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Trail 24

Beyond Knighthood
We must become transparent men, men who understand there's something beyond Knighthood. There's actually two phases beyond knighthood. 
One is the transcendent man, which actually has a lot to do with the end of life, stepping into eternity, leaving a legacy.

The other is the transparent man, what we do now. Some of you are in a position where you can start to consider that.

Michael Jackson, recorded a song 25 years ago about what he wanted to do with his life. To make a difference, not just a performer. Man In The Mirror.
I know so many men like that with so many regrets, wishing they had done life differently.

Gotta make a change

For once in my life

It's gonna feel real good

Gonna make a difference

Gonna make it right
A summer's disregard

A broken bottle top

And a one man soul

They follow each other

On the wind ya’ know

‘Cause they got nowhere to go

That's why I want you to know

I'm starting with the man in the mirror

I'm asking him to change his ways

And no message could have been any clearer

If you wanna make the world a better place

Take a look at yourself and then make a change

Somebody's broken heart

And a washed out dream

They follow the pattern of the wind ya’ see

‘Cause they got no place to be

That's why I'm starting with me

I'm starting with the man in the mirror

I'm asking him to change his ways, yeah

No message could have been any clearer
I don't know why he wasn't able to do something with that man in the mirror. I know there was a lot of wounds, and when we're wounded, we wound others. Start with the man in the mirror. 

I. 
What is beyond Knighthood and how will I know if I am ready for the next stage of manhood?

A. 
This is the Transparent stage of Manhood. 
It means that a man is not hiding things. His armor is down. Here's how you get there.  

1. 
This is where the Knight temporarily acts above and beyond his normal capabilities.
World Trade Center Towers in 2001...
2.  
Therefore, he sets a new bar for what is possible for him.  
What you thought was impossible for you is now possible. God loves to take what is impossible and make it possible.
B. 
You will know if you are ready for the next stage of manhood when you...
1. 
Live in Knighthood 85% of the time.  
If I can make a difference. 85% of the time. WOW!
2.  
Have proven to those you love that you will fight for them. 
Word “prove” is very important. Under promise, over deliver. “Would you just do and not say it anymore.” Yoda, “Do, or do not - there is no try.”

3.  
Accomplish Knighthood living by consistently taking responsibility for your actions. 
One of the hardest things I deal with is men who say, “It's not my fault.” Guys, Knights take responsibility for their actions.

4. 
Have learned to laugh, love and lead.
Knights bring laughter. I love to laugh with… I should be bringing laughter wherever I go, not laughing AT somebody, but rather joy.  

How about love? Have you ever walked into a room and felt like this person really cared about you? 

Have you ever been the person that walked in the room and the people felt like, “Man, that person really cares about us.” 

And do you lead? If you're a Knight, not only are you smiling, not only are you loving, but you're leading. It's the very nature of a knight.  

· If you get to the point: laugh, love, and lead,

· If you're taking responsibility for choices,

· You are ready to move to the next level.

II.  
Once you have reached these goals, you can periodically create a door to enter the next stage of Manhood growth, which is the Transparent Man.  
The Transparent man is a Man who...
1. 
Desires to affect the Forest and those within it positively. 
It’s all about being otherly. If you're transparent, it is about the other person. You become concerned about others.

2. 
Is willing to sacrifice his Self-preservation instincts and personal comforts.  
The problem is I like to be comfortable. I live in a culture which is all about being comfortable. Lazy Boy. Just think about the name. It's all about being comfortable, even when shopping for a car.

3. 
Clearly understands and is motivated by the reason for his existence.
You are designed to be a man who knows his inner voice.  You got to be willing to give up your comfort and self-preservation. We have to be about others.

III


What are some of the characteristics of the                          





Transparent Man? He...
A. 

Suspends his need for Self-preservation in order to give to others. 
A guy sees a live grenade in the foxhole. There's not enough time to remove the grenade so he throws his body on it.

He's suspending his need for self-preservation for the good of others. You get one shot.  

I actually believe that most of our opportunities that we have are not that dramatic or risky.

Let me give you one that you can understand practically in your own life… 

If somebody said to me, “We are going to torture you to death in an agonizing way or, we're going to kill your wife and kids, your choice.” 

No brainer.  I'm going to give my life. I hate pain. I hate discomfort. I suspend Self-preservation for the needs of others, especially people in that circle of my life.
B.  
Knows his Self deeply enough to choose transparency over his Armor, his Chain Mail, his Shadow, his instincts, and his convenience.  
· I'm going to lower my armor. 

· Transparent in spite of my filters and beliefs. 

· Instincts don’t drive me any longer. 

· My Shadow isn't dominating. 

· I let go of all the conveniences.  

· That's what a Transparent Man does.  

C. 
Knows that he is willing to give  himself in such a way that it may cost him his life. 
· There are guys who gave their lives for truth. 

· There are guys who gave their lives for causes.  

It’s when you get to the place where you realize that my life is not as important as the need for freedom and nobility.  

D. 
Vetoes much of his Core element's “vote” in 





order to move outside of himself to create the 




miraculous. 
You're the president, commander in chief of you. Your Self. You consulted your whole cabinet. You listened to them. They all have voted. Certain core elements are saying it’s too risky, don't do it. You (self) veto it. You go against self-preservation, instincts, comfort. Do you see where this goes?

E. 
Discovers that every venture into transparency changes him forever. 
Every time I walked through the door, I realized I would never be the same man. (Children. Grandchildren. Marriage.) Responsibility that went with it. When you step through the door of transparency, you don't forget that you have kids.

F. 
Has learned the benefits of trusting in something beyond himself. 
This is all about God. It's all about connecting to something that's bigger than me. It's trusting in eternity.  It's realizing that this is where a Knight is most free. It's where I've learned to live most of my life. 

G. 

Accepts that, in the face of fear, he can no longer fully rely upon his previous coping skills.

When you become afraid, all bets are off. So you cannot dwell in that world. Let it go. Fear is going to be handled very differently when you walk through the door of transparency, your armor down, ready to go.

H.  
Fights the urge to wall himself off from other’s needs and resists the desire to ignore or run away from them.  
Everybody has needs, and needs something from us. You're going to have to resist the desire to say, “I think I'll just go back to my old way of living.” Knighthood is an interesting thing. You can never be the same guy you were again.  

I. 

Reaches beyond himself and his comfort zone, and gets his hands dirty.
It is all about getting our hands dirty. It's about others. It's all about what we have to do to make an impact.
IV. 
The Knight trains himself for Transparent 






moments through his...
A. 
Principles and standards that he views as 





having value so as to encourage others. 
15. Those are ones to get us started. You're going to have to have principles or you cannot venture into the land we're talking about. So know what your principles are. 

B. 
Purposes for bending the Forest, which are 





clearly known as result.  
Know why you're doing what you're doing so it's just not a ridiculous sacrifice for an unworthy cause. What will be the impact of me stepping into this world to make a difference?

C. 
Passions, which are freed as he fights against 




his reliance
on the routines that often stunt 





growth allowing him then to choose to take 





risks. 
Passion = Take risks.

Your passions are going to rise up and you're going to say, “I can make a difference in the world here.” It frees you from the ruts of your life.  It frees you up to be all that you were designed to be. 

D. 
Plans, which are thoughtfully prepared.
Thoughtfully prepared, worked out. You've worked hard, you know what steps to take. You don't just run off into danger. It doesn't do anybody good for you to grab your sword and start swinging.  

E. 
Personal relationships, and especially with 





Jesus Christ who was the ultimate Transparent 




Man.
You're going to have a relationship with the King of kings, Lord of lords. I honestly believe you can’t be truly transparent without a relationship with Christ. Why? Because Christ was the Transparent Man. He came, He knew what He was all about.  

Remember when we talked about the passion and he crawled to the cross? What difference can we make when we become transparent men?  

The Bucket List: 

· 
Billionaire Edward Cole (Jack Nicholson).

· 
Mechanic Carter Chambers (Morgan Freeman).

· 
Nothing in common except terminal illnesses. 

· 
They share a hospital room together.

· 
Decide to do everything they ever wanted to.

· 
In the process, both bring healing to the other.

· 
Become unlikely friends, find joy in life.

· 
End of movie, did things together in 3 months.

Get a tattoo

Skydive

See the Pyramids in Egypt

Drive a Shelby Mustang

Visit Italy

Visit Hong Kong

Laugh until I cry

Help a stranger

Kiss the most beautiful woman in the world

See something majestic

· 
Carter Chambers is having surgery, and dying. 

· 
At Carter's funeral, Ed Cole talks about how the best days of his life have been his time with this man who has taught him how to live beyond himself.

· 
Taught him that to love his granddaughter was more important than just about anything. 

· 
He taught him how to live.  

Watch this clip from “The Bucket list.”

It's interesting because at the end of the movie, their deaths don't end it. It goes beyond. TRANSCENDENT.  
There's something noble about that moment, about one man calling another man up to live. Being transparent in life so that he can be transcendent in death.  


