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Knights of the 21st Century 

Trail 9 –   

 I thought as we were beginning Trai l No. 9, i t would be good 

for us to kind of get a view of where we’ve been and where we’re 

going.  See, what we’ve been doing up until this point is saying okay 

guys, you know that you want to be a knight.  You know that’s your 

vision, but there’s a bunch of stuff  that stands in the way and so 

how do you get to be what you’re designing and longing to be?  So I 

thought I would share with you just the four positions of  a knight. 

Now so you understand, the posit ion of a spandex male is always in 

the shadows.  It ’s always in darkness so the spandex male is not 

what we’re talking about here. We’re talking about a guy like you 

and I who desired to do that which makes a dif f erence, the right 

thing.  Now as we move forward into the world of being a knight, you 

need to understand that the very f irst position that many of us f ind 

ourselves in from time-to-t ime as we go to engage in the battle, and 

we get hit  and when we get hit  beyond our armor, beyond the chain 

mail, when it hits us, we fall .  Now when you’re fall ing, you’re no 

longer in the batt le.  Swords down, you don’t have anything to f ight 

with.  You’re wounded.  You’re not engaged in the battle.  Now 

you’re not out of the  battle.  You’re simply not engaged in the battle.  

Now we fall in a variety of ways. That’s what our shadow is, the 
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things we’ve been talking about for the last couple t imes we’ve been 

together is about our instincts and all the things. When we fall, we 

are not making an impact.  Again, we’re not done being a knight 

because you can rise, God wil l forgive. You can repent. You can 

turn from whatever it is that’s happened either to you which you 

might be a victim of or what you caused by choices that you made  

that were dumb, alr ight?  Now when you’re in that fallen posit ion, 

however, you’re going to have to get healed.  You’re going to have 

to get f ixed.  You’re going to have to work it through and that’s what 

we’ve been talking a litt le bit about, the choices  when it comes to 

our instincts and making much better choices in those areas and 

we’ll talk a lot about how God can heal and protect all that.  Now 

once you’ve got that posit ion down of I don’t want to be in a fallen 

position, you say, okay I think I ’m ready to advance. I  think I’m 

ready to come forward here. The problem is the moment you do that, 

you f ind out that you have a pretty big enemy who knows what 

they’re doing.  The world of f lesh, the devil,  they f ight against us al l 

the time, r ight? And so you go and I ’m going to do the right thing 

and all of a sudden, it just gets this desire to man, I got to run. It ’s 

called f leeing.  It ’s actually not a bad decision for many of us as 

knights. We turn and we run.  Now we turn and we run because on 

this moment , in this journey that we’re on, we have to say, if  I fall 
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I ’m less effective than if  I l ive to f ight another day so I retreat. I 

come back to f ight another day.  

So in the Bible it talks about this.  When, it talks about the fact 

that with this kryptonite  of a male that is sex, if  you and I are feeling 

l ike we’re about to give in and fall and lose control, then f lee 

youthful lust.  It says in the Bible, run.  Keep in mind that when you 

retreat it ’s always with the idea that I can pull back and come back 

to f ight another day another hour.  So instead of being wounded and 

be healed, I ’m not alive. I ’m not a coward. I ’m actually being wise.  

Now some of us wil l f lee as knights because we’re cowards and 

that’s a whole other issue then you’l l regroup. That’s sor t  of really 

actually fall ing at that particular point.  You’l l regroup.  You’l l get 

back in.   

The third position of a knight is where we’re starting to move 

into.  You’re not going to be fall ing.  You’re not going to be f leeing.  

You’re actually going to learn to stand.  Now stand is that posit ion 

when you say you want to get to anybody behind me, you’re going to 

go through me.  You’l l also discover that when you stand, you don’t 

stand alone; you stand with other guys, guys that wil l f ight for you 

and with you and be on your side.  In other words, they’l l  be 

warriors on either side. Standing actually is never done alone.  In 

the Bible, it actually talks about put on the full armor that you have 

from God.  Put this on and take your stand against the movement  of 



 4 

the enemy, against what Satan’s trying to do.  So you can imagine, 

there’s somebody wanted to attack somebody that was important to 

you. Maybe it ’s your wife, maybe it ’s your children, maybe it ’s your 

parents, maybe it ’s your best friend, maybe it ’s somebody at work, 

maybe it ’s a helpless vict im.  Maybe it ’s somebody that is in that 

what we call the widow or the orphan or the wounded, the prisoner 

category. If  we’re in that place where there’s somebody that’s 

wounded and you want to say you want to get to them, you’re going 

through me. That’s a great warrior.  That posit ion we’re going to 

teach us to do as a way of l ife. As a matter of fact, I believe that a 

knight can live in that posit ion.  I believe you cannot just  be fall ing, 

you wil l fall, and not just f lee. As a matter of fact, I think you’l l f ind 

those less and less in your l ife as you grasp what it means to be a 

knight. What you’l l discover is this position, however.  You can 

comfortably stay in it pretty long. Couple reasons.  Number one, it ’s 

a l i t t le bit more relaxed. Two, it ’s about people behind you. It ’s 

always about others.  Three, you’re not doing it alone. You have 

other warriors with you. You stand –  everything about the Roman 

military even our mil itary is done in units and groups functio ning 

together.  You stand not alone, you stand in group, right?  

However, there’s another position and that’s sort of where 

we’re trying to take us to to really understand all that you are.  As a 

matter of fact over the next couple weeks when we’re togethe r, 
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we’re going to be zeroing in on this posit ion. That posit ion isn’t just 

standing.  That position is where you advance, where you say I’m 

about to attack. I ’m not just waiting to be attacked.  I ’m going to 

attack.  In the Bible it actually says that you have divine power with 

this weapon to demolish strongholds.  Now I don’t mean the sword 

but actually God says my Bible, the word of God is a sword. There 

are a lot of weapons we have to use to advance again wrong in the 

world.  Really what you’re longing for, it speaks deep into your 

heart, you as a guy say I really want to get to that place in my life 

where I can advance against that which is wrong.  Now here’s the 

problem.  You can’t  stay here very long.  You’l l tend to advance 

alone. You’ll move forward.  The other guys might follow, but you’l l 

tend to advance alone and the battle is strong and you can only 

demolish those strongholds for such a period of t ime when you have 

to sort of pull back into a standing position.  So when you’re 

advancing, you need to understand that this is probably a unique 

place for us as knights to be.  

So how are we going to learn to move forward from the fallen 

to f leeing, to standing to advancing posit ion. We’re going to learn to 

do it by having a series of l ights that will guide us. Those lights kind 

of guide the path the trai l that we’re on.  Why do we call these 

things trai ls that we get together with each week and talk about 

them?  Because there’s a trail  that wil l get you to the place, either a 
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trai l that you’ll have to create by changing the forest or a trai l that ’s 

already there, that will get you in the place to fulf i l l  who you are as 

a knight.  

Now here’s where we’re going. We’ve been kind of working our 

way through al l the things that cause us to fall and f lee.  We’ve 

been learning a l itt le bit more about now the two posit ions of 

standing and advancing and that’s where we’re going to go over the 

next several weeks here. So join us.  Join us when we consider what 

I would call the traditions of a knights, the traditions of a warrior.   

Consider this sentence about warrior tradit ions.  God put 

several processes in place for the knight beginning his quest. That’s 

our longing. Right guys?  Which can provide a map with the specif ic 

trai l markers in order to help guide his way. That’s the l ights we’re 

talking about. Those are the trai l markers that are going to guide us 

in the direct ion of our l ives.  This will  actually help you accomplish 

the vision to be a knight.  Some of the things we’re going to talk 

about in the next few minutes are some of the most excit ing 

concepts for me.  It  actually is what took me from the place in my 

life where I spent most of my l ife at best, fall ing, at best fall ing.  Not 

even f leeing, I mean fall ing. I might have said I  wanted to be a 

knight.  I didn’t want to be a spandex male, but, but I spent my life 

just really fall ing.  I  get up. I ’d fall.  I ’d get hit.  I was wounded. I 

couldn’t do al l this. These trai l markers are what are going to help 
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you to understand how do I begin to advance as a knight so  that as 

a knight I can advance, alright?   

So look at number one.  Number one is this:  The trai l marker 

one is the inner voice.  Trai l marker one is the inner voice.  It ’s 

what’s deep inside of us, that we have this sense that it was planted 

there and it  was to be honest with you.  It was planted there even 

before anybody knew you were conceived.  It  was planted there by 

God.  It ’s part of your call ing.  It ’s part of what you hear.  It ’s part of 

what you understand about what makes you unique, what makes you 

different.  My inner voice is dif ferent than my four sons’ inner 

voices.  In other words, Josh, Joel, Caleb and Seth have a dif ferent 

inner voice than I do.  Planted by God, has some similarit ies, but 

they’re dif ferent.  You have a dif ferent one from every guy sitt ing in 

your campfire, every guy sitt ing there with you.  You have a dif ferent 

voice.  It ’s uniquely formed for you. I always loved the fact that my 

thumbprint is my only, the only thumbprint l ike i t in the world.  In 

fact, it ’s the only thumbp rint of all history like this.  And as a result 

of that, it speaks to my uniqueness. Your inner voice speaks to your 

uniqueness.  One of the markers, one of the torches, one of the 

lights you need to f ind in your l ife is that of your inner voice.  

Listen to this.  Number one. It is written –  underl ine the word 

written –  deeply on a man’s heart and calls him to God and to the 

l i fe quest that God, He, has prepared for him.  This is what is written 
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so deeply in your soul that if  you don’t  stop for a few minutes  and 

ref lect on it , you’l l never f ind it.   So I’m going to ask you to do it.  

I ’m going to ask you to do something that’s kind of fun to do.  It ’s a 

l itt le risky for you that don’t l ike to stop and say what am I all about. 

You just want to do life.  You just want to get through it. You just 

want to keep surviving. But if  you want to start to advance. If  you 

sort of want to go down the trai l that you were designed to go down 

to in your l ife, you’re going to have to stop and do this. So here’s 

what I ’m going to ask you to do.  I ’m going to ask you for a few 

moments just to think what are the things that bring me fullness and 

joy and longing?  What are the things that cause me to come alive 

and guys, this is much deeper than saying sex. This is much deeper 

than saying eating.  This is much deeper than saying getting a 

paycheck.  This is what is it  in my soul that I ’ve known for a long 

time if  I ’ve ever paid attention to it.  Maybe I knew it better when I 

was four years old than I do now at forty -four. The reality is, what is 

i t  within me?  So here’s what I want you to do.  I want you to take 

about thirty seconds and I just want you to think through some 

words, only words, just words, not sentences, not phrases, just a 

word.  Let’s maybe try to write down three wo rds that speak to the 

longing of your heart, that kind of resonate deep within you that 

came probably not from you, but are now part of you. It came from 

God as you were designed to be.  Now it ’s going to be a hard 
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exercise for some of you but let ’s give i t a shot. I ’m going to take 

thirty seconds, just going to be quiet here for thirty seconds and I 

want you to think and then write down, just in your column right 

there next to number one, just write down three words as best you 

can that ref lect something that brings you ful lness and joy, alright? 

Thirty seconds.  You know it ’s interest ing, while you’re thinking, I ’m 

reviewing mine. I ’m thinking through my words, words that I ’ve 

known since I was a litt le kid.  I was a child, I absolutely loved to 

communicate. I loved to talk. I loved to get praised for my 

cleverness, remember it ’s easier to be clever than it is to be kind. I 

loved to get praised for words I would use.  Al l my life the desire to 

communicate is deep in my soul. I know that’s not true for some of 

you. Some of you talking to people anything more than a one -on-one 

is an overwhelming prospect.  For me to be honest with you, the 

bigger the crowd, the easier it is for me to communicate.  

Another word that comes to mind is encourage. I ’ve loved to 

encourage. I don’t know what it is about me. I just love to come 

alongside somebody and just encourage them to move them from 

point  A to point B.  That’s my words.  

Another one that has really just changed how I think and how I 

am is protect.  From a litt le kid, I just wanted to protect. Now there’s 

some universal side to that one, because I think men are really kind 

of wired to have a battle to f ight for, to have things to protect, but 
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there is something about wanting to protect what was and moving 

people to what needs to be.  In other to advance, you got to build a 

strong protect ion to move forward. That’s become very much a part 

of my life and to be really honest with you guys, what I ’m doing right 

now with you, r ight here, now, is very, very close to my voic e, my 

inner voice.  I get more out of l ife here than just about any other 

area.  And the only area that beats it is t ime with Lynn, the boys, my 

grandson.  That’s really what does it more than anything else.  I t ’s 

this what we’re doing right now. What are your words? 

Now here, just something really cool.  Make sure in your 

campfire today, you tell the guys what your words are. Now you 

might not have anything written down. I know some of you guys it  

was easy.  You had those three words. It was pretty easy. S ome of 

you just sat there the whole t ime and you came up with one word 

and you’re not even sure that was it.  And some of you don’t have 

anything written down.  It ’s okay. Well as we talk today and as we 

think over the next several weeks, we’re going to look at this. Three 

weeks from now we’re going to be looking at some stuff  that I think 

is just going to take you to the next level in this area.  But as you 

think it through, as you think about this l ight, this torch in your l ife, 

what I want you to do is I  want you to get this sense of what a 

dif ference you can personally make. So when you get to your 

campfire, even if  you don’t have a word written down, given them 
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something that gives it l ike an area to look at. Something that you 

are at least interested in.   

Look at number two. When a man when followed, when this 

particular inner voice is fol lowed, it assists man in a new way –  and 

there’s several things about these words that you’re going to have to 

grasp.  And we’ll  kind of walk through them sort of in rapid 

succession, um, they’re words that when you understand this is what 

these words should ref lect. What the words should ref lect,  what the 

words should kind of pull out of us is this l ight, this impact about on 

the world around us. See, my inner voice i s not designed to be self -

absorbed.  My inner voice is to be burning as a f lame so that others 

can see it . It ’s going to give light. So here’s some of the things we’ll 

look at.  

Number one.  It wil l  serve others. Serving others.  Your inner 

voice is designed to help you f ind new ways to serve others.  If  it ’s 

not about serving others, it ’s probably not a proper voice.  It just is, 

you probably start to pull that word out and f ind the other one 

because God is never about being self -seeking.  It ’s always about  

others.  

Two.  In fulf i l l ing his potential.  A man, when followed, wil l  

assist the man in new ways of fulf i l l ing his potential.  This is going 

to help you and I to understand why I ’m here.  When I took my sons 

off on the white water canoe trip and we ended  up camping at night 
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and I gave them a new family crest and each one of them had their 

names, what their names mean, what their cal l ing is, what we have 

seen as their gif tedness and we put in new symbols for each guy 

and they al l inner connected, it was a really cool thing. The guys 

began to understand how they f it into our family, but also how all the 

other guys did. And it ’s interest ing as I think back to that magical 

t ime for us as a family, and we renew this every year.  Every year 

the guys get a letter from me explaining where they are in their 

journey and what I ’ve seen in that journey in this past year.  When 

we go through that family crest, i t is that opportunity for them to see 

what is their potential.  My one son can do something that my other 

son cannot do. And it ’s not just in athletics or in the arts or in 

academics.  I t actually has something to do about what they were 

created to do that is unique to their voice.  Guys you’re going to get 

excited about this l ight, this l ight of your voice.  

Look at the next one.  When followed, it assists the man in a 

new ways of feeling truly at peace, feeling truly at peace.  I don’t 

know about you, but I have spent a lot of my life not at peace.  

Maybe it was decisions I was making.  Maybe it was that I didn’t feel 

l ike I was doing what I was designed to do.  Maybe it was just 

because l ife was overwhelming and exhausting. I ’m not sure what 

my lack of peace was.  I know some of you guys struggle with that. I 

mean you’re doing some things right now that you’re not  sure are 
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right and you feel that lack of peace.  Your inner voice is going to 

start to pull  you with an otherly direct ion, with a potential direction 

to this place where God gives. Just so you know, Satan can’t imitate 

peace.  The world really honestly can’t imitate peace.  You can’t 

muster up within you peace.  Peace comes from God as you connect 

your inner voice to Him.  It ’s an awesome thing. So this is what this 

l i fe wil l do, this torch, this guide on your path wil l help you with.  

Look at the last one.   Last one says this:  When followed, 

assists a man in new ways of gaining respect from those he leads.  

So I don’t miss that one –  under –  write that word down leads.  From 

those he leads.  This voice, remember now, it ’s not about you to be 

self-absorbed.  It ’s about those who come behind you. As you know, 

when we talk in terms of a  Knight of the 21 s t  Century, we think of a 

Squire, we think of a Warrior, we think of an Oracle, wisdom. We 

think of a person who has a group of people around him –  

roundtable –  and ult imately we think of one who is defense.  That 

means everybody behind him is safe because we’re building towards 

leadership.  Everything about us is wired to do that.  It ’s never about 

our kingdom. It ’s never about us.  It ’s about those who we prot ect, 

those who we care, those who follow what we lead. That’s what the 

inner voice is helping you to do.  

Look at number three. Number three. Will provide what the 

forest needs in order to be improved by a knight’s presence. This is 
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where I get real excited about the collective impact that we can 

have, guys.  When my voice is functioning and your voice is 

functioning, we are changing the forest exponential ly. I can change 

this forest on my own, but if  I have you at my side helping me and 

you have somebody at  your side helping you, we’re going to make a 

huge dif ference. That’s why standing is done in units.  When you 

advance the unit wi ll follow until you then stand in that posit ion and 

then advance again.  You know how that works, right?  So in your 

campfire, you might go and there’s a guy in your campfire that’s l ike 

me. I ’m, I l ike to talk so I ’ l l talk too much in the campfire. I might be 

a guy though that when I l ike to talk, I l ike to talk in encouraging 

terms to others. That’s what I l ike to do.  Let’s say you have a tough 

message you have to give a guy.  A guy’s making some choices. 

Let’s say that remember how we talked about how you need to be 

very careful how you handle your sexuality.  Let’s say that 

somebody in your campfire is l iving with somebody ha ving sex with 

somebody before they’re married.  Now we told you that the f ive 

reasons for sex means that it only really works in God’s context.  So 

somebody in your campfire is in that area and you feel you need to 

say something about it.  You just fee l really led to say something, 

but you’re not a good encourager.  So you let the other guy in your 

campfire say encouraging words, let your  other guy build people up 

and then with a carefully crafted sentence, you just say your word 
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concerned about their highest good because you’re afraid they’l l 

spend their l ife fall ing or f leeing if  they play in that realm. See 

where I ’m going with that? Now I’m not saying, please, don’t think 

I’m tel l ing you go check out who’s l iving with somebody and kind of 

confront them, I ’m just saying how this works.  How the community 

is designed to work. The forest gets better when we start sharing 

what our inner voices, our ski l l levels are, and you all have them.  

Let’s say there’s eight guys in your campfire, each one of you has a 

voice and those voices actually work together in that community. 

We’re going to talk about how that community works in a minute.  

Four.  Will allow the personal pain and demand perseverance 

from the knight who chooses to accept his personal quest in 

journey.   You’re going to f ind that as you f ind out what your voice is, 

your inner voice, you’re going to have to understand that you’re 

going to move forward and moving forward is against the opposition 

of the forest, r ight?  So they’ll be pain. They’ll  be disco mfort.  It ’s 

never about comfortabil ity.  Inner voice actually isn’t  really about 

comfortability.  As a matter of fact, not a whole of lot of things about 

knights are about comfortability.  What it real ly is about as I move, 

as I advance, as I start to think about what my journey is, it ’s about 

the fact that it ’s probably going to take some effort to go to the next 

phase. When my grandson was born, he came down a birth canal. 

That pain, that effort made his muscles work better. The pain of his 
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mom, the pain of him to just kind of squirt through that whole area 

and come into our world was good for him to advance forward in his 

quest. Guys, don’t be afraid of pain.  We’ve talked about that.  But 

don’t be unwise.  Don’t do it  because you are fallen or f leeing. Do it 

because you’re learning to stand in advance.   

Look at the next one, number f ive. This wil l need to be revised 

after unhealthy detours. I have to tel l you guys that this path that 

we’re on, this trai l that we’re on, following the l ights seems l ike it ’s 

easy but we take stupid detours.  In your Knightly News, you’l l 

notice a man by the name of Eli.  El i in the Book of Samuel, he is 

this amazing man.  He’s a judge.  He’s a high priest.  He’s this guy 

that is going to make a dif ference in the nation of I srael.  The 

problem is he can’t  make a dif ference with his own sons, Hophni and 

Phinehas.  What those two men are doing is they are abusing their 

temple responsibi l it ies.  They basically to make a long story short, if  

you read the story, they’re stealing meat that’s supposed to be 

offered to God and they are using women outside the temple who 

are sort of there to serve the temple.  Pretty bad. God says to Eli, 

dude, stop it.  You got to stop what’s going on.  Now you can’t force 

your kids to obey you. I wil l  tel l you that right now guys.  God is a 

great father and we have a lot of kids who don’t obey Him.  You 

can’t force your chi ldren to obey you, but you have to enforce the 

principles.   Eli  knows this is wrong.  He knows this is going on, but 
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he does nothing about it and God says, be careful.  As a result of 

that, the two sons will be judged by God and actually both will die 

on the same day and Eli wil l also die on that day.  It ’s a pretty huge 

detour, a pretty huge big thing. That’s because Eli would not a t any 

time get back on trail. Guys, when you detour, when you f ind 

something going on wrong –  if  he had just stopped and said my sons 

are messing up, I must deal with it. You might not be able to stop it .  

You just don’t al low it.   You don’t let i t happen on your watch. You 

ask them to leave. You ask them not to be involved.  You do 

whatever it takes.  You can’t make them do the right thing but you 

can help them from doing the wrong.  Well what Eli does is he does 

nothing and his detour becomes permanent.  Guys, there’s no need 

for your detour to become permanent.  What you need to do is you 

need to go with your inner voice.  You need to understand that when 

you mess up, revise the direction that you’re going in. But I ’ l l  tell 

you, you’re going to get back to the same voice that God’s called 

you in al l along. We’ve got a whole bunch of detours we’ve had in 

our l ife but the voice remains the same.  

Look at the next one. This is the next torch we can look at. 

Similarly, similarit ies within  each knight’s quest map.  Number one. 

Each knight has the need for elders or mentors in his l ife to teach 

him.  Each knight has a need for elders or mentors to teach him.  So 

you and I have an inner voice.  It ’s one of the lights.  Another one 
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are elders.  I have four guys that speak into my lives. I speak into 

theirs.  They speak into mine. Those guys kind of work on it.  But 

actually I ’ve been doing this al l of my l ife.  My dad for f irst couple 

years of my l ife was an excellent mentor.  And as you know, about 

eleven or twelve years of age in my l ife, my dad changed.   

I had a guy by the name of Bill Taylor.  I was in sixth grade. 

Bil l Taylor was a professional baseball player years before.  I think 

he played in tr iple A.  I don’t think he ever got to the pro teams.  He 

was a catcher. He used to teach me all kinds of things that you 

could do to hide a spit ball and change the dynamic of a ball to give 

it a l itt le bit  more movement. And he told me it was il legal but it was 

fun to do when he was a catcher.  He met Christ when he was 

changed.  He was a changed man. By the time I met him, he was 

probably sixty. At least he felt l ike sixty.  He might have been 

eighty.  He might have been forty, but you know, when you’re in 

sixth grade, it ’s hard to tell .  Bi l l  Taylor did something in  my life I ’ l l  

never forget.  He took me to my f irst college football game.  He took 

me with a bunch of other guys from a Sunday School class that he 

was teaching that I  was in.  We went to a Princeton football game 

against Colgate. I can’t even remember whether Princeton won or 

lost that day. I remember it was my f irst col lege pennant that I ever 

got. I  remember sit t ing there with Bill  Taylor and I felt so valued 

because a man said I want to pour into who you are to help you 
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become the man you are. And Bil l  Taylor was just one of those guys 

who was just unself ish.  He was that way. That’s an elder. That’s a 

mentor.  You and I need those in our l i fe. Be very deliberate in 

searching for, longing for, praying for, asking for mentors.  

Look at a couple things that mentors are, um, this elder is. 

You’re going  to be inspired by what he’s accomplished.  You know, 

you and I need to understand that these areas that he’s going to 

teach us in are areas that wil l inspire us to move forward by the 

things that he’s done.  You need somebody that’s done some living.  

They don’t necessari ly have to be older than you, but they have to 

have accomplished some things that you go wow, I  can learn from 

that. See if  you’re going to advance forward on the trai l,  you’re 

going to need somebody that’s a l itt le ahead of you on the trai l.  

Now you might have mentors that will help you f inancially and 

mentors that will help you spir itually and mentors that wil l help you 

in relationships and mentors that will –  you might have mentors that 

have dif ferent ski l l sets, but they have to be something that inspires 

you.  If  they don’t inspire you, they’re probably not l istening to their 

inner voice and it becomes a dangerous person to follow.  A lot of 

people that we consider to be people we follow are more out of fear 

or more out of desire not to be rejected than out of mentoring or 

elders. So be very careful on this one, guys, because what you’re 

looking for is a guy that cal ls you up.  He never tears you down, 
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builds you up, gets you moving forward from the position of f leeing 

to standing to advancing, that kind of thing.  

Look at the next one.  Each knight has the need for elders or 

mentors in his l ife to teach him by their example of what a strong 

inner core and high values look like.  You need them to be an 

example of somebody who is doing this well.  So not only do they 

have accomplishments that you’re looking at.  Guys, they have the 

moral standards.  Now we’re actually going to spend two weeks 

talking about one of these lights. The last l ight we’re going to talk 

about is all about principles and your standards. And we’ll spend 

two weeks on those. They’re key, but what we need to understand 

is, you need to f ind a guy that has values that are at least at your 

level if  not even higher than yours, that move you forward. So be 

careful again, what kind of man you follow.  

Next one.  This elder or mentor is going to teach us to be 

relat ionally encouraged as his wisdom is sought by others.  You’re 

going to discover that the guys involved in your l ife are the people 

that want to be around. That’s pretty encouraging for you.  You’re 

going to understand that this person is not just desired, but they are 

desired by others.  It ’s one of the most encouraging things about 

some of the guys in my life. The things they know, people that go to 

them for advice.  Every time I hear them giving advice to somebody 

else, I  feel honored that they’re involved in my l ife. Again, I have 
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four.  You don’t necessari ly need to have four.  You can have 

twelve.  You could have two, but you need somebody that’s going to 

move you forward on the trai l.  Just keep seeking and asking.  

Three, four. To learn from his mentor’s mistakes.  Understand 

that a mentor is not perfect, so learn from their mistakes. They have 

fallen.  They have f leed.   They’re learning to stand.  Learn from their 

mistakes.  It becomes an extremely important process.  

Look at the next one.  The value of confrontation and its 

importance in self - improvement. Know that you’re going to have to 

as a mentor realize that confrontation comes from guys l ike that. So 

if  you are mentoring, you wil l learn to confront when you need to.  

I ’ve had to learn to do that as a father. I ’ve had to learn to do that 

as a friend.  I ’ve had to learn to do that as a leader.  Know that a 

good mentor is wil l ing to confront and say the hard things.   

Look at the next one. A good mentor has some technical ski l ls 

that are useful when dealing with the how to’s of l ife.  I don’t know 

how to hunt because my dad never taught me. In fact, I ’ve never 

been hunting.  I probably would not be able to cut open a deer once 

I shot it  anyway. I feel bad about Bambi or whatever i t is.   But 

nobody ever taught me how to do it.  If  I ever went hunting without 

being taught, I ’m pretty sure I’m shooting my foot off . I wouldn ’t 

want to, because I really don’t l ike pain, but you need somebody to 
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walk you through things.  Your mentor has to have some technical 

ski l ls that will show you where the pitfalls are, how to move forward.  

Look at the last one. To discern his inner voice. You and I 

need to f ind out what drives your elder, what drives your mentor. 

You got to f ind out where his inner voice and to be honest with you, 

you probably don’t have a good mentor if  he doesn’t  have at least 

some awareness of his inner voice. I think my dad actually had an 

awareness of his inner voice and when he pushed God away, the 

God connection to that inner voice which would make it expand and 

grow, it ’s st i l l there.  It just sort of got ignored in his l ife and he sort 

of lost the sense of it.  Because I actually really believe my dad had 

a clearer cal l ing when I was ten years old than when I was f if ty. I 

believe that a good elder, his voice wil l continue to expand and grow 

as we just talked about.   

Blackjack Pershing was an interesting leader in World War I.  

Matter of fact, he wil l hold the only t it le, this t it le, he’s the only man 

that ever held it  and that’s the general of the armies, of all the 

armies.  Now George Washington wil l hold it after he died. It wil l 

kind of be given to him post -ominously but this wil l be the only man 

to ever receive this thing, which means that during World War I well  

over three mil l ion troops are under his control.  That’s unbelievable.  

Blackjack Pershing was an interesting man who had had fought 

Pancho Vil la in Cuba. He had been involved in some batt les in the 
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Phil ippines and he was always a diplomat.  He always cared about 

people.  He always tried to understand. In fact, in the Phil ippines, 

he learned the tr ibal languages to try to help people. He was making 

this huge dif ference. To this day, generals study Blackjack Pershing.  

They just appreciate him. Certainly in the Second World War, 

Eisenhower, and Bradley and Patton and all those guys al l worked 

off of him and his example.  The thing that’s fascinating about this 

man was he understood some things about people.  

I want to put a quote up about him that I thought was really 

fascinating.  “A competent leader can get eff icient service from poor 

troops.  While in the contrary, an incapable leader can demoralize 

the best of troops.”  Wow.  Here’s a man who I got to be honest with 

you. I get why Bradley thought he would be a good general to follow. 

I get why Eisenhower or Patton or Marshall,  why those guys thought 

they were good ones to follow.  Because this guy was a good 

mentor.  He knew the power he had over his troops, three mill ion 

troops under his control.  He knew the power he had.  If  he wasn’t a 

good leader, it would demoralize them. Gentlemen, your call  to be 

leaders.  You’re ever going to advance, you’re going  to be a leader 

and if  you’re not careful, you wil l demoralize the world around you 

or if  you f ind the right elder in your l ife, you f ind the right torch to 

guide your path, you’re going to f ind that you’re going to become a 

much better leader and people wil l not be demoralized but they’l l 
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actually be called up behind you. Remember guys, our job is always 

to cal l you up, never to tear you down. Anybody can do that.  That’s 

easy. That’s spandex.  Real knights call men up.  

Alr ight, look at the third light.  Each knight has a need of a 

tribe or a community to l ive within so that, and I’m going to talk 

about what we’re going to talk about in those areas. But just take 

the word tr ibe for a minute.  To help you understand what tr ibe is, is 

I have a tr ibe that I  l i ve with. Lynn, my wife, and right now, my two 

sons that are st i l l at home, Caleb and Seth. They’re our tr ibe. That 

tribe expands when I include Joel and his gir lfriend and Josh and his 

wife and my grandson, Cole. When those, that relat ionship begins to 

build, it goes into your extended family, it goes into my work 

environment.  I t goes into my church at LCBC. It goes into my 

relat ionship with the team at Knights.  It goes into al l of the things 

that I am involved in.  It also goes into my neighborhood.  It goes 

into my community and in my community, these tribes al l impact me. 

Now the key here is that you select well what you glean from the 

tribe.  One of the lights on the trail  is this tribe.  So let ’s take a look 

at some of those things that we can glean f rom those relationships.  

Look at this f irst one.  Here’s what you’re going to do.  He can 

learn from the diverse cultures that are part of his social setting.  

You and I have al l kinds of things we can learn from that are going 

to give us perspective.  I have four sons so you can imagine what 
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Josh marrying Careen does to our family. What’s Joel’s relationship 

with Holly does to our family.  What Caleb’s relationship to All ison 

does to our family.  I ’m learning dif ferent things, not just from a 

female point of view, because I have a very, very outdoorsy kind of 

wife who just is really, really comfortable doing guy kind of things. 

So now all of a sudden I have al l these gir ls around that are girl 

girls and it doesn’t mean that Lynn is the most feminine, most 

beautiful woman that I ’ve ever met, but she really can play baseball 

with the best of us. Now I have gir ls that can’t even stand watching 

baseball.  They don’t l ike watching baseball,  what’s that?  Learning 

diversity. I learn it not only from there, I learn  it in every 

environment I ’m in.  Every tr ibe has diversity.  Every tribe will teach 

me different things.  Don’t be afraid to learn. I t wil l help you get 

perspective on the world you’re going to lead, on the forest you’re 

going to change.  Sometimes we’re trying to change things in the 

forest that don’t need to be changed. We just thought they did 

because we were narrow minded in our thought process. A tribe wil l 

help you see that.  

Secondly.  He can rely on dif ferent individuals to carry out 

their roles, a llowing him to concentrate on his own skil l areas. I love 

this one. I love the fact that I can accomplish a lot more if  I let you 

do what you’re good at. I ’ l l  do what I ’m good at.  One of the things 

that I love, Roy has a very large company that he oversee s, cal led 
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Pennsylvania Counseling Services.  He has this sort of a triad that 

sits at the top of that team and one member does one thing and one 

member does another and he does another and I’ve watched that 

work well.  I ’m on a staff  of a very large church  and I watch a 

leadership team of f ive people, each one doing their ski l ls sets. One 

hand is f inances, one hand is facil it ies, one handles personnel, you 

know, I ’ve watched all these things take place in larger 

organizations and you realize that what’s happening is we’re 

unleashing ski l l levels. But if  the individual was trying to do all those 

skill areas, nothing would be accomplished. So it ’s the tr ibe that 

jumps into that. Take advantage of those around you. Learn those 

things. Don’t use, rather take advantage of so that together we can 

advance.  

Next one.  You can have opportunities to develop his personal 

interests by serving in his community.  You want to have a change 

to experiment with your inner voice.  You can take your personal 

interests and by getting involved in the community, you can f ind out 

what does it for you.  We recommend our guys at, our knights at 

LCBC, we recommend them consider being a big brother in the Big 

Brother/Big Sister program and especial ly in the Imachi program 

which deals wi th children whose parents are incarcerated. We want 

them to experiment with that because it allows us to see beyond our 

own world, r ight.  But it also f inds out where their voices are.  And 
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i t ’s really fun to watch the guys step up and do this.  It ’s fun t o 

watch guys that make commitments and we have a variety of areas 

that we say, hey, get involved in.  But more importantly, don’t wait 

for some leader to tell you where to get involved. Get involved. 

Experiment with your inner voice.  

Look at the next one. He can feel protected by l iving in a 

social sett ing where rules for behavioral conduct are both expected 

and enforced.  Your protection level is going to be enhanced by 

being in a tribal area where things are taken care of. For example, I  

l ive in a community that has a school system, a police system, a f ire 

system.  It has ambulances available, a hospital close by.  Al l of 

that is designed for protect ion.  Take advantage of what, again, 

what’s around you. Now that’s in a very functional way, but you 

know there’s so many pract ical ways. I  trust that my bank will handle 

my meager income effectively that I place within its care. There’s 

sort of this idea.  I don’t st ick it underneath my mattress. That’s how 

we use tribes. Be wise, gentlemen, in what you do with  that. Be wise 

with how you trust and invest but there’s an added level of 

protect ion you and I are going to have.  

Look at the next one. He can see his relationship needs met 

thus creating greater interpersonal wealth for him.  When I have 

certain things that are taken care of by the tr ibe, exponential ly, I get 

a chance to grow. I  don’t think anything is seen clearer of that 
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concept than in the movie “Last Samurai”.  “Last Samurai” is a very 

interesting movie.  It ’s about a guy by the name of Nathan.  Nath an 

Algreen who kind of lost his way during the Civi l War. He was a 

warrior, became an alcoholic. The things he’s seen, the things he’s 

experienced. So he became like this professional soldier and he’s 

captured and ends up becoming part of a samurai tr ibe.  When he’s 

captured, the last thing that he does is he ki l ls one man, one 

samurai.  When he’s brought into the community, he’s placed within 

the home of the man he ki l led so that in essence, the man’s wife 

who he ki l led is now caring for him.  Her name is Tonka. I want you 

to consider this scene.  He’s sitt ing there now. He is learning the art 

of the relationship of a samurai within a tr ibal setting. But he also 

knows that the two litt le kids in the house and this woman, those 

kids are orphaned from their father and she became a widow 

because of him.  As he realizes and as he grows and as all the 

hardness and he’s in touch with his inner voice and he starts to be 

mentored by men of character instead of some of the stuff he was 

involved in before and he f inds himself trying to communicate how 

sorry he is for kil l ing Tonka’s husband.  And there’s this amazing 

moment when she says, I forgive you. At that moment, amazing 

healing takes place. As we pull away from that scene and we watch 

what happens, we watch what  a tribe can do. This guy is learning 

how to have, be a man of character and he’s learning it from some 
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of the very people he wounded.  That’s powerful, powerful stuff . You 

and I can learn to do that as well.  I think that, that if  we stop for a 

few minutes and say, what’s truly, truly valuable.  

Let me show you a couple more things here that I think will 

help on the way up.  Each knight has a need to meet his soul’s 

request for a l ife theme and spir itual guidance. Each one of us 

needs the next l ight, spiri tual guidance. What’s taking Nathan from 

the man he was to where he’s going is he comes into this community 

and there’s this sense of a God aura.  Now this community does not 

have the Christ connection where the spir it can come alive, but it ’s 

speaking deep into his longing for spir itual ity.  Spirituality is that 

l ight that wil l say I got to get to what I  was created to be.   

Let me show you a couple things on this. We’ve talked a lot 

about it.  The opportunity, the importance of the meaning that is 

given to his l ife into his legacy is evident by his daily choices.  That 

in essence, who we are is the sum total of our choices and what this 

spiritual thing is going to do is it ’s going to guide us into moral 

clarity. We’re longing for moral clarity.  God has it.   He’s perfect.  

He doesn’t sin.  He has no shadow. So you need to connect into 

that.  We talk about that here and we’l l continue to talk about that as 

we get deeper into this.  

Look at the next one.  The opportunity to start again when he 

has failed.  I ’m sorry.  You are forgiven.  I ’m sorry. It ’s okay.  Let’s 
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go forward.  Those are what God does and actually what enables us 

to do that with one another.  It ’s really a sign of a pretty clear knight 

when he’s able to forgive.   

The next one. The value of accepting and having an 

understanding of his own worth.  You will not understand who you 

are without the worth of God planted deep within you.  You won’t 

understand it. So if  you’re going to understand this, you’re going to 

have to understand all that you are, your voice and everything else, 

when you understand your value to the creator.  You’re not a 

chemical reaction. You just didn’t happen and you haven’t just been 

forgotten. You have a creator that desires a relat ionship with you 

and how you see that, you make, by making a Christ choice, giving 

him spiritual rebirth.  We’ve talked about this. We’ve talked about 

the Christ choice in your l ife. Spirituali ty, what makes that which has 

been dominate, your shadow, become less impactful is to add the 

spir it back into your l ife through Christ.  At that particular point, that 

f lame starts to burn right in you and clarity comes and it will make 

your knighthood al l  that it ’s supposed to be.  

Having an ongoing daily relationship with God.  It wil l give you 

an opportunity to have this opportunity every day to have a 

relat ionship with the creator.  When you start to do this, it ’s 

powerful. First thing I do when I get in the shower every morning –  

that’s the f irst thing I do every morning, is get in the shower. I ’m 
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gett ing to the point where I don’t move until I  get in the shower, is 

I ’ l l  spend t ime walking through the six pieces of armor that God’s 

given me from Ephesians 6 and then thanking God for at least ten 

things and by the time I’m done, I suddenly have a perspective o f  

who and what He is and what He’s about to do in the day in front of 

me.  I didn’t lose it during the night. I just kind of refresh and do 

that. You need to have that opportunity to connect.  So where does 

all this take us. Where does it end up?  

Let me give you this in conclusion.  The knight is designed to 

seek out adventures, to grow within the tribe and respond to his 

soul’s call to a higher l ife purpose. We’re designed to live that way. 

Now keeping this in mind, you’re going to reach down, you’re going  

to grab your storage, you’re going to bring it back into your l ife, and 

you’re going to say I want to be the man that I was designed to be.  

So you realize that you wil l no longer just spend your l ife fall ing.  

You’l l no longer spend your l ife f leeing.  You’l l no longer spend your 

l ife simply standing although that’s pretty powerful.  If  I get a whole 

ton of men doing that, we’re in great shape.  But you’ll spend your 

l i fe going down the trai l that you were designed to go down, 

advancing.  And when you do,  the traditions that you’ll know as a 

warrior will change the world and the forest around us.  

Look forward to talking with you next t ime we’re together.   

     


