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The Quiet Messenger - The Knight’s Soul
Knighthood Plans
Before God created the world, there was darkness. From nothing, God created something…
Angels are watching with amazement. He was making it for you and me. 

God forms man out of the dust. Everything else has been spoken into existence. He then takes His image and places it in man. This is a mystery too wonderful for angels to comprehend.  

He then breathed life into man. God said, “I have given you life, now walk and commune with Me.” Man fell in love with God. He knew he was created with a purpose. People to protect. Adam knew the light and the life of God.  

Adam’s Core was perfectly balanced - no Shadow, no evidence of anything but the light of God. God says, “It's not good for you to be alone.” He took a rib from man and made a woman, Eve.

When he sees her, he calls her woman (taken from 
man). They fall deeply in love. The problem is, in this light there is Darkness, an enemy who hates God. Satan. His desire is to pull man and woman away from the light and into the Darkness. 

He meets Eve by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He tempts her with the possibility to be like God. They reject God and enter the Darkness.

From that moment until now, Darkness has been the sad reality of our existence. If God chose to do nothing, we would remain in that Darkness.

But God did something! He entered the Darkness in human form! Christ came and died in our place and said, “Now I can bring you from Darkness to Light. You can know forgiveness and freedom!”  

In each of us there’s a longing for a connection with God, a discontent within our core that’s dominated by the darkness. 

I want us to think about a vertical connection with God that can make all the difference in the world. The Core now has a hope for a return to what it was originally meant to be... Soul, Spirit, Body, Mind, Self, (Shadow)
Think, “How can I enter the light?  What is it that's calling me?” Let’s talk about our soul. 

In order to do that, I want to share two stories...
Marty Martinson
· Worked at Wal-Mart. Died at 77. 
· Yet thousands attended his funeral in 2004. 

· Why? Something was different about Marty. 

· His soul was connected to God.

· He would cause people to hope. 
· He knew all his customers by name. 

· Worked a register at Wal-Mart in South Dakota. 

· He would greet every person with a “Hello.” 

· Talk to them, engage with them.

· He would step around the bagging area.

· Gave them change, looked them in the eye.

· “It's good to have you here.”.

There were always long lines at his register. They wanted to connect with Marty. Something drove those who saw him to the hope that there was light, that their was more.  

Josh Bell

· World renowned violinist. DC metro station. 

· Normal clothes. Playing Bach.

· Violin worth 3.5 million.

· Played 45 minutes during rush hour. 

· As he played, hundreds would walk by. 

· Very few would pause to listen.  

· First person stopped at three minutes.

· At 5 minutes somebody threw change in case.

· A child stopped. Mother dragged him.

· After 45 minutes, he stopped playing. 

· A total of 6 people had stopped. 

· About 20 dropped money into the case = $32.

The busy people rushing through that station did not realize that Joshua Bell is a world renowned violinists. Just two days earlier he sold out a theater in Boston at $100 a seat.  

He was playing some of the most complicated classical music ever written on a 3½ million dollar violin. But everybody was too busy doing life to hear the calling to something amazing.

We live in darkness and we don't stop to consider the possibility of light, the possibility of life beyond this life. We live in the here and now. Therefore, our core never grows. 

The Soul inside of you is hearing the call to know God, and have a connection with Him. To find life beyond the horizontal. It's vertical, and that life goes beyond the grave.

There's more to life than birth and death. But without engaging your Soul, you will always be missing the possibility of achieving Knighthood.

The quiet messenger of the Knight's soul...

It is that which is constantly calling us, drawing us in, causing us to long for our Maker. To know who He is and what He offers. Hope in the darkness...

I. 
The search for truth and life's meaning comes from the soul of the Knight. 

The longing for anything beautiful comes from this. The appreciation of what Josh Bell can do with his instrument, or a beautiful day, or whatever it is that causes you to go, “Wow.” 

A soul connection. God is the author of beauty.

II. 
While most cultures believe in life after death, Spandex Males tend to think only in the present, making their souls into silent partners. 
When you settle for a Spandex lifestyle, you ignore your soul. You live life at the lowest level. Empty. One more sexual encounter... More income... 

Sexuality and the power of economics. Position. None of it satisfies longterm. The Spandex Male runs after things that cannot satisfy, and his soul cries out for light in a very dark world. You can only see its beauty as you get connected to God.

III
The Soul...  

A. 
Guides the man toward making faith decisions.
It's that part of you that guides you towards what lies beyond the moment. The hope, life, light.

It's what drives you to make a decision to trust when it may have been completely illogical to do so. Die to live; cry when happy; laugh when sad; strategy in battle - on our knees in surrender...
I have never seen God and yet He's my best friend. I live my life with Him. How did that happen? A step of faith. My soul connected with him and it transformed my spirit and it made it alive. How do we get there?
B. 
Develops a faith system that gives meaning to practical realities.  
It's that idea that there has to be more. Your soul says, “There's a God shaped vacuum within me.” It's a craving that says, “What am I looking for?”  

Your soul is searching for God, for meaning. Your soul is calling you up. To ignore it is deadly.  

The soul lives in the horizontal but it calls you to the vertical. It lives within the Core of every man regardless of whether or not your soul is connected to God, and your spirit's come alive or not.

Every man has a soul. Spandex Males have souls, but they ignore it; Knights have souls, some respond and some don’t. The depth of Knighthood is determined by how much we trust our Soul to take us to a connection with God.

C. 
Decides whether life is by chance or by design.  
The question is, “What is my view of life. Is it by chance, is it by design?” Let's assume it's chance.

1. 
Atheists believe that there is no God and we exist through pure chance and survival of the fittest.  
We aren't created, there's no Designer, no image of God in us. Some Atheists may be amazing people who do a lot of good in the world, but they never allow the soul and spirit of their being come alive because they don't believe it’s there.

Their world is a survival of the fittest world which means they have to figure out how to make it from here to the grave, and how to make the best of this because this is all there is.  
If you believe it's by chance and you believe there is no God, then you have placed a ceiling over you.

Signs
· Graham Hess is a former Episcopal priest.

· His wife, Colleen, died in a horrific accident. 

· The possibility of an alien invasion.

· Talks to his brother Merrill.

· People can ignore or listen to their souls. 

2. 
Agnostics are not sure whether God exists, since He cannot be physically proven or known.  Either way, they feel that they are on their own.  
“There may be a God. Maybe He made the world, but I can't have a relationship with Him.” There's still a ceiling overhead. An agnostic lives not knowing which way to go. They are on their own. 

Like Mel Gibson in Signs, who became so disappointed by the actions God took. You may have decided that you'd be better off putting a ceiling overhead, because He's not trustworthy.

3. 
Deists believe God was responsible for the initial conception of the world, but He chose to walk away because He was either disinterested or unable to continue.  
That one is disheartening. There is no ceiling, there's a God, a Designer. The problem is that He’s either impotent or He doesn't care. 

The deist is confronted with, “Do I want to connect to an impotent God who can't do anything?” Or worse yet, “Do I want to connect to a cruel God who could do something and chooses not to?” 

That's a huge internal battle. The deist says, “I don't really want to get closer to the light.” 

4. 
Creationists believe there is a God who both designed and created our world. They trust God to remain involved with His creation and to allow Himself to be known by Mankind. 
Creationists say, “I see the light and I want to move towards it. I long for the light. I want a relationship with God.” 

Creationism can be found in most of the religions of the world. They all want a vertical relationship in a horizontal world. Two categories: 

Religious: Man works his way to God. / Law
They live by a law, hoping that God would love them and accept them. Many Christians live this way. They believe that in order for God to love you, you have to do certain things so He will.  

In essence, it's up to you. It's you trying to get to God. I'm trying to build a ladder to get to Him. 

Most religions of the world are like that. I need to somehow be good enough to get God's approval.  That may be where some of you are. That may be the way you were raised.

Relational: Man accepts what God has offered. / Grace
Grace. God sent His son into the world to enter our darkness and bring us into light, to reestablish what was lost in the Garden of Eden.  

Christ comes & says, “I will pay the cost of sin that separates you from God. I will die in your place.”
Not only does He die, He defeats death by rising from the dead. “Now you can enter the light.” 

It is not man getting to God, it is God getting to man. I AM A Relational Creationist. 

This has helped me with my core. It limits the way the Shadow impacts my life. My whole being is much stronger. Those are the definitions. 

IV.
The Soul asks questions like...

A. 
How did we get here?  
Is it chance or design? Creation or evolution? When the soul is asking that question, it's saying, “I long for hope in a hopeless world.”

I think guys like Marty answer that question when they love people in uncommon ways. That's not the norm in the retail world.

B. 
What is the basis for moral rights and wrongs?  
All cultures believe that murder is wrong. Why? Why do most cultures believe that adultery is wrong? What is the standard of right and wrong?

If I ask you is it okay for you to have sex with another man's wife, many (if not all) of you would say, “No!” Even if you’re not connected with God.

Where did it come from? Your soul. Command-ments written on the tablets of your heart.

Romans 2:14-15 (NLT), Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it...

They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.”
C. 
How is the bad dealt with both within and without each of us?  
What are the consequences of what I did to myself or others? How is evil addressed? That's what the soul's asking. It's a normal and very good question.

D. 
What is the meaning of our existence? 
What if we showed videos of every moment of your life, everything you've been too ashamed to even talk about is shown on the screen. “Whoa!” 

The meaning of our existence? It can't be that! There's more. The soul says, “What's the meaning.” The pain of moral failure is not just from what was done, but from what could have been done!

E.
What should man's response be to the fact of his existence? 
The soul is saying, “What do I do about this?” I'm alive! So what? Why? Have you ever wondered?

Is it just about breathing and then ultimately pushing up daisies? Is that really it?  It has to be more than that. Your soul is saying, “There must be more than this!”  That longing for a relationship.

F. 
Does this faith system provide any daily guidance for life, as we know it? 
Can there be more to my life than I have at the moment? Is my faith simply fire insurance to keep me out of hell? 

Or does my vertical connection with God offer me daily guidance and companionship, making life fuller and more meaningful?

G.  
How important is the concept of love in a Man's faith system?  
How important is it to know that God loves us, and that we are to love each? How can it work without it? This is what drives us to go beyond ourselves.  

This pushes our Core to the level of hero. To rescue others, help and care for others. It's valuing others. These are questions the soul is asking. 

James - Acts 15:13-21
After Jesus rose from the dead and left earth, the church was trying to figure out if people who are not Jewish can be forgiven by their Jewish Savior, Jesus. Should they take the gospel to the gentiles?
A man by the name of James (Jesus' brother), who initially didn’t believe in Jesus, but became a tremendous believer. Brief passage from Acts. 
Acts 15:13-18, (NLT), When they had finished, James stood and said, “Brothers, listen to me.  Peter has told you about the time God first visited the Gentiles to take from them a people for himself. And this conversion of Gentiles is exactly what the prophets predicted... 
People are connecting to God through the person of Christ. It's awesome. In fact, it's been written in the Old Testament. It was prophesied.

As it is written: ‘Afterward I will return and restore the fallen house of David. I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, so that the rest of humanity might seek the LORD, including the Gentiles— all those I have called to be mine. The LORD has spoken— he who made these things known so long ago.’
He's saying the light and life of God is available to all. One of the most amazing concepts ever!

So what do we do?  We get connected through our spirit. Your spirit is dead, but it comes alive when we trust in Christ as our Savior. When you trust in Him, your spirit comes alive.  It's called New Birth.  

V. 
The Knight follows his Soul's message when he...

A. 
Has a faith system that knows how to deal with Man's Shadow core.  
Am I driven by my Shadow and instincts, or Christ living in me? Your soul comes alive and starts to deal with the Shadow, keeping it at bay. 

B.  
Knows to what or whom he is in submission.  
He knows who God is, and places himself under His authority. It's all about submission. You submit to the one whom you trust, not the one who demands your submission. 

God never forces submission. He gives light and says, “You want to walk out of it, you’re free to. But, if you want life and light, I’ll give it to you.”

C. 
Has learned to think past the present moment and beyond the grave. 
Life is not just what happens between birth and death.

D. 
Connects his Spirit to God's Spirit by accepting Christ, as a new spiritual life is breathed into him. 
This is the moment. The soul drives you to connect to God. To come out of the darkness and into the light. To become vertically connected. 

Then your whole core can come alive because your spirit's alive. God’s power becomes available.

1977. Jambro. Surgery. 5% chance. Ponder. Win/Win. April 9, 2013, open heart surgery.
It's not easy. Knights do what's hard. Let your soul connect to the spirit of God. Let your spirit come alive through Christ.
