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Knights of the 21st Century 

Trail 19  

 Gentlemen, here we are at Trai l No. 19 and I have discovered 

that as we’ve been sort of heading to this, whether you knew it or 

not, we’ve al l been kind of building to these four trai ls over the next 

four weeks. They’re kind of tricky trails because so go back into our 

past. We’ve waited this long to get here because we’re very much 

aware of the fact that you can’t  really do these ones well alone. 

That’s why your campfire is so important, the guys are around here 

as to support. For some of you this will be a tr ickier trail .  Before we 

go into looking into our past regarding our moms and are dads, I 

want us to think a l itt le bit about our current situation. I want you to 

think about the current love of your life. Now if  you’re married, it ’s 

your wife, okay. Just so you know, that’s the current love of your 

l ife. If  you’re dating, engaged, or whatever, that is your current 

sweetheart. I want you to think about them for a  minute because as 

we think about our moms in a couple minutes, I want us to think 

about how am I treating the woman in my life who one day or 

currently something thinks of as mom.  Who one day, somebody will 

value as you’re valuing your mom or struggle through as you might 

struggle through your mom.  So what I  want you to think about is 

this. I want you to think about what am I doing that just honors this 
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woman in my l ife.  For me, I think of Lynn and I think of the fact that 

we have four sons, the youngest which is seventeen, so she’s done 

most of the battl ing years as far as raising them early on, but now 

i t ’s any consequences of any choice becomes much greater. So how 

do I love Lynn?  Um, a couple things that I just recommend you do. 

Guys, don’t do a few I recommend you do at Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine’s Day everybody says give your wife something so she’ll  

in essence, if  you l isten to the commercials, love you back. This is 

not what this is about. This is about how do I just come alongside 

and value and love on her which will  not have some thing coming 

back for me.  Find out what her language of love is, whether it ’s 

something you give her, something you say to her, something you 

do for her, some time you spend with her. Find out what i t is that 

allows her heart to come alive and center in on that. Take litt le 

sticky notes, post -i t notes and just write ten or f if teen notes of 

appreciat ion and thanks and leave them scattered around the house. 

Just let her know and she’s going to want to know what you want, 

and you’re going to say absolutely no thing other to let you know 

you’re loved.  I want you to focus on loving her and honoring her. 

Um, you might have that opportunity i f  your mom is st i l l alive to do 

that with her if  you f ind yourself  longing to do so, but right now, I 

want you to learn to do it with the person in your l ife that you love 

and value.  So I want you to sort of treat this l ike it ’s Valentine’s 
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Day. I want you to sort of think how do I do something special that 

she’s going to receive and with nothing coming back, because 

interestingly enough, not a whole lot comes back to moms anyway, 

so when you give to a woman, don’t ask for something that she has 

to give back to you.  You just simply give to her to honor her. So 

take your bride, take your gir lfriend, take the love of your l ife a nd 

make her feel special so the next week, once a day, do something 

with nothing to come back, no return in mind, just loving on her and 

you’re going to go a long way.  

 Now the reason I want you to do that is because we’re going 

to move from current, then we’re going to start to step over into our 

pasts a l itt le bit . For al l of us have had a mother, every single one of 

us.  Whenever I go anywhere near talking about moms, I ’m very 

much aware of the fact that this is dangerous territory. It could be as 

dangerous as this. For some of you, you just lost your mom in the 

last year so as we go anywhere near here, it  has just kind of l ike, 

wow, kind of feeling.  For the majority of us, moms are untouchable 

areas.  I mean, yeah, they are mom jokes and al l those kind of 

things, but those were kind of locker room things that even put the 

levels of tension pretty high.  For some of you talking about moms 

every single thought is posit ive. For some of you, you’re sti l l l iving 

with your mom.  At forty-two, umm, you just got  to be careful on 

that, but some of you are f if teen, sixteen years old, and you’re 
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walking through this journey and you’re sti l l very act ively, daily 

engaged with your mom. I know that some of you this topic is 

painful.  Mom is lett ing you down.  For some of you, your mom 

hasn’t let go of you and you don’t know what to do about it. There’s 

so many dynamics that take place when we go into this area. But the 

simple fact is if  we start to move closer and closer into this area, it ’s 

l ike you’re about to go from  where you are back and you’re going to 

expose a window into your soul.  You’re going to expose this thing 

that’s going to show you who you are; who you are now based on 

what the journey you’ve come from.  Now in that window there can 

be positive, positive memories.  It can be that which you’re just 

drawn to that you want to be there. It  can be everything inside there 

is great. You can actually not want to leave there. It can be those 

kind of experiences. That window also can be a l itt le bit shady and a 

litt le bit l ike uncertain and with some good and some bad to it. You’l l 

notice that there’s a f lower box in front of that window and there’s 

no f lowers in i t.  There’s no f lowers in it because for some of us the 

windows don’t bring back joyful and growing and  happy memories at 

all.  The window to our soul is tr icky. So you need to understand 

that when you enter your campfire, you guys wil l come after this 

t ime that we’ve been together on this trai l, um, you’l l come into your 

campfires with a whole variety of experiences about your window to 

the soul.  
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 So we’re going to walk through this.  We call this trail the mom 

factor. We call Trai l No. 19 the factor in our l ife and I want you to 

know I understand that we’re on holy ground when we go here. So 

join with me i f  you would in this part icular journey. It ’s going to have 

a lot to do with this chain mail. Chain mail has two protective layers 

for us –beliefs and f i lters. The chain mail that we have has two 

different parts. Now here’s what they are  

 The f irst one.  Beliefs or thoughts and ideas that we have 

come to trust as true. Beliefs or thoughts and ideas that we have 

come to trust as true.  Now in our chain mail, this item, this actually 

between this which is the hood that goes over that your helmet 

would go on and this which is the chain mail that would go over your 

body that would cut any, cover any spots that the armor doesn’t 

cover. This weighs about eighty pounds. It ’s pretty realist ic as to 

what chain mail would have been l ike and actually to be honest with 

you, even as I hold this, you can just feel the weight of this chain 

mail. Um, chain mail is the closest thing to your core that isn’t your 

core.  In other words, it ’s between your armor, that which designed 

when you have good armor to protect you and to g ive you time to 

make sure your core is intact. The chain mail is to cover anything 

that the armor doesn’t cover in the middle of a battle. These are the 

beliefs that you and I have that we believe to be true that are for the 

most part based on our past. Th is chain mail is sort of a series of 
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beliefs.  Now in this chain mail though, you’ll not ice that i t ’s made 

up of a series of l inks.  That has everything to do with the f i lters.  

 Look at the next part of the understanding of the chain mail. 

Fi lters are a product of a previous l ife experiences that effects the 

content of what we see and believe.  These f i lters are a product of a 

previous l ife experience that are going to affect what we feel and 

see.  The, the chain mail in essence is made up of l inks. The cha in 

mail is made up of particles of metal that are al l put together that 

hold us safely.  Now this metal is bad.  If  this metal is faulty and I 

believe that I have it on, I ’ l l  be safe and something hits me and that 

those f i lters are not good, my beliefs whi le feeling l ike they are 

right, are wrong. So what we’re going to talk about is we’re talk 

about this amazing kind of a journey that we go through with our 

chain mail. Our chain mail for the most part comes from a variety of 

sources, but the most part it ’s  going to come from how you were 

raised.  It ’s going to come from the input that you had on early in 

your l ife. Now you’l l st i l l continue to build your chain mail all of your 

l i fe, but a lot of what we believe was established through these 

f i lters, this area that was given to us from our past. In your Knightly 

News, you’l l f ind that there’s a guy by the name of Samuel. Samuel 

has an amazing mother named Hannah. Was unable to have 

children.  Her husband, Elkanah, had two wives, Peninnah and her.  

Peninnah had children and in a culture where children were very 
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important, Hannah didn’t have any. So in the temple when they 

would travel where Eli actually was the high priest, she would pray 

and ask God to give her a child. One day Eli wil l see her, think that 

she ’s actually been drinking because she’s so intense and so 

shaking in her prayer and he says, you shouldn’t  be drinking this 

t ime of day. She goes, I ’m not drinking. I ’m praying. I am childless 

and I’m just asking God and he says, God’s going to answer your  

request. She goes home. She and Elkana have a son.  His name is 

Samuel. Samuel will impact the world even to this day as we know 

it, because Samuel will be part of what God wil l use to bring about 

the line of Christ, through King David and others that hav e become 

very key. Samuel is an interest ing guy because he’s born to a 

woman who al l she wanted to do was love, have a son and love on 

him and she is wil l ing to give him up. She actually said, God if  you 

give me a son, I ’ l l  give him to  you and so after Samuel is weaned, 

she wil l take him through the temple and give him to Eli and he will 

be raised as a priest.  And he will actually change so much of the 

world of the nation of Israel as we know it.  Amazing, amazing judge. 

Amazing man.  Elkana let his wife, Hannah, let her son go and as 

she does, it  actually shows you some pretty cool things. Now I,  

some of you feel that, you go well she abandoned him early.  So I 

know some of you feel that way. Some of you feel l ike way to go.  

She knew when to let go of her  son, a litt le early at three, but she 



 8 

knew to let go of her son. Some of you guys are sti l l having trouble 

with moms that are lett ing you go. Samuel had a good mom. Every 

year she would come and every year when they would come to visit 

the temple, she would just honor him and delight him and care for 

him and give him certain things as God was going to use him. God 

will bless Hannah with other children, but Samuel wil l be one that 

will, I think if  you stopped him at any t ime and say, tell me about the 

mom factor in your l ife, he would say a pretty powerful experience, a 

pretty good experience.  

 I want you to consider this thing that we’re going to evaluate. 

Look at Roman numeral one. Evaluating the f i l ters of our moms. 

We’re going to grade each memory on a scale of one to f ive of our 

moms.  One is the way you wish it was not.  Okay.  One is not a 

good number. Five is the way you wish it was, okay, the way you 

really wanted it  to be. So one is the way you wish it was not, f ive is 

the way you want it  to be. We’ re about to grade our moms. This is 

the biggest risk thing we ever do. It ’s so important because it ’s 

going to take a look at your f i lter. Now in order to do that, let me tel l 

you about my mom.  Now my mom was a very interest ing lady. She 

was a lady who, um, was, found herself  without a dad when she was 

sixteen years of age. Her mom and dad were very Godly people, 

loved God.  Her dad was quite a man from what I understand.  They 

almost named me after him.  His name was Winfield. Thank 
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goodness they didn’t.  Here he is, Winnie Walker. But my dad died 

of a burst appendicit is when my mom was sixteen.  Her brother was 

twelve.  Her mom was an amazing lady, l ived to ninety -four years of 

age. Just an amazing, amazing lady.  My mom as far as I  can tel l 

walked with God, certainly from the time of her dad’s death on. I 

mean just an amazing, amazing lady. I  can’t f ind many bad things to 

say about my mom. My mom wil l score very high on this l ist. Her 

numbers are going to be good.  My dad’s numbers wil l not be good, 

but my mom’s numbers are going to be very, very high.  Um, a 

couple things about her that you need to understand. She will be 

eight years older than my dad. My dad will get married to her when 

he’s nineteen, so she’l l be twenty -seven.  She’l l have traveled by 

that point al l over the world with a missionary and helping that 

missionary in this particular journey.  She has all  kinds of skil l 

levels, everything else, but when she marries my dad, she becomes 

this amazing mom. Now in order to marry my dad, my dad was being 

called home by his mom from college.  My, they met in college. He 

was being called home by his mom to come take care of the family.  

Um, my dad was not a very strong man and my mom, his mom was 

really wanting somebody to come home and just take care of her.  

Didn’t want to let go of him. My dad had other brothers.  He had 

other brothers even at home, but she wanted him home and my mom 

looked at my dad and said you’re going to have to pick.  I f  you want 
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to go home, pick your mom. It ’s okay. We’re done.  The relationship 

is over.  Or, if  you want to marry me, because they were engaged. If  

you want to marry me, you don’t go home. Well, if  you go to my 

parents’ wedding picture, my dad’s mom wil l not be at the wedding.  

You will see my mom as a threat but to  be honest with you, my mom 

was call ing my dad up. Now it ’s a shame that a woman has to cal l a 

man up, but that’s what she was doing. She was calling him up to be 

the man he could be and you’l l f ind out my dad for many years 

became that man, for some seasons of his l ife. I wish it was his 

whole life.  My mom then when she had me, I was the second.  My 

sister came after one year of marriage about four years later. I came 

along and when she had me, we were treated with a special. The 

biggest hurdle I had with  my mom was she had trouble lett ing go, 

not lett ing go to Lynn. She just loved to take care of me and I 

thought women take care of men because of the  way she treated my 

dad and the way she treated me. If  I have one weakness that you’ll 

f ind in my scoring o f  my mom, it ’s that.  So I want you to think 

through your moms.  Now again, remember I know that for some of 

you guys, you just recently lost your mom.  This is very tricky.  My 

mom died about nine years ago now and so I had that same kind of 

feeling. I  know what you’re going through. But mine has a litt le bit 

more distance. So as you score, score honestly.  Now the other 

thing I want you to do, I want you to score for al l of her l i fe with you, 
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not just the last f ive years or the f irst ten. I want you to do  your 

whole life spectrum.  So if  you’re nineteen years of age, I want you 

to score –  now you don’t remember the f irst f ive years for the most 

part of your l ife so score it obviously from f ive on up.  You’re 

scoring wherever you are. So it ’s a total score.  Sort of average it out 

over a period of t ime, alr ight.  

 Let’s walk through these. We’re going to walk through them 

relat ively quickly as we’re going to grade our moms.  Number one, 

mother’s presence.  She was able to be with you physical ly while 

you were growing up. She was not absent.  She was not 

preoccupied. She was engaged with you.  If  she was engaged with 

you, f ive.  If  she’s an absent mom, not involved in your l i fe, then 

she’s a one.  You know, not as you wished it was, as you want it  to 

be. One or f ive. How are you doing on that one. Now with each one 

of these, one to f ive in there, any number in between that. So just 

walk through, how did your mom do in this particular area?  

 Consider number two.  Number two. Mother’s cooking. Was 

she a good cook and did she cook often?  I want you for a moment 

to think about your mom’s cooking.  Just think about it.  Breathe in.  

Do you smell a Thanksgiving dinner. Do you smell, my mom made 

spaghett i every Monday night, meatloaf every Wednesday night.  So 

I remember smelling those things. My mom used to bake, so I could 

smell baking things.  Um, your mom’s cooking, what was it l ike?  
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Was it good? Was it bad?  Would you long for it  or not?  Now I wil l 

tell you that now looking back, my mom’s cooking might not have 

been the most nutri t ionally healthy thing. I always had vegetables, it 

always, but we always had gravy. We always had whatever stuff  

would –  you add now that we go, probably shouldn’t be adding that 

onto calories.  But man, I ’ l l  tel l you my mom, great memorie s when it 

comes to my mom and cooking and all  that.  

 Look at number three. How did you grade your mom on 

number two?  Look at number three.  Mother’s sensitivity.  Was she 

emotionally responsive to your emotional messages. You know, did 

she understand who you were?  Did she understand what you were 

reacting to?  How sensitive was your mom to you?  How sensit ive 

was she aware of when you were gett ing angry and al l that.  Did she 

know how to guide you through things, high or low?  How did your 

mom score?  Now to be honest with you, my mom’s a f ive, f ive, and 

then a four here. A four here because some days she did good and 

some days she struggled a l itt le bit.  

 Number four.  Mother’s awareness. How well do you feel she 

knew the real you?  Was she, was she able to know you as you are?  

Alr ight. Was your mom able to know you?  Now remember now, 

we’re talking about these things that you’ve come to believe to be 

true that the signals that your mom sent you. Did your mom know 

you or was it an image that she wanted to  make you in and how this 
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turns out will  be how your chain mail will turn out.  How you’l l 

actually feel, what the things you’l l come to believe will  be true.  Did 

your mom know you?   

 Number f ive.  Mother’s availabi l ity.  Would she be someone 

you would go to for help and advice? Was she number one? Was 

she available?  Mom’s availabi l ity but now as you score this one, 

was she somebody that you would go to natural ly?  Was she 

somebody that you would go and ask to help give guidance? So not 

only was she avai lable, was she available giving you what you 

longed for at the different phases of your l ife which means even 

now, if  you go to your mom, does she talk about her or does she 

help you work through what you go to about you?  Now I want you to 

have to discover about your mom.  A good knight is a guy who is 

always helping somebody grow and become. The question is even 

currently for you guys that have left home, for you that it ’s been a 

lot of years since you’ve been engaged with your mom, does your 

mom value you?  Does she work in that area?  That’s part of the 

scoring process, okay.  

 Number six. Mother’s maturity.  Did i t feel l ike she could take 

care of herself?  Was your mom strong?  Was your mom needy?  

Tell me about her maturity.  Was it somebody, now see f or me, my 

mom is scoring real well here.  My wife’s mom, every major 

important event in Lynn’s l ife, every single one, her mom had a 
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breakdown at every single one. There’s a lot of struggle with alcohol 

and some abuse situations with medication drugs and, but there was 

this kind of an area.  Now her mom is dead and so I’m comfortably 

and Lynn and I have talked about this, can tel l you that, that in so 

many ways her mom let her down at every point. Her mom’s getting 

a one. My mom’s getting a f ive.  How are you doing with your mom’s 

maturity? Did she, were  you more mature than her in essence, 

alr ight.  

 Look at the next one.  Mother’s, number seven, mother’s 

interests. Did she have her own l ife and develop herself  

independently from you?  Were you too much a part of her l ife?  

Was your mom too much a part of who you are and not enough of 

who she was?  Um, there were t imes that actually my mom doesn’t 

score quite as well on that one.  There are times when my mom, um, 

would, I would, I was the center of the unive rse.  Now there’s 

something really cool about feeling that as a kid, but then there 

were t imes when I felt l ike I was l ike the center of the universe, I felt 

l ike I was her universe. You know what I ’m saying? Now there’s a 

f ine line here, because in some respects that’s really positive. But I 

wonder was my mom able to develop and become all that she was 

able to be.  I actually believe my mom sacrif iced much of her l ife to 

raise ______ and I and sacrif ice much of her l ife to raise my dad. 

The cool part about  is raising us is to launch us out.  To raise my 
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dad is probably not as cool and so as you watch, does that 

development take place? My mom never worked outside the home 

after she got married.  In fact, never did, never did all the way 

through her l ife.  Um , there’s nothing cool, right or wrong in that, but 

it ’s funny if  I had to tell you what did my mom do independent of us, 

I ’d have trouble tell ing you what that was.  So how did she do in that 

area?  How did she score?  

 Alr ight, look at the next one.  I th ink it will give you one more 

insight and again, even there, my mom was able to score, that’s 

probably her lowest number by the way on number seven, was three. 

Look at number eight.  Mothers change. Did your mother change in 

a major way at any point in your l ife?  Was there a change that took 

place in your mom’s l ife somewhere during the journey of your l ife 

and was that change you wanted to be or not wanted it to be? So 

was there a change?  Sometimes your mom all of a sudden got 

transformed in the middle o f your l ife. Sometimes moms 

degenerated. Did they remain the same? How did your mom do in 

this area? Were there any major changes that caused you to see 

things dif ferently?  My dad will have a major change, right?  We’ll 

talk about this in a couple of weeks.  My dad, when I was eleven, 

twelve years of age, my dad had a major change and it wasn’t 

positive. My mom didn’t.  How does your mom score on that, on that 

area? 
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 Look at number nine. Mother’s mood. Was your mother’s mood 

consistent and expressed in a way that was posit ive? What kind of 

mood did your mom show you?  Was it predictable or was it 

unpredictable? Was it posit ive, was it negative? Was it huge swings, 

or was it pretty consistent?  How did your mom do?  Now to be 

honest with you guys, this is so  tr icky for me.  My mom is just hitt ing 

home runs on al l this stuff .  My mom did f ives on a lot of this stuff  

so that’s why she will score very high. I know that Lynn obviously 

my wife would give you a very dif ferent score on her mom. You’re 

going to have different scores. Now here’s what I  want to remind 

you guys. I know some of you feel l ike I got to be careful I ’m not 

dishonoring my mom. I’m not asking you in any way to dishonor her, 

her memory, all that she did. All  I ’m asking you to do is to think in 

terms of your f i lters that are part of the links of your chain mail.  

What if  you come to believe because you’re going to f ind out next 

week as we go through this that some of the things we’re looking at 

right now have everything to do with what you believe  to be true 

about you and l ife and situations.  Some positive, some not as 

much, alr ight.  

 Look at the next one.  Number ten. Mother’s behavior. Did 

your mother behave in a way that made you proud of her?  Did your 

mother behave in a way that made you proud of her?  By that we 

mean did she do things that you would be comfortable with other 
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people seeing you, knowing that she was your mom.  My mom 

always wore dresses. I ’m not kidding. I have never seen my mom in 

pants. I ’ve seen her in a bathing suit, never in pants, never in short,  

always in dresses and, and part of the weird part about that whole 

thing is that i t was like my mom was always never able to just relax 

and have sports and play fun and yet she would do that.  She would 

play with us. She would do all that stuf f . It just didn’t seem like it 

would f it and I remember as a kid, al l my friends, their moms didn’t 

wear dresses and so it felt a l itt le bit  funny. So actually my mom 

scored a li tt le bit different in this area.  It was just one of her 

beliefs, one of the areas that she went through.  

 Look at the next one, Roman, number eleven, mother’s 

confidence. Was she confident in her interact ion with people outside 

of the home? Was she confident in her interact ion with people 

outside of the world around you?  Um, my mom was fairly good in 

that area but we were very str ict Christians and as very str ict 

Christ ians, people who weren’t very strict Christians were 

dangerous. That’s why I grew up to be honest with you, one of the 

reasons I struggled greatly with God and put on some chain mail 

against, and put on some armor against God was because I was so 

sick and tired of sort of this we/they kind of thing.  So that’s sort of 

a weakness that sort of came out of it.  It ’s actually only a four for 

my mom on this one. It doesn’t go real far down, because she 
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always made people feel loved and valuable. We just had this 

we/they kind of thing going on that was kind of a strange deal. How 

about you? How do you do in that area?  Now when you score your 

mom, when you, when you look at the mom that’s involved in your 

l i fe, you have to say, is this a person that I felt l ike is engaging with 

me in a posit ive way? 

 Have you ever seen the movie “The Truman Show” where 

Truman is the main part of the show?  Truman is this guy in “ The 

Truman Show” that was born on TV. They built  a whole world 

around, a big dome and they have al l these cameras and everything 

else is sort of everywhere he goes, his l ife is being recorded. 

Everybody involved in his l ife, his mom, his dad, any sibl ings,  

anybody that’s involved in his l ife, his wife are al l actors. His best 

friend is an actor. I t ’s really tr icky thing, right. Truman doesn’t know 

this is going on.  One day Truman is walking through the town and 

here, I want you to think about the scene, so rt of get captivated in 

your mind by this scene. He’s walking through town and as he’s 

walking through town, he sees a guy who looks strangely l ike his 

father, a l itt le l ike a homeless guy, l ike his father. His father had 

drowned in this, in this water tha t surrounds the island that he’s 

raised on.  He drowned to keep Truman from ever wanting to cross a 

bridge or cross the water on a boat to be afraid of water so they 

could keep him on the island. They made the kid have a traumatic 
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experience so that he wou ldn’t want to leave to keep their TV show 

going. Now in that process, in that moment, he sees now his father 

who snuck back onto the set, the actor who they took off  was his 

dad and snuck back on. When he sees him, he goes dad and as 

soon as he says dad in  the earpieces of the other actors, the other 

extras, they come racing over, they grab this guy and has Truman 

chasing after him, throw him into a bus and drives away.  The next 

thing you see is Truman sitt ing in the living room with his mom 

Angela whose been his mom all  of her l ife as an actress. She knows 

that the man that Truman has just seen isn’t his dad. It ’s an actor. 

She knows that it was staged, but to play into it, she makes this 

statement among others. Truman, it probably wasn’t your dad. I 

think I see him all the time and all  this other stuff  and then she says 

this, you know Truman, I know you sometimes feel guilty about this. 

I want you to know I don’t blame you for his death. I don’t blame you 

for his death. Truman was in a boat with his father  that was staged 

by a bunch of actors, I mean a bunch of directors that I would ki l l his 

father and here is his mom wounding him at such a level saying I 

don’t blame you for losing my husband. What an incredible lie. Now 

as you come out of that scene and you come into reali ty, the fact is 

that no matter how bad you have it,  you probably don’t have a mom 

l ike that, that looks to you and says I don’t blame you for the actor 

who was your dad’s death. But you know what the problem is?  
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Some of us have been lied to by our moms and deceived and tricked 

and wounded and so when we score here, there’s some tough 

things. 

 I want you to look at the next question and I think it will help 

you to see how do you evaluate your mom in number twelve. 

Mother’s role. Did she like being a mother?  I put this r ight after we 

talked about the Truman Show, your mom’s role, did she like her 

role as a mother. Your mom is not an actress. She is a mother. 

Some of your moms were reluctantly mothers.  Some of your moms, 

you became the reason why they got married. She’s pregnant. She 

thought it was the right thing to do. They get married and may or 

may not that marriage may have worked. But she becomes a mom. 

Some of your moms absolutely loved being moms. Some of your 

moms like to be moms when you’re young and not when you’re old.  

Some of your moms l ike you when you’re older and not when you’re 

young. There’s all kinds of things.  How did she do in a role of a 

mom?  Did she like being a mother?  How would you rate that one? 

One to f ive, again, one, two, three, four, f ive in every one of these 

answers.  

 Number thirteen, mother’s work ethic.  Did your mom make 

you feel comfortable with bringing friends home?  Did your mom 

take care of l ife in a way that made you proud? What kind of work 

ethic did your mom have and I don’t mean your mom’s job was to 
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clean the house. I mean did she create an environment where you 

felt l ike this would be a posit ive environment for me to bring fr iends?  

Were you proud to bring them home so that whatever she was doi ng 

instead of, you can imagine let ’s say your mom just stayed in her 

housecoat al l day long, never left the sofa, watched TV all day 

longs, there were piles everywhere.  Where does it work?  How does 

it f lush out for you? Maybe your mom worked a job and wh en she 

came home she was absolutely exhausted. Maybe when she came 

home, she helped you and others do a lot of things while she worked 

together with you and got things ready.  How does it work, one to 

f i le. 

 Next one. Mother as a wife.  Did your mom get along with your 

dad?  Did your mom get along with your dad. What kind of evidence 

is that?  Now I have to be honest with you. I never saw my mom and 

dad f ight. My mom and dad had a pretty loving relat ionship but my 

mom stil l  gets a score on this one. You wan t to know why?  Because 

while my mom got along well with my dad, my mom actually helped, 

enabled my dad to remain as he was as he started to degenerate 

later on in his l ife. Well actually not even later on. When I was 

thirteen years of age. So part of it was that she sort of was an 

enabler to try to keep peace to not, to try to keep the degeneration 

going as slow as possible instead of call ing him up at least as far as 
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I know never cal led him up or did any other man that I know of, call 

him up to manhood. 

 Look at number f if teen.  Mother as a nurturer. Was she 

supportive and make you want to be around her?  Was she 

supportive and make you want to be around her? Was she the kind 

of person that you just wanted to sit near your mom and when you 

would talk about your day, would she l isten? When you would talk 

about your day, would she engage, was she supportive?  My mom 

would always rub my feet. I love having my feet rubbed, love it.  I 

have gross feet. I got these l itt le gnarled toe kind of things. It ’s 

really weird and she would always rub my feet, loved it. When I got 

married, guess what I wanted Lynn to do, rub my feet, right and one 

of those kind of amazing things. I actually loved being around my 

mom not just because she rubbed my feet, I loved being around my 

mom because she would listen to me.  She would engage with me. 

How did she do on that, alright.   

 Mother as a teacher, number sixteen. Did your mother 

encourage you to learn both at home and at school?  Did she read 

to you?  You know did your mom teach you?  Did she let you explore 

things?  Was her goal to launch you or was her goal to keep you?  

You know was she not afraid of you growing beyond her? How was 

your mom a teacher?  How did she expose you to new ideas and 

new things?   
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 Number seventeen.  Mother is fun.  Was it fun to be with your 

mom?  Was it fun to be with your mom? Was your mom the person 

that made you laugh? Was your mom somebody that was just good 

to be around?   Was your mom fun or was your mom pretty serious?  

Now my mom was fun. My mom was actually –  we laughed a lot. We 

did a lot of cool things. Now I would think that a woman who lost her 

dad when she was sixteen years of age might not be quite as fun.  

My mom was. Um, how was your mom? Was she just fun to be 

around?  I love to watch Lynn interact with our boys. She has been 

involved in all  of their l ives in so many amazing ways and she does 

things that are fun. She has built such fun memories for my children. 

Each one of their birthdays are a production.  We have these all  

kinds of stuff . We are al l actors. We all kind of l ike this world and 

we kind of, we’ve had pirate part ies and baseball part ies and we’ve 

had ninja turtle parties and we’ve had all kinds of things that we’ve 

done over the years. I think some of that, that Lynn and I  get we got 

from my mom. We certainly didn’t get it from her mom.  And we got 

it from the kind of things that my mom would do which was just fun 

and cool to be around.  

 Alr ight, look at the next one. Number eighteen. Mother and 

you. Did your mom like you?  Did you mom like you?  Now this is 

interesting because I wil l tel l you absolutely my mom liked me.  My 

sister four years older would say my mom didn’t l ike her.  I never, 
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ever, ever had any sense of any behavior from my mom that would 

cause me to see how Sherry came to that conclusion.  But my 

conclusion, my mom liked me. Now I don’t know about you, maybe 

you are one of seven kids.  Maybe you don’t even realize if  your 

mom could remember your name.  I have four sons and I have 

trouble remembering their names.  I have actually cal led my 

youngest son the dog’s name which he’s never let me forget.  Our 

dog’s name is Nittany a f ter the Penn State Nittany Lions and I cal l, I 

was going through the names, Joshua, Joel, Caleb, ah Nittany and 

my son Seth goes, way to  go.  You couldn’t even f ind my name 

number four on the hit parade. You went to Nittany.  How did your 

mom do?  Were you one of the favorites?  Were you one of the 

persons that you felt that she just l iked you? Doesn’t have to be the 

favorite, me over another one.  She liked you. She l iked those 

around you, alr ight? 

 Number nineteen.  Tough mother. Did she allow you to face 

your own consequences?  How was your mom with discipl ine?  Was 

she tough?  How did she handle that, because moms actually want 

to give in. My mom actually didn’t.  She scored in the middle on this 

one, again, get her lowest number. It ’s a three out of one to f ive on 

this. Um, how did your mom do on that?  Is she a tough mom?  Did 

she not mind you helping with your consequences. One of the  guys 

that holds me accountable has a very good mom but she’s very 
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tough.  She just did not mind the consequences in her son’s l ife. 

She scored very high here even though he wasn’t always sure that 

he was highly valued all the t ime, he knew that she was no t afraid of 

him lett ing deal with the consequences of his l ife. And he’s become 

a very, very strong man as a result of that.  Um, he had some other 

areas, so the scoring blends back and forth a litt le bit on this one.  

 Look at number twenty.  Mother’s gen t le push. Was mom able 

to let go and did she encourage your independence?  Does she let 

you go? You see guys, the whole goal of a mother, a father is to 

launch you, to release you l ike a rocket off  of the launch pad and 

how good is she at doing that?  It says in the Bible that a man is to 

leave his father and mother. A woman is to leave their father and 

mother and they are to cleave to one another and become one f lesh. 

It ’s a breaking from one, start ing a new unit, a marriage and building 

that relat ionship.   How did your mom do in that whole area?  How 

good is she?  A lot of you guys I know struggle with your mom 

letting go of you to this day she calls you everyday.  Um, to this day 

she always needs you to come over and solve these problems. How 

good is she at lett ing go, one to f ive?   

 Twenty-one, our mother’s faith. Did she have a strong 

relat ionship with God?  Your mom’s faith, did she have a strong 

relat ionship with God?  Five almost seems like too high of a number 

for my mom, and too low of a number for  my mom. I feel l ike I need 
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another number higher than that. My mom was just really strong in 

her faith.  My trust in God I can say it started relat ively early 

because of her strong trust in God.  

 Look at the next one. Mother’s money.  Did mom handle 

money well? Was mom a spender or a saver?  Did she handle her 

money in a way that was healthy, well,  spender, saver. The kind, 

and usually in your parents, one’s a spender, one’s a saver.  How’d 

your mom do it?  Did she handle it well?  Was she wise with it?  D id 

she over spend, or was she so tight that nobody could do anything?  

Was she you know over save or did she under save?  You know, 

how did she do, one to f ive.  

 Twenty-three. Mother’s temperament.  Was it hard to make 

your mom angry? Was it hard to set of f  your mom?  It was not hard 

to set off  my dad but it was hard to set off  my mom. I, I had all kinds 

of easy triggers with my dad. I  couldn’t have any triggers –  I could 

make my mom cry. I could make my mom cry which always made me 

feel terrible.  Um, but I just couldn’t set her off  where she would get 

angry.  Alr ight, one to f ive, how did your mom do on that one?  

 Twenty-four, mother’s acceptance. Was your mother generally 

accepting of you? Mother’s acceptance, was she generally accepting 

of you?  Not only did she l ike you but did she f ind herself  fair? Was 

she crit ical?  Um, did you feel l ike she accepted you? When you got 

a report card, did she notice your highest grade, your lowest grade, 
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I mean how, and would she compare you. I mean how did all that 

do?  How did she do in that area, one to f ive.  

 Last one. Mother’s love.  Did your mother love you? In 

essence, remember when you’re, when you’re a l itt le kid and they 

want to know how much you love and you go this much, alr ight, 

remember when you did that?  And as you go through this 

remembering the window from your past, did your mother love you 

this much, this much, this much, this much, this much?  It makes me 

sad that some of you will say this much. I get excited when you say 

this much, but how did your mom love you and in a way that you 

could read.  In a way that you could express it.   

 Now here’s what I want you to do. I want you to start to total 

all these up. I want you to start to add them together. Some of you 

guys that are accountants, I know you’ve been adding them as you 

go. You know what number you’re at right now. I want you to start 

putting al l these numbers together and adding them, add them up. 

Now out of a possible hundred and twenty -f ive points, alr ight, out of 

your mother’s love score, perceived love score, now here’s what you 

got. You can have up to a hundred and twenty -f ive points. Now I 

want you to write in your mom’s points. Write them in. So right there 

on the lit t le empty space, take t ime and write in your mom’s points. 

Alright, add them up. I know all  the accountants are looking around 

going what’s wrong with you guys. I have this done, alright. Add 
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them up. Now this is way beyond f ingers and shoes and you’re going 

to have to, might need to get out the phone and f igure this out, 

okay.  My mom is at a hundred and ten out of a hundred twenty -f ive.  

Pretty powerful score, alr ight.   

 Now here’s what I want you to look at with this. Go the next 

statement. This is the dif ference between the love from your mom 

that you wanted and the love that you received. That number is the 

dif ference between what you wanted and what you received. What I 

wish I would have, what I wanted, um, this is the dif ference between 

where your mom went. Now if  her number is under a hundred, 

there’s probably some problems that’s going  to really be ref lected 

in your chain mail. Now if  it ’s over a hundred, probably from your 

mom other than if  it  got a l i tt le bit too connected and at that 

particular point,  you probably would have scored things a litt le bit 

lower anyway. I f  it ’s over there, you probably wil l have a litt le less 

problems with your chain mail because your f i lters would have been 

better. So if  you guys are scoring under a hundred, and I ’ l l tel l you 

guys, we tend to score a l itt le bit higher for our moms than we  do 

our dads. You watch how we do that when we get to there in a week 

or two. 

 Each week I talk to you about a warrior.  Robert E. Lee is an 

amazing warrior. He actually has been called to be one of the 

greatest generals by guys, um, like Winston Churchill  said he’s one 
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of the f inest, highest character generals ever.  You know a lot of 

history of Robert E. Lee. What you might not know is he had a mom 

that had him a l itt le bit later in l ife. He’s the end of seven children, 

four of which she had, three of which she had adopted as she 

married the then governor of the state of Virginia.  Anne Carter is an 

amazing woman but by the time she has her son, she’s, of Robert E. 

Lee, she’s almost died and she’s pretty frail and so when her 

husband leaves the country, just can’t take it anymore, has one of 

those breakdowns, leaves her and then ult imately dies, Robert E. 

Lee has to sort of be the man of the household. He’s the youngest.  

He’s the one left.  He’s eleven years old and she’s sort of this help 

me and he’s sort  of hers. It ’s kind of this weird deal but not in a bad 

way. She teaches him all about God and character and heart and so 

everything you see Robert E. Lee ref lecting in in his batt les is 

connected to her. It ’s connected to her character that she got 

directly from him.  I  think, I  think Anne would have done pretty well.  

Anne Hill Carter would have done pretty well in who she, how she 

scored with her son.  It ’s ref lected in the kind of general that he 

was, that he always would l isten to his men.  He would al ways lead 

them spiritual ly. He would always be the highest form of example. 

There is not a whole lot of things you can f ind negatively about 

Robert E. Lee and the way he led. Um, I want to give you a quote 

from Robert E. Lee that would ref lect I  think her inf luence in his l ife.  
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It reads this way:  Get correct views of l ife and learn to see the 

world in its true light. It wil l enable you to live pleasantly to do good 

and when summoned the way to leave without regret. To leave 

without regret. I believe that when you have been blessed as he had 

to have a good mom, things happen that will enable you to have a 

litt le bit less chinks in your chain mail,  alr ight.  

 I want to give you a couple things just to warn you, just where 

we are right now, if  your number for your mom is a litt le bit lower. 

Let me give you a couple things that will help you walk through this. 

This is a warning.  Roman numeral two.  If  this lesson on the 

evaluation of your mother stirred up a great deal of conflict inside of 

you, a heightened awareness of these dynamics is needed. Here are 

the dynamics I want to walk you through and we’re just going to f ly 

through them.  Number one.  Be aware of the desire to 

compartmentalize, to ignore this. Don’t ignore it.  Don’t just put this 

away.  Men l ike to put things in the closet and not look at them.  

Two, be aware of the fact that we get stronger as we are exercised 

by experiencing dif f icult t imes. You’re going to get stronger by going 

through this, recognize that.  Alright, number three. Be aware of t he 

negative feelings that  are st irred up as you look at this f i lter. Be 

aware as you feel these things that there are negative feelings 

inside of us and we don’t want to necessarily always deal with that. 

Four, be aware of the men in your campfire who can  help you 
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change this f i ler.  Be aware that you’re going to go from here to a 

group of guys that can help you walk through that,  And f inally, be 

aware of the fact that to change your l i fe you must f irst need to 

change your f i l ters. Be aware of the fact that in order to change your 

l i fe you’re going to have to change f i lters, the links that make up 

this chain mail.  You have to change it  because the window to your 

past that we just looked at is ref lected in what you’re putt ing on to 

protect your core.  It ’s  the beliefs that you’re running off  of that are 

causing you to make the decisions that you’re making.  

 In an amazing way, in the movie Truman Show, Truman has 

come to an awareness through a series of events that he’s being 

conned. He’s actually realizing  that the beliefs he has are not true 

so in a powerful scene, I want you to think about this scene. In a 

powerful scene he gets on a boat and he courageously goes to sai l 

out. The whole town has been searching for him, all the actors ad 

actresses because he has snuck out, knowing how to hide his way 

around the cameras, and they f ind him sail ing across. Christoph is 

the creator of this world, the director of the show and so as he’s 

watching him, he tr ies to actually almost ki l l him, drown him, to stop 

him from going, hoping that his beliefs wil l kick ba ck in and he’l l run 

back home and stay on the island. Truman keeps go ing and going. 

Finally Christoph realizes as Truman hits the wall at the end of this 

dome in which his world has been created in, as Truman h its that in 
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the sailboat and then walks along the edge, Christoph decides he 

needs to talk to him just as he’s found an exist that wil l cause him to 

be able to leave the dome and end the TV show. Christoph then 

applies himself and Truman says, is anything real?  How do I know 

what’s true? I look at the windows of my past and I don’t  even know 

what l ife is and what l ight is.  How would I know? You’ve never had 

a camera in my head. You don’t know who I am.  At that point 

Christoph says, I  am the creator. I know everything about it.  I  know 

more about you than you know about yourself .  He says I can 

protect you.  He’s lying.  He’s the director of a TV show. Part of 

going to your past is to f ind out whether you got a lie or not that 

you’re believing that’s going  to leave you vulnerable to become the 

knight you were designed to be.   

 Gentlemen, this has been a hard week.  Don’t ignore though 

the pain of the week for some of you. Go take a look at the f i lters of 

your l ife.  Spend this t ime ref lect ing. For some of you, maybe you’re 

just going to write a letter to your mom thanking her for scoring a 

hundred and twenty.  For some of you, though, you got to take a 

hard look at what you’re like. I will tel l  you you’re not going to do it 

alone. We’ll walk through it with  you, the guys in your campfire will, 

but most important, the God of the universe who is the giver of truth.  

The mom factor. We are learning through it and growing through it.  

We’ll deal with this again in a cool way next week. See you then.     


