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Trail 4

5 Influences You Can’t Ignore
Sometimes I have to change the forest and what's going on and sometimes I have to throw my rock in and change the flow of the water.

But there's some days when what I need to do is find out where the markers on the trail are that can help move me through it. That's what we want to talk about. 

We have five very key influences in our life that can make all the difference. We're going to walk through those five influences in our lives that we just can't afford to ignore. 

Manuals - Page 26 - fourth trail...

I. 
What does a Knight look for in today's world in order to discover his own personal quest? He must, on his journey, look for trail markers.  
Guys you're going to have to learn to look for trail markers within the forest.  You know trail markers are designed to... 

A. 
Within the Forest are important trail markers that can guide you.  At times, these Trail Markers teach us how to bend our Forest, rather than becoming bent ourselves. These trail markers include...
1. 
The tribe: This is the community, comprised of a diverse group of individuals traveling through different stages of their own Forest experience, which can provide needed resources.
This is one of those trail markers that has been in play at different times of my life and needs to be in play in all of our lives. 

Assume that this tribe is a healthy thing, it's going to take you in a positive direction, it's not a trail marker that's going to lead you into a difficult place.

Tribe vs. Gang

You have to understand the power of the tribe.  The tribe is something that's moving as a collective unit in a specific direction that helps you get it.

December 2004. Southeast Asia. Earthquake in ocean. Tsunami came rolling in the day after Christmas.  

A lot of you remember it.  A quarter of a million people killed. Every coastal village that was in the wake of that tsunami was wiped out. 

There was one group where every member survived. They were called the Morgan Sea Gypsies.  They're actually like fisherman who would go wherever the fish are at different seasons, so they live in the huts on the beach and they kind of move around in the direction where the fish are.  

Every generation of that tribe would have a member explain to the rest of the people in the tribe that if you ever notice the water greatly receding quickly from the shore, know that it's going to return back with the same force that you see it leaving.  RUN FOR THE HILLS!

So on that day when everybody rushed out to get free fish that were flopping on the sands that had been suddenly vacated by receding waters, everybody ran towards the ocean except for the Morgan Sea Gypsies. Their tribe had told them over the years that when this takes place run for the hills and they all did and the entire tribe survived.

There's a movie that I love. It's called Master & Commander. It’s about a British naval vessel about the same time as Napoleon was around.  

There's a whole order on the ship and you realize that these 197 sailors locked onto this concept and have become a tribe and there's all kinds of rules and guidance and you notice what happens when it breaks down, how important it is that they trust one another and they all do their jobs. 

Master and Commander  (Time Stamps)  1:40:06 – 1:42:52 
That's part of what this is.  It's sort of the collectiveness of us working and listening and learning together and trusting the Master & Commander. 

It's been a long time since we talked about tribes because we don't do that very much in our culture, but I want you to start thinking about who it is, collectively, that we're listening to. Who are the ones that you say, they're the ones that guide me in that direction?  That is a key trail marker. 

Now out of every tribe will rise up elders.  That's the 2nd one. 

2. 
Elders: These are the older Men who, by their very existence, have learned some of the survival skills necessary for life in the forest. Viewed as mentors, they pass on their knowledge, understanding, and wisdom to those who willingly listen.  
There's something about an elder. An elder is a guy that's a little bit older and a bit farther down the path. If you're 12 an elder can be 20. It's somebody that's older than you are & has done some living so they have some insight into life. 

Reprimand from a senior officer to a junior...

Master and Commander  (Time Stamps)  1:14:30 – 1:16:45
I don't know if you have guys like that in your life, but you need to.  

Stop for a second & instead of listening to me, I want you to think about an elder in your life. Who's a guy that's older than you that you trust as a mentor? A guy you trust with your life whose wisdom’s exceptional/makes good decisions.  

I want you to write a name down in your book and tell the guy next to you what the name is. If it's him, then tell somebody else instead of that guy because it will probably mess with his head a little bit and elders don't need to get proud, although it would be not bad for them to find out that was their name.   Go ahead.

Can I tell you that probably somebody in the room maybe had your name down. Isn't that awesome? Or maybe somebody somewhere has your name down.  It means that you're making an impact.  

That's our desire.  We need elders. We need wise men who make good decisions, people around us. Let me give you the third one.  The third trail marker is... 

3. 
Personal Standards: By internalizing the instruction of the community and its elders, a lifestyle is chosen, based on high standards.  Principles are developed, leading the individual to develop ethics and follow moral codes.  
Remember the 15 principles we went over on week 2? We said that you'll probably find more as you guys get together and in your campfires and you'll realize that there are more than those 15.

Allan Alaimo, mentor, friend, and then District Overseer. Dispute between myself and another pastor in the district. I believed I was right. He called, talked to me as a mentor, friend and elder. Lovingly and wisely guided my next step with his wisdom and experiences. Followed that wisdom, and now the pastor in dispute is a good friend.

One of the exciting parts about that is we get to the place in our lives where we go, you know, I have a tribe that's given me a good sense of what's going on, I have some mentors in my life, and I have standards, personal standards.

4. 
A Man's Internal “Voice”: This guidance system becomes increasingly more vital as a Man understands his own personal Calling and integrates it into his daily activities.
This is something that you're going to feel more than you're going to think about. This is what makes you unique and it's a sense of, “I need to do this.”  Have you ever had a sense that you just need to be cautious in a certain intersection or a sense that I needed to be a little bit careful about something?  You get that sense of that inner voice. 

Dispute between Commander and scientist. Commander follows his inner voice even though conflicted.

Master and Commander  (Time Stamps) 1:06:20 – 1:08:00
What if that inner voice could impact the direction you would take in the forest, not just caution in a moment but how I move forward and do something. When that takes place, something really great happens where we say, “You know what, there's something happening that is very, very personal to me and what I'm supposed to do and where I'm supposed to move and how I'm supposed to impact.” 

Don't be afraid of that voice. It's a great trail marker.  It's one of those that will guide you through the forest that you'll learn to trust more as you get used to it and get a sense of what it is. 

I know it sounds kind of mystical and strange when you hear about it because we aren't that quiet as guys. We tend to do, do, do and it's hard for us to even stop long enough to reflect and hear it but when you learn to do it, it's very freeing and out it will come the last one.

5. 
Spirituality:  It offers greater guidance by enabling each Man, because of his relationship with God, to communicate with God daily. 
Driving down the road. Hitchhiker. Voice. “Coincidence?”

There's a vertical connection that I can have with God in a horizontal world and it gives me a tremendous advantage to function as a knight, to know where to move, how to impact the forest around me. 

When all of these come together and you've got your tribe happening and you have your elders/mentors happening and you have personal standards and a sense of your voice being within you is calling you in the direction you need to move, and you have this spirituality/vertical connection, you're going to find that you know how to walk through the forest and navigate it so that people want to follow, you know when to bend the forest this way or that way because of the markers that are there.

Memorial for a fallen comrade - suicide...

Master and Commander  (Time Stamps) 1:24:07 – 1:25:32
B. 
What is the Forest?  
Let's make sure we understand together what the forest is. We defined this for you earlier, but let's write it down again. 

1. 
The Forest is our word for life, including the culture, the world, and the environment, as it surrounds and presents itself to each Male. 
Now I know you're saying, can't you just call it life?  The problem is if I call it life, you and I will have various definitions for it. So by calling it forest you can think of it as something you can impact.  

It's another rock you're going to have and you're going to drop it into that river of misrepresentation of what man is supposed to be, 

The whole idea of being an influencer as a man is that you have to be able to have impact. Without impact, there is no influence.  So what happens is, you stop and realize this is the thing that I can make a difference in. And you know what guys, it's in work, it's in our community, it's in your home, it's in your church, it's in your friendships.  You and I can make a difference on so many levels. 

2. 
A Man's ability to navigate through his personal Forest allows him not only to survive, but also to truly live out his Manhood. 
This is the part that so energizes me. What if I could be a knight, that wherever I go there's an impact in a positive way. What if I could somehow get to a place where there’s this trail behind me and other people say, I can go safely down that. What if I could do that? Wouldn't that be awesome?  I think that's what we're talking about here. 

Not only will it  help you navigate your manhood and raise your level of influence and impact, but it will cause others to say, “You know what, I can take that trail as well.” 

I have mentored men who have grown beyond me. I've cut some of the path that they're following. And others have cut the path that I'm on. It's the trail markers that work, right. 

So as we start to think about this trail and we start to think about moving through the forest, what happens when we function at the highest level that we can function at?

II.  
How was the Forest originally designed, and how did man interact within it?  Man...
What happened when the forest originally was designed before the world as we know it fell?  

Knightly News (Gen 2:8-17) Adam. He ruled the beasts of the earth. He had authority over the Earth, second only to God.
It introduces a character by the name of Adam... 

A. 
Lived in a more supportive Forest.  
Let me describe it for you this way - when the world was created, there was no evil in the world. There was one that was evil but had no control. So when God made the world, He said okay, Adam, I want you to do something with this world...

The thorn bushes weren't there. The weeds weren't there.  The forest was much more supportive when it was originally designed. Look at this. Man...  

B. 
Was sufficient to lead and develop the Forest. 
From the beginning the forest was moveable. And from the beginning, Adam was able to move it. 

You're able to - I want to encourage you guys that if you just feel like “Nobody ever follows me. What good am I, I'm not very good at stuff.”  I have walked through so many times like that in my life. 

I've been around guys that are strong leaders and have accomplished so much and I'm floundering just to get two socks on that match, you know, and this guy as I watch I go, “I can never be that guy.”  

Let me encourage you guys. You were designed to be a leader.  You were designed to impact - when I say five influences of the forest, guys that's you, that's me and we can get involved in that process.

Let me show you another one. Man...
C. 
Was to control the outcomes of the Forest.  
You know what's really cool?  Adam named the animals.  He's actually changing its outcome. That must have been a fun job. 

He's going, “I don't know what to call you, striped horse, that's a stinking name, how about zebra.” He was influencing the forest.  He's having a chance to impact it and he has this amazing opportunity to make a difference. 

We're going to lose that opportunity because of something that will happen in the next chapter, but remember this idea.

D. 
Had greater influence over the Forest’s effects on him. 
If I can influence the outcome of the forest, then the forest was directing me less.  Isn't that hopeful? 

Did you ever just kind of feel like you were swept along?  When you were in high school, didn't you feel like you just had to go and go to school everyday and you didn't have much choice about it? College? Job? Life has just become this drudgery of just doing, doing, doing, saying yes and accomplishing and you just feel like it's not working, like the forest is controlling you?  

Well I have great news that there is a time when we influenced the forest, the forest didn't influence us. Matter of fact, the forest was working in conjunction with us, right. That's what was happening early on.  God intended it to be that way.  And then something happened.

III.
When did the Forest start controlling Man, instead of Man controlling it? It happened the moment the Spandex Male chose self-direction over God's direction. Because of this...
There's a lot of the parts of my life that I would never want you to see on a video. Stupid choices! 

Adam is in this garden where he can influence and he gets to shape the trail in the forest, doing what God designed him to do. And God says you can have anything except for this one thing, because God said I want you to choose to love me, I don't want you to be forced to, and he said you can't have this one tree, and Adam chooses the tree.  

He says, “I want what I want. I want it to be about me.” His Spandex Male side chooses it instead of choosing five influences and God, and everything changes. 

The Knightly News...

Adam

(Genesis 3:17-19)

He chose his Self-interests which led to a curse on Earth.

He exchanged his immortality for an apple
Watch what changes.  It's all found here.  Because of this..
A.  
The forest is now cursed, not blessed. 

Do you ever wonder when Murphy's Law began? It started right on that day, when Adam said, “Hey I choose to take care of myself versus what I was designed to take care of. I choose not to be what God had in mind but I choose self-direction over God's direction.”  Because of this..
B. 
A fulfilling job of growth in the Forest became the difficult task of survival.  
I think that's the problems for us guys. That's where we feel trapped. 

I want you to know that if you're sitting here week four with me and you've gone this far, you're saying, “I don't want to live that way anymore. I don't want to be trapped.  I want to do something. I want to have life that has significance.”  

But the forest has been kind of dictating it to us and we're just in survival mode. The problem with survival mode is that breathing is hard and living doesn't seem fulfilling. 

Hotel Hershey trip with Nancy (Valentines Day)...

You know why I do that?  Because sometimes I need to do more than just survive. I got to grow and love. But the forest doesn't seem to lend itself to that very often for most of us. It just kind of beats on us and wears us out.  That's all because Adam said, “I choose to be self-directed instead of God directed.”   Because of this..


C. 
What flourishes in the Forest is not always good or ideal. 
Sometimes we have to stop for a few minutes and realize that the world in which we live is not a perfect, ideal world.  Everything's under a curse now. Everything's messed up.

We need to realize that the ideal, the things I thought were going to happen in my perfect little world are not going to happen and it is going to get shaken.

When we understand that, it frees us up a little bit to say, “Okay, here's how I have to approach the forest and approach it very, very differently.”   Because of this..
D. 
The forest continually fights Man's effort to tame it.  
It's not trying to follow us at all.  It's fighting us. Did you ever have a day where your wife runs out of gas so you get in your car to get her gas and on the way you run out of gas.

If you're both that way, one of you shouldn't be married to the other one because it gets really scary. It’s like everything starts to go wrong. MURPHY’S LAW... 

Love Laws: All the good ones are taken; Tech Laws: New systems generate new problems; Computer Laws: Any given program when running is obsolete; Commerce Laws: To err is human, to forgive is not company policy...

War Laws: Friendly fire - isn't; Photography Laws: Auto Focus - won't; 

Lotto Laws: You match 4 numbers, but you lost your ticket; EMT Laws: All bleeding stops... eventually; Graphic Design Laws: Your best idea is already copyrighted;

Mothers Laws: Mother's way is best. If you don't believe it, ask her; Golf Laws: Whenever you think you might par you bogie; Horse Laws: Horses you hate cannot be sold and will outlive you.

Murphy’s Law is in effect and we feel like, “You know what, I can't stop this!” It's just driving me and life has lost its fullness and its joy.  

Guys, I honestly believe that we are here to say, “No more, I don't want to do that. I want to live differently and I believe it's possible even in a fallen world, even where the forest fights against us. I can start to set a path.”   Because of this..
E. 
Males lost their way and thus their manhood.  
I gave you a definition a couple of weeks ago but if I asked you, what's your definition of manhood, what would it be? To be a knight? 

I tell you, ten years ago I would have had no idea what to write down.  Now I'd say...

Reject passivity, accept responsibility, lead courageously and live for God's greater, later reward. 

Most of us don't have a clue. We've lost a sense of who we are as a Man. In fact, we let the culture tell us who we are.  As a result, we're lost in the middle of the woods and we’ve lost a sense of where we need to go and how we need to get there and what it would be like if we were to be free. 

We can't tame it.  It's making us feel lost. Because of this..
F.  
Men lost their ability to [understand] the Forest.  
We had to change the name. We couldn't even call it culture. We couldn't even call it life. We had to give you a new stone to carry just because we don't have any idea as guys what to do with this thing. We don't know what to call it, how to handle it.  It just overwhelms it and guys, we're going to hand you a rock and let you drop it into a stream and let you change the course so you can move forward with some freedom.  But it's going to require that we realize that man, we have just been so lost in this world.   Because of this..
G.  
Men became increasingly more influenced by the Forest.  
You know what men are called today? Boys. They are, by women. They're called jerks. Matter of fact, they're called all kind of things from dirty names to hunky names but very few are being called knights. 

You know why? We've lost our way. The forest has so dominated how we are, it's so influenced us and we're not bending anything.  It's just bending us.

Now, what do we do with this?  How do we break away from what happened at the fall and how do we get somewhere?

IV.
In order to be the Knight that influences a Spandex Male dominated Forest, you must...
A. 
Learn to increase your understanding of the trail markers that can point you toward maturity.
Get to know what the five of them.  Start to be able to name, Tribes, Elders/Mentors... 

I have a couple of guys that I go to all the time.  One of them is Roy Smith who helped write this material. He's one of the guys that's a mentor in my life. Roy's not older than I am but through his wisdom he guides my life.  

My dad is dead and wasn't a mentor. But I have other guys in my life that are doing life with me at least at my age if not older and helping me through it. 

I also have a tribe. You know what's interesting? I've had the opportunity in the last few years to be with thousands of men that have done this material together. They're my tribe. They're influencing things.

These are the things that you and I need to learn to do, let these influences of our life guide us. You must... 

B. 
Check your standards in light of true Principles.  
I believe that most of us guys are lied to and we believe lies all the time about ourselves. We’ve got to check our standards. Not against the moral climate around us that's rushing by and doing so much damage, but by saying, “Is this true? Is this right? Can I put my weight on this?  Is what I'm about to do something that makes a difference?” U must 
C.  
Find your “unique” voice and develop your spirituality in order to see above the Forest.  
Guys, find out what makes you unique.  You're going to get together with a group of guys each week after we've done these sessions in what we call campfires, right, a group of guys gathering around, sitting around the campfire talking about life, talking about tribes, talking about elders, talking about standards, talking about how we're doing in life. 

Sometimes you're going to have to find your own voice in the middle of that.  Who you are is unique. 

They need your uniqueness. Don't back off. When you do this, some things begin to change in some dramatic ways.   You must...
D. 
Commit to the quest of bending the Forest and becoming a Trail Guide for others. 
That's when you stop being a spandex male and when you start being the man you were designed to be. This is what makes me come alive! I can blaze this trail. I can do this.  Not in my own power, my own strength. Without God there's so many things that are going to get messed up. 

I'm going to need a vertical to go with the horizontal but I can become an influencer. 

So when we get done here and I know that your schedules are tight and you want to go home, but if you could spend time with your campfire group for half an hour and just talk through this stuff, it will go so far.  

I believe getting together with the guys in your campfire will not only make this stuff personal, but it will cause you to do life on such a level that you become an influencer and can live through another storm on another day.  

Gentlemen, where we are right here, at this place, is this ability to call out and say - we can change the forest.  I believe it.  Join me. We'll get together next week and talk about how you protect yourself in that. Look forward to seeing you then. Thanks.







