive difference. They were men of principles, Knight-like. Which guy would you most like to be?

I want to ask you guys some questions... 

1.
Is there is a woman who admires you and thinks you are what they long for in a guy?

2.
Is there a younger man that would say that.

3. 
Is there an older man that would?

In order for there to be a... you need to be a man of solid principles. For a lot of years I wanted to be that guy, but I wasn't. And one of the reasons was because I didn't have fifteen principles to live by.

What kind of principles should I live by? I'm going to give them to you, but I want you to think about why I'm giving them to you. 

Many of you are wondering how to escape from this culture and make a difference.
Bend the forest? Change the world around me? I'm trapped by the impression that the forest gives me.

The impression given to us by commercials:
What if you could make a difference? Change how men are perceived? What if that is possible? It can only happen if you are a man of principles.

How people respond to you when you come into a room is based on what kind of character you have, what kind of principles you live by. First, let's walk through some things.

I. 
What does the True Knight believe that affects what he expects of himself and his world?  

A.
Beliefs guide his choices, increase his power and strengthen his sense of responsibility.  
Guys, if you're going to be that guy walking into a room, you have to take responsibility. “These are my choices. It's on me when I mess up.”

B. 
As a result of taking responsibility, the True Knight...
1. 
Knows that he is not a victim of life. 

We're going to eliminate from your vocabulary four words, “It's not my fault.”
We're not going to live like victims. I know some of you have been hurt deeply, some of you have gone through things that you can't even share.  

We're going to stop saying, “It's not my fault.  It’s the way I was raised. My dad's a jerk, I'm a jerk. His father was a jerk. We're all jerks.” No excuses!
2. 
Determines to live by his principles.  

You got to know what you believe. It becomes the strength of who you are. When a temptation comes, you don't sell out. We need to live by the things we say are true!

3. 
Chooses to be one of life's authors.  

Every day I get to write a new story. I know that some of you have messed up... Today's a new day. What if today I could start to write a new story? What would it look like?  Principles give that hope. 

4. 
Recognizes that there is an author greater than himself.   
We need to understand that there's somebody better at this than we are. That takes you from the horizontal to the vertical with God. 

You might be mad at Him for the way your story's turned out, or feel like you can’t trust Him, but  understand there’s a greater author writing. 

I've had different guys who have really stepped up and guided me, but what about the God of the universe guiding me. What would that be like? He can show me things that I have never seen before. 

The Mask of Zorro
· The story is of two men.

· Don Diego, the older Zorro.

· Alejandro, the new Zorro. The difference? 

· One has true manhood principles he lives by.

· The other simply lives for revenge. 

· Story? Transfer of principles from 1 to another.

It's man to man. One man showing another man the possibilities of what he can be. What if you allowed God to show you the possibilities of who and what you could be.  

Let me give you principles. They're all listed in the back of your book, because they're that important. A true knight lives by these.

II. 
What Are the 15 Principles of Knighthood.

1. 
Males are born while Men are forged.  
We’ve been born a male... At birth we know it. But just because you're born a male doesn't mean that you're a man/knight. That's a forging process. 

It's like metal that takes a long time to temper and become strong.  It's a forge.

2. 
A Man is responsible for all of his choices. 
Guys not only say, “It's not my fault,” but they also say, “I didn't have any choice.” Yeah you do. You have a choice every time so you're going to be responsible for every one of your choices.
If it's a good choice, you're responsible. If it's a bad choice, you're responsible. If it's costing you today, you're responsible. Grasp this principle. Don't be afraid of it. Accepting responsibility is a huge step towards manhood.

3. 
A man's world is constantly in motion. 
Things are constantly changing. Have you ever noticed your kid’s world is constantly in motion? 4th grade you're great, 7th grade, they don't even acknowledge you. Things are moving so quickly.

4. 
Men are amazing and every man is of infinite worth.  
When God made the world, He declared man very good. We're amazing.  We've sold ourselves short.  

Beer commercials... Simple, selfish, cruel…
That has become the model. Why do we portray guys like that? Because we've forgotten the fact that when God made men he made them amazing.

5. 
Men do whatever it takes, therefore Men do what's hard.  It's going to take what it takes. 

Remember, Men/metal are forged. You are wired to get it done, but it's going to take awhile. Don't be afraid to try altering the world. Realize it's going to take some work.

6. 
A Man is dedicated to continuous learning.  
For you guys that are married, you discover very quickly that by the time you figure out your wife, she changes.  

The Bible says live with your wife in an understanding way. It means try to figure her out. Try to figure your kids out. Try to figure your job out. Try to figure your economics out.

You're going to have to be constantly learning. A Knight is not afraid of learning. I can learn. I'm capable of doing this. It means that sometimes you have to investigate.  

You're not going to sit and watch TV for four hours. You say, “I have to figure this out and understand what my wife's going through, the kids, my best friend, my parents.

When you stop learning you stop growing, and whatever is not growing is dying.
7. 
Only the true you will get you through. 
Actors don't succeed. You can be a fake for so long and sooner or later somebody will figure it out and instead of looking like a hero, you'll look like a con.

The other part of that is don't believe lies about you. So often you and I believe lies about ourselves.  One is, that's just the way guys are.

The truth of God and His Word!

8. 
A Man shapes the forest more than the forest shapes the man.  

· The forest is our word for life, including the 
culture, the world, and the environment, as it 
surrounds and presents itself to each Male. 
One of the things that gets me up in the morning is knowing I can alter the world in which I live. It starts very small. Changing how I do life, the choices that I make, the decisions.

I can impact Nancy, Barb, Steve, Stephanie, Tisha, Crystal, Jade, Sadie, Aubriella. I can impact my neighbors, people I work with, the community.

We get to shape and change the world around us. 

9. 
The best way for a Man to predict his future is to create it.  
· You may be in a bad situation right now...

· You made a series of bad choices...

· You sit in prison because you broke the law.

Don’t let that define you! You can now change it by the choices you make regardless of the circumstances. If we don't like the future as we see it, we can create another one. 

Culture sells us a bill of goods saying, “You're stuck. That's all you can be and do.” You've gotta think beyond that.  

10.
A Man accepts that to live is to be challenged through crisis and hardship.  
Have you ever been so down and so depressed that you think “I'm just stuck with this, this is the way I am.”  Let me give you a principle that will help you.

· Understanding life’s 80/20 factor. 
(Vilfredo Pareto, 1906)  

80% of the time a person’s present experiences go smoothly.  
You go, “Oh no, no, that's not my life.” Yeah it is.  80% of the time things are doing okay. Everything, physically, economically, emotionally, relationally, about 80% of the time it's going fine.  

Now, what does that mean therefore?
20% of the time a person’s present experiences go poorly.
For some reason that becomes so loud and glaring in our lives. Your Knighthood is defined in the 20%.  

Want to find what you're made of? Want to find out whether or not your principles are real? Take a look when crisis takes place.  

Do I want you to go through crisis? No... But the reality is when they hit, we see life differently.

A man attempts to limit his contributions to the 20% and uses his positive attitude to deal with the rest. 
Do we make that 20% worse? Some of you are sitting in situations right now in your life, and you know it. You have so messed it up.  

I deal with guys who made some unbelievably bad choices. His world as he knows it will never be the same. The 80/20 thing is still true for him but some choices he made raised that 20% to 30%. 

Can he still recover? Yes! But the damage is done.  It started with him believing a lie.

11.
A Man never stands alone unless he's taking a stand. 
The only time we are designed to truly be alone is when we have to take a stand for the right when the wrong is popular, where everybody around you at work is doing something unethical and you chose not to.  

Knighthood moments. We love those moments.  It's one of my favorite things to see in a man.  

· He understands that he needs other Men as 
friends.  

· Admiring mentor. 

· Side-by-side friend. 

· Needy protégée. 

Guys, in order to have a friend you're going to have to be one. Proverbs, “If a man would have friends he must be friendly.” 

Don't be afraid of male friendships. That was one of the areas in my life that was tricky. I was going through my life not having any men calling me up. I was not the man I was supposed to be. 

· He recognizes the presence of a Supreme Being 
in his life. 
We need to know that our life is in the balance. We depend on SELF. We need to turn to God and say, “Okay, what are we going to do about this?” Not only do I have guys standing with me, but I have the God of the universe who stands with me!

God says I'm a friend to sinners. Wow! He cares. There's a Supreme Being that wants to have a relationship with us.

12.
A Man knows when to say, “I was wrong,” and he humbly faces his errors. 
When you mess up, fess up, take responsibility for it, correct it. Somebody else messes up against you, forgive them. When we mess up, say it was wrong.  “I am sorry,” versus “I was wrong.”

13.
A Man does not always get it right the first time, but keeps trying till he does.  
I have messed up a number of times in my life and hurt people that I care about.  I remember one time I had lost it with my son... I went to him and said, “Steve, I screwed up. I am really sorry.”  

I learned that I don't always get it right, but I had a chance to get it right the next time. Guys, I don't know where you messed up, but I know this - you have another chance. You didn't get it right the first time - get it right the next time.  

14.
A Man lives by his principles.  
You'll write down a Knighthood plan. You will graduate with us in twenty-three weeks. 

One of the guys who graduated last year, in his knighthood plan says he wants to study a principle a week for 15 weeks and then start all over again. 

Guys, you and I are going to learn and do our principles. We're going to learn how to make a difference with them.  

15.
A Man submits to an authority outside of 
himself.  
I know what I am and what I'm not. We're not Superman. We don't get it right all the time. I know who I'm not, but I also know who I am. 

Remember I'm amazing. I also know who is able to be all things to me. That’s why we need a relationship with God. I know that there’s an authority greater than us.
So, when I've done all that I can do, there's someone who knows more than me. 

Principles take us to that place. Principles enable us to start living differently. PRINCIPLES! 

Mask of Zorro Clip:
· Alejandro matures, starts to get it. 

· Not a foolish fame seeker. 

· He actually mentors his mentor.

· Don Diego has a weak, MALE moment...

III.
What are the different pursuits of a male, (immature) versus the Knight (mature).
Let me give you the difference. What you call the male, we'll call spandex male, you don't want to be it, trust me! 

We'll call the man a knight, which will be nobility, what you want to be. A couple of things... 

A. 
A Male knows that he is a Male by looking down, while the Knight knows he is a Man by looking inward. 
Don't we get that way guys? We measure who we are by looking down and seeing what size we are? It's all about sexuality. That's what boys/males do.

A man gets to the place in his life where he says, “I will look inward to find out who I am.” It's not a measurement or a comparison of any body part, it's a comparison of the soul, heart and the core. 

We'll talk a lot about how to become that man. You'll get excited when you start to think about this. You’ll begin to understand, man, I've been measuring myself the wrong way for a long time.  

B. 
A Male is unsure of his Principles, while the Knight uses his Principles as a guide. 
When you have principles, you know where to step, what to do. You need principles. Know what they are.

C.
A Male desires to be successful in life while a Knight positions himself to do so.  
A male desires to be successful in life. He hopes for it. He wishes for it. He buys lottery... But a knight positions himself. Principles help you to say, “I'm not going to make that same mistake.”  

Protecting the heart of my wife is now a huge part of who I am. I actually talk about it like I'm her secret service agent because she's what I want to keep alive and becoming all that she can be. 

We get in trouble because we want nice noble principles like that, but then we live like little boys. You have to position yourself to be successful in your marriage, in your relationships, in your jobs, in your relationship with God.  

Position yourself. That's what a man does. That's what principles do for us.

D. 
A Male will often abandon the Principles he sets, but the knight lives by his Principles and in the process discovers more.  
You're going to take these principles and let them guide you. You're going to discover that the man you were designed to be, you can become. That's one of the great joys. 

Next week we're going to think through the man you don't want to become, so let's start applying the principles this week to the man we want to be.
